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 Following a September 22 
election by the WPPI Energy 
Executive Committee (EC), 
City of Boscobel Director of 
Public Works Mike Reynolds 
will serve a one-year term as 

wholesale power supplier’s 
board of directors. 

Boscobel Utilities is a mem-
ber-owner of WPPI, a joint 
action agency serving 51 lo-
cally owned electric utilities. 
Together, WPPI members have 
built a diverse, competitive 
and responsible power sup-
ply. They share modern tech-
nologies, forward-thinking 

for effective energy policy 

their customers and help their 
communities thrive.   

Reynolds is well-versed 
in the WPPI membership’s 
business needs and priorities. 
He has represented Boscobel 
Utilities on the board since 
1990 and, over the years, has 
held various positions on many 
of the governing body’s com-
mittees and advisory groups. 
Reynolds has served since 
2002 on the board’s 11-mem-
ber EC, which oversees WPPI 
operations and programs. He 
was first elected to the role 
of vice chair in June 2022, 
after serving for 10 years as 
the board secretary. As vice 
chair, Reynolds also chairs the 
board’s Personnel Committee. 

Under the guidance of Reyn-
olds and his fellow local util-
ity leaders, WPPI maintains 
competitive wholesale electric 
rates while continuing to diver-
sify its resource portfolio and 
reduce CO2 emissions associ-
ated with supplying power for 
member communities.

Boscobel Utilities is a mu-
nicipally owned and operated 
electric, water, and wastewa-
ter utility serving more than 
1,700 customers in Boscobel, 
Wis. and surrounding areas. 
The utility strives to provide 
reliable, competitively- priced 
service with a community-
focused, personal touch.

Reynolds re-elected 
vice chair

Boscobel and  vice chair of 
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FUNDS GIVEN 
 

 



HOLIDAY TRIMMINGS — Communities all across the North 
Woods are beginning preparations for the holiday season. Kirk 
Klein from Eagle River Light and Water was out last Wednesday 

Eagle River light posts.
—Staff Photo By MICHELLE DREW
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By Geoff Blaesing
Special to the Daily News

HARTFORD — The Com-
mon Council approved a 2023
budget, which has a mill rate
that is 22.06% lower than last
year for the Washington
County portion of the city
and a 19.47% lower mill rate
for the Dodge County portion
of the city, on Tuesday.

The mill rate for Washing-
ton County residents in the
city will be $4.67 per $1,000 of
assessed valuation, down
from rate of $5.99 per $1,000
for 2022. The mill rate for
Dodge County residents in
the city will be $4.35 per
$1,000 of assessed valuation,
down from $5.40 per $1,000
for 2022. 

The total levy is $8,503,312,
according to City Administra-
tor Steve Volkert. He remind-
ed property owners that one
reason for the lower mill rate
is that the assessed value of
properties in the Washington
County portion of the city
was up 34.59% because of the
revaluation. The assessed
value of properties in the
Dodge County portion of the
city was up 13.94%.

To see if they’ll be paying
higher city taxes, Volkert said
property owners should look
at their most recent property
valuation. If it increased less
than 22%, homeowners will
be paying less. If it went up
more than 22%, they will be
paying more in municipal
taxes.

Mayor Timothy Michalak
was quick to say that the city
taxes made up only 29% of a
taxpayer’s bill. The remain-
ing taxes are from Hartford
Union High School, the Hart-
ford Joint 1 School District,
Moraine Park Technical Col-
lege, and Washington County.

The budgeted expenditures
for 2023 total $11,279,363, up

3.64%. Revenue was projected
to also be $11,239,363, up the
same 3.64%, and is comprised
of taxes, fees, assessments,
fines, service charges, and
other assorted revenues.

In other action, the council
approved the following:

■ The purchase of 1,956
upgraded electric meters for
Slinger, which contracts with
Hartford for power, from
Elster Solutions at a cost not
to exceed $175,002.24. The vil-
lage will reimburse Hartford
Electric upon completion of
the upgrade project.

■ A proposal from Munici-
pal Well and Pump for the
rehabilitation of Well #10 for
a cost not to exceed $48,930.

■ The purchase of a 55-foot
bucket truck from Altec
Industries for a price not to
exceed $296,212. The truck is
not expected to be delivered
until 2024. 

■ The purchase of a 60-foot
bucket truck from Altec
Industries for a price not to
exceed $298,820. That truck
also is not expected to be
delivered until 2024.

■ A proposal to replace the
existing 25-year-old Make-Up
Air unit, which maintains the
heating and ventilation sys-
tem in the Utility Building’s
shop and warehouse area, at a
cost not to exceed $36,350.

■ A proposal from Mulcahy
Shaw Water to replace the 26-
year-old Trojan Ultra Violet
Disinfection System at the
sewer treatment plant at a
cost not to exceed $389,720.

■ The purchase of a John
Deere Gator cart to replace a
25-year-old golf cart, used by
the sewer utility for plant and
collection system mainte-
nance, from Mid-State Equip-
ment at a cost not to exceed
$18,890.18.

■ Canceling the Dec. 27
council meeting.

Hartford council
OKs 2023 budget
Tax rate drops for both Washington,

Dodge County residents
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Brian Roebke photo
Kaukauna Utilities General Manager Michael Avanzi speaks during an EV car show held during Public 
Power Week at Hydro Park in Kaukauna.

EV car show
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By Brian Roebke
Editor

Mike Peters, WPPI Energy CEO, 
gave his annual State of WPPI 
Energy presentation to the 
Kaukauna Utilities Commission on 

Oct. 25. WPPI Energy is the utility’s 
wholesale supplier, based in Sun 
Prairie. WPPI Energy serves 51 
locally owned electric utilities in 
Wisconsin, Upper Michigan, and 
Iowa.

Peters told the commission 
Kaukauna Utilities is about 10 per-
cent of its load, so it’s the largest 
load member, but Menasha is the 
largest buyer because Kaukauna 
has so many hydroelectric units 
that supply its power.

The change of Midwest Paper 
Group so providing its own power 
has made KU the second largest 
customer behind Menasha.

“The scale of WPPI allows us to 
add more resources,” Peters said.

“We’re as big a service company as 
anything,” he said. “Half of our staff 
almost is involved in providing ser-
vices to members.”

Peters noted market energy prices 
are at unprecedented levels. The 
September price at $77.43 is 182 
percent above what they had bud-
geted. “We base our budgets on 
projections, what we anticipate the 
market price to be,” he said. “Back 
when we put this budget in place we 
anticipated market energy prices 
based on the historic past, in the 
$35 range, and here we are at 
$77.43.”

The Midcontinent Independent 
System Operator, the wholesale 

power supply power market, was 
created in 2005 to buy and to sell 
into, and MISO has never seen 
these kind of prices.

WPPI Energy CEO briefs Kaukauna Utilities 
Commission on State of WPPI Energy

From the editor’s desk...

Quid que cuptassime sum 
velestem qui odis-
sum volorrum quam, 
eventor auda sanist 
eaquo volecte mquias 
vitat haruptatur aut 
et aligenis et faccus 
exped molum erumDac om-
poend eatissus, sulic-
ulere consilic fac tam 
us auteres cemquast? 
Opio, quam iam auroxim 
mortiem ad post

It was great to see the Chris Kroze concert Saturday night 
at the Turner Street Music Hall in Wrightstown. 

After being in the building a couple times since it was con-

Walter Crowl is doing a great job of trying to get it to be a

Brian Roebke photo
Members of the Kaukauna Utilities Commission met with WPPI Energy CEO Mike Peters at its Oct. 26 meeting. Peters gave his annual State of 
WPPI Energy presentation to commissioners. WPPI Energy serves 51 locally owned electric utilities in Wisconsin, Upper Michigan, and Iowa.

See WPPI, page 6A
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Sale Thru Nov. 15

“I talked to some of our operators 
who were around even before MISO 
was around and they said they’ve 
never seen these kind of prices con-
sistently ever,” Peters said, noting 
there have been spikes for a few 
days but never for the duration of a 
month.

From WPPI’s standpoint, they are 
running about 10 percent above 
budget because of its resources. 

The Inflation Reduction Act is an 
opportunity for WPPI to own its 
renewable resources outright. “Up 

until then since we were tax exempt, 
we were not able to take advantage 
of tax credits whether it was a pro-
duction tax credit or an investment 
tax credit for solar,” he said. “We 
would do purchased power agree-
ments in order for us to get a 
slightly reduced price.”

With WPPI owning and operat-
ing, it can give them leverage if they 
want to negotiate.

WPPI was going to look at more 
resources until some other contract 
came up in a few years, but they 
now are going to look at more solar 
by as early as 2025, but definitely 
by 2026 or 2027.

“With market energy prices being 
this high and on-peak being that 
much higher, and the fact that we 
can get direct credits, we feel like 
there’s a fairly good opportunity for 
us to add more solar,” Peters said.

The Point Beach Solar project was 
a great added resource. The produc-
tion is all over the board because of 
the weather but it’s low cost to pro-
duce.

Peters said he cannot forecast 
how long the rates are going to be 
this high, but it’s an issue through-
out the entire United States.

The driving factor is the natural 
gas price. They started seeing price 

increases in the summer of 2021 but 
prices rose well above the increases 
at the end of 2021. Prices usually 
dip down in spring, and stay flat in 
the summer but they didn’t come 
down in 2022. 

“It started peaking in April 2022 
and just stayed there,” Peters said. 

Peters emphasized that KU’s 
rates remain among the lowest in 
the state. “The blend of the hydro 
with the purchasing power of WPPI 
puts you in a good position.”

Kaukauna Utilities was contacted 
by a professor at the University of 
Wisconsin – Green Bay regarding a 
research project evaluating the rela-

tionship between groundwater 
quality and groundwater aquifer 
pumping/recovery. KU provided a 
letter of support that will be 
included in a grant application to 
fund the project. As part of this proj-
ect, Kaukauna Utilities plans to 
coordinate with UWGB for installa-
tion of a groundwater monitoring 
well in the City of Kaukauna. 
Information from this monitoring 
well and the project will provide 
valuable information during the 
current water system evaluation.

Dave Pahl has accepted the posi-
tion of engineering and operations 
director effective Oct. 9.

WPPI
continued from page 5A

Nov
09 2022 Page

A006
Clip

resized
67%

From
A005

Kaukauna, Heart of the Valley Times-Villager

Property of Wisconsin News Tracker and members of the Wisconsin Newspaper Association.



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Decorations are seen outside Kaukauna Public Library in Kaukauna Dec. 2, 2021. The decorations are part of 

the library's "Library of Lights" display. (WLUK/Mike Moon) 

 

Molly Ruffing, FOX 11 News | November 14, 2022 



KAUKAUNA (WLUK) -- The lights will soon be turned on for the first time at the Kaukauna library 

this holiday season. 

The Kaukauna Public Library will present its annual Library of Lights on Dec. 1 at 5:30 p.m. 

The event, held in the library's interactive learning garden, will include outdoor and indoor 

activities for families. 

Families can walk through the garden as they complete a scavenger hunt, read pathway story 

and eat treats. 

The indoor activities will also be part of the library's annual Planters for a Purpose event, which 

benefits the Kaukauna Public Library Foundation. Inside will have drinks, crafts and a silent 

auction for holiday decorations.  

Michael Avanzi, the general manager of Kaukauna Utilities, will turn on the lights, as it is a 

collaborative event between the company and the library. 
 



 

 

November 2, 2022 | Garrett Neese 

 

Grant funds create bus buzz 

L'Anse schools gear up for electric fleet vehicles 

EDUCATION 

L’ANSE — L’Anse Public Schools will add two electric buses to its fleet through a 
five-year federal program. 

The district received $790,000 for the buses through the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s Clean School Bus Program. L’Anse maintains its own bus 
fleet, consisting of 10 buses. 

“It sounds like the technology with electric buses has improved recently, and 
they want to get feedback from districts in colder climates,” she said. “The EPA 
grant incentive is hard to pass up.” 

The model of bus hasn’t been finalized, but the ones being looked at are rated 
around two hours of battery life — about the same length as the district’s longest 
routes, Tollefson said. 

Most routes are about an hour and a half. The district will use them on two of the 
shortest routes, Tollefson said. 

“Part of the process is learning how to properly process and store and learning 
what we can do to maximize that battery life,” she said. 

As part of the grant, the district committed to using the buses for five years as 
long as they are functioning. 

“We’re still keeping enough of our other buses that if there are issues, we’ll still 
have regular buses,” Tollefson said. 

L’Anse has been in contact with a district in Alaska that has been using the buses 
for the past year. About 40% of the battery goes toward heating for that district’s 
routes, conducted in temperatures as low as 40 below zero, Tollefson said. 

https://www.mininggazette.com/news/education/


“It’s a learning process, but we’re excited to try it out,” she said. “The cost of 
buses is a lot, so any help we can get in that area is appreciated.” 

The grant also includes $40,000 for charging infrastructure. WPPI, the electric 
provider for L’Anse, will evaluate the equipment to make sure it’s properly sized. 

By grant guidelines, L’Anse has to begin using the buses by the fall of 2024; 
Tollefson hopes to have them in place well before then. 

L’Anse has to order the bus by April. They’re hoping to have buses and charging 
infrastructure in place by fall of 2023. 

Funding came from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, passed last year. 
U.S. Sens. Gary Peters and Debbie Stabenow, both of whom supported the bill. 

“Electric school buses will make a big difference for schools across 
Michigan,” Stabenow said in a release. “This investment will improve air quality 
while helping our school districts cut their transportation costs and keep more 
resources in the classroom. It’s a great step to protect the health of our children 
and save schools money.” 

Peters said he is proud to have supported the bipartisan funding. 

“We need to be working to tackle climate change, improve air quality and 
protect our children’s health as they ride to school each day, and these low and 
zero-emission buses are a great step forward,” he said in a re 
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RICHLAND CENTER – The 
long-standing relationship between 
the University of Wisconsin System 

Richland County is strained due to 
a perceived lack of effort on the part 
of the university to recruit students 
for UW-Richland . While some uni-
versity-system schools have seen 
20%-plus increases in enrollment, 
both system campuses attached to 
UW-Platteville – UWRichland and 
UW-Baraboo – saw enrollment 
declines this past year of 14% and 
18%, respectively. Enrollment at 
UW-Platteville was down by 5%. 
Enrollment at UW-Richland, which 
was approximately 400 students 
eight years ago, has fallen to 65 
students – an 85% decline. The 
Richland County Board of Supervi-
sors passed a resolution in August 
calling on UW-Platteville to con-
sider returning a full-time recruiting 
County’s budget includes examina-
tion of UW-Richland specialist to 
UW-Richland. The recruiting ef-
forts of UW-Platteville’s combined 
campuses (Platteville, Baraboo and 
Richland) have been through a cen-

County Board Supervisor Shaun 
Murphy-Lopez said the arrange-
ment has led to speculation that 
students interested in the universi-
tysystem in southwest Wisconsin 
are being steered toward UW-Plat-
teville rather than UW-Richland. 
“Why can’t UW-Platteville return 
a full-time recruiter to the UW-
Richland campus?” Murphy-Lopez 
said. “There’s a need.” 

________________
FENNIMORE – The Fennimore 

Area Chamber of Commerce is 
excited to be planning our second 
annual Holiday Fen-stival on Sat-
urday, Nov. 26 for a day full of 
activities with fun for all. Grab your 
reindeer ears and your most festival 
holiday gear and join the Fennimore 
Area Chamber of Commerce for 
our family-friendly Reindeer Run 
5K, 1 mile, and 1/2 mile run/walk. 
All ages and abilities are welcome 
to participate. Visit the Memorial 
Building and the Elementary School 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. to check 
out the wide variety of art, crafts, 
and vendor booths. The Holiday 
Parade will start at 5 p.m., with an 
appearance

________________
LANCASTER –  With one of the 

smallest crowds ever for an Annual 
Meeting in the past 20 years, the 
practically vacant Hillery Audi-
torium was host to a presentation 
where it was announced that the 
school’s portion of the property tax 
levy would drop 6.8 percent for the 
year. The Annual Meeting is one 
where every person in attendance, if 
they live within the school district, 
is an elector, which means they can 
participate and vote on every item 
on the agenda, as they are electors 
of the district. On average over the 
past 20 years, there is usually a half-
dozen to one dozen members of the 
public attending the meeting, in ad-
dition to the members of the school 
board and school staff. On Monday 
night, as rain varied in intensity 
outside, outside of the reporter cov-
ering the meeting and the district’s 

legal representative, X Jilca, the 
only people at the meeting were the 
members of the school board, and 
members of the district’s adminis-
trative team. That is compared to 
last year, when the auditorium was 

resolution on eliminating the board 
member representation districts, 
and instead making all positions 
at-large positions.

________________
MUSCODA – Muscoda is again 

receiving national recognition 
from the Department of Energy’s 
National Renewable Energy Labo-
ratory (NREL) for the community’s 
renewable energy efforts.  NREL 
evaluated the renewable energy ef-
forts of utilities in four categories 
and released lists of the top 10 utili-
ties across the nation. Customers of 
Muscoda Utilities rank sixth in the 
nation for their Green Power Par-
ticipation rate, moving up two spots 
after ranking eighth in 2020. This 

it into the top 10 ranking.  NREL’s 
list for Green Power Participation 
Rates measures the percentage of 
customers who participated in a 
utility’s renewable or ‘green’ energy 
programs. In 2021, just over 5% 
of Muscoda Utilities’ customers 
voluntarily participated in Choose 
Renewable.

________________
PRAIRIE DU CHIEN –  As 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
draws to a close it is more im-
portant than ever to be vigilant of 
the facts and information related 
to breast cancer. According to the 
2022 American Cancer Society 
statics, in the United States there 
are 290,560 new cases of breast 
cancer in women and in Wis. the 
number of new cases is 5,380. It is 
important to note that 1 out of every 
100 breast cancers diagnosed in the 
United States is found in a man. 
Nationwide, deaths in 2022 topped 
43,780 and in Wis. there were 720 
breast cancer related deaths.  There 
is a 90% chance of surviving breast 
cancer because of early detection 
and treatment. Nationally, lowest 
number of deaths, by percentage, 
are non-Hispanic White women. 

minority women who are unable 
to afford both screening and treat-
ment for breast cancer. The highest 
number of deaths by percentage are 
Black women. According to Tim 
Clark, Director, Medical Imaging 
at Crossing Rivers Health in Prai-
rie du Chien “Seventy percent of 
breast cancer deaths were among 
twenty percent of women who 
were not participating in annual 
screening mammograms.” Breast 
cancer screening means checking a 
woman’s breasts for cancer before 
there are signs or symptoms of the 

United States Preventive Services 
Task Force (USPSTF) suggests in 
breast self-awareness. Being famil-
iar with how your breasts look and 
feel can help you notice symptoms 
such as lumps, pain, or changes in 
size that may be of concern. You 
should report any changes that you 
notice to your doctor or health care 
provider.

Boscobel Dial
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www.plymouth review.com

NOTICE OF SPRING ELECTION
TOWN OF GREENBUSH

APRIL 4, 2023
Election Details

An election is to be held in the Town of Greenbush, on Tuesday, 

the present incumbents listed:

City, Utilities
set year-long
office hours

It will be summer year-round 
at City Hall and Plymouth Utili-

The council approved a 

-
mer hours:

· City Hall: 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday to Thursday and 7:30 

a.m. to 12 noon Friday.

Monday to Thursday and 7 a.m. 
to 12 noon Friday.

“This was originally imple-
mented in 2019,” Blakeslee said 

of the summer hours. “There
was discussion of making it per-
manent but we wanted to make 
sure there wasn't any community 
pushback. Staff will still maintain
a 40-hour work week.”
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Stoughton Utilities  
Holiday Donation Drive 
begins Nov. 21 

Stoughton Utilities is getting 
into the holiday spirit and giving 
back to the community, hosting 
a food pantry drive from Nov. 
21 through Dec. 3 at the utili-

non-perishable food items will 
receive a strand of energy effi-
cient LED holiday lights. 

Each item donated will also 
enter the customer into a drawing 
for prizes including smart  ther-
mostats and utility bill credits. 
The pantry items will be donated 
to local food pantries to support  
increased needs in the community 
during the holiday season.  

“Switching to LED holiday 
lights is a small change that will 
help our customers get in the spir-

-
cient way,” said Stoughton Utili-
ties director Jill Weiss. “LEDs use 
up to 90% less energy than incan-
descent lights, last much longer, 
and produce very little heat.”

For more information, contact 
Stoughton Utilities at 608- 873-
3379 or visit stoughtonutilities.
com. 
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