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• The village board hears a pickleball proposal & utility rates could 
rise 

 

• New Glarus 
New Glarus Utilities assist at scene 
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• Electronics recycling set for Sept. 27 
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• Plymouth Utilities crew to assist with hurricane damage 
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• Wisconsin utility crews heading to Florida to assist in Ian repair 
efforts 
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• The State of WPPI Energy in 2022 
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• Power crews provide aid in Florida 
 
 
 



Boscobel Utilities present GBAHC with check
Boscobel Utilities recently presented Gundersen Boscobel Area Hospital and Clinics with 
a $500 check as part of its residential and commercial/industrial incentive program which 
matches Focus on Energy incentives for electrical savings, up to a maximum of $500 per 
commercial or industrial project. The utility provides enrollment in Focus on Energy, a 

-
ing incentive in 2021 totaling $8,963. Pictured (l. to r.) are Theresa Braudt, Administrator 
and Greg Oyen, Facilities Manager of Gundersen Boscobel Area Hospital and Clinics; Mike 
Reynolds, Director of Public Works, City of Boscobel; and Jim Schwingle, Senior Energy 
Services Manager, WPPI Energy.
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Dozens of Wisconsin municipal 
utility workers head to Florida in 
wake of Hurricane Ian 
 

The convoy of more than 40 utility workers hit the road on 

Thursday morning with less than a day's notice. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

The City of Plymouth is providing two Tree Trimmers, two Journeyman Lineman, and two Journeyman Lineman 

Apprentices (6 crew members) to Florida as part of a mutual aid request from the Florida Municipal Electric 

Association (FMEA). Plymouth Crews, along with other Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin (MEUW), left from 

the area this morning. We appreciate the willingness our dedicated employees to support the recovery efforts in 

Florida 

 

 

September 29, 2022 | Mary Jo Ola 

Dozens of utility workers from Wisconsin left for Florida where two million people 
were without power by Thursday night. 



The convoy of more than 40 utility workers hit the road on Thursday morning with 
less than a day's notice. Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin (MEUW) has been 
coordinating the effort as part of a mutual aid agreement. 

“This isn't our first rodeo going down to Florida," Michael Czuprynko said. 

Czuprynko, manager of safety services with MEUW, said Wisconsin utility workers 

were in Florida following Hurricane Irma just a few years ago. He went on to add 

this is their largest out-of-state deployment. Once crews arrive, they will be up 

against the elements and plenty of challenges. 

Cedarburg Light and Water Utility sent two utility workers. The City of Plymouth 

sent six workers including linemen and tree trimmers. 

"We got an overwhelming response within minutes from the community about how 
proud they were that we were sending people down to help," said Ben Collins, 
general manager at Cedarburg Light and Water Utility. 

"We're part of the partnership, but I think it also speaks to the quality of our 
linemen and the quality of work that they do," said Tim Blakeslee, city administrator 
and utility manager for the City of Plymouth. 

The deployment can be unpredictable, but it is one that Wisconsin was eager to join. 

"Takes some resources away from us, but we are happy to do it because if something 
happens here we want people to help us as well," Collins said. 

Crews are expected to be deployed for at least two weeks. 

 

 

 



Chamber’s Ladies Night Out!

Date and time: Fri, September 23, 2022, 3:00 PM – 8:00 PM
CDT. Location- Emma's Table, 104 West Main Street. Evansville
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EEvvaannssvviillllee  WWaatteerr  &&  LLiigghhtt  EEnneerrggyy
““BBlloocckkss””  FFoorr  SSaallee  EExxppllaaiinneedd!!  

Elkhorn
Holiday Craft

Bash
All New In
2022!

Lake Geneva
Oktoberfest

Evansville Water & Light
Helps Community Access
Renewable Energy
Do you participate in Evansville
Water & Light’s Choose
Renewable program?

One of Evansville Water &
Light’s most popular programs,
Choose Renewable allows cus-
tomers to sign up to increase their
monthly bill by a couple of dol-
lars, ensuring their space is pow-
ered by renewable energy such as
solar, wind and biogas. The aver-
age home can run on clean energy
with the purchase just of two to
three blocks.

The funds invested in Choose
Renewable go towards grants to
develop additional renewable
resources and to grow the use and
acceptance of renewable energy
across local communities, while
also providing nonprofit organiza-
tions the opportunity to invest in
renewable energy projects of their
own.

The program’s popularity is due
to its considerable advantages: it
allows residential customers to
power their homes with green
energy at a much smaller upfront
cost than installing rooftop solar,
it is available to all customers, and
it lets businesses and municipali-

ties achieve their sustainability
goals with ease.

“We started the Choose
Renewable program in response to
customer demand for renewable
energy options,” stated Markie
Bscherer, energy services manag-
er at WPPI Energy and head of the
Choose Renewable program. “The
best part of the program is that
anybody can join. For a small $2
fee for block of renewable energy,
even if you rent an apartment, you
can power it with clean energy.”

Over the past six years, the
Choose Renewable program has
helped 31 nonprofits install
renewable energy projects in
Wisconsin communities.
Together, these projects are
expected to generate the carbon-
free energy equivalent to that used
by 240 average homes each year.
And the program continues to
grow.

“The grants funded through
Choose Renewable have helped so
many nonprofits install renewable
energy projects. It’s great when
these projects come to fruition
and we can show program partici-
pants, ‘Look! You helped make
this happen,’” said Eric Kostecki,
senior energy services manager
for WPPI Energy.

As of last August, each 300-kWh
block of renewable energy is just
an additional $2 per month, down
from the $3 per month it has been
in the past. An average home uses
750 kWh per month.

According to Bscherer, partici-
pants of the Choose Renewable
program have many reasons for
participating. “We conducted a
recent survey, and 81% of respon-
dents stated one of their main rea-
sons for being a part of the pro-
gram was to use fewer fossil fuels.
There are so many people in our
localcommunities wanting to sup-
port renewable energy, and this
program helps them do that at an
affordable cost,” stated Bscherer.
“This program is more accessible
to even more people than ever, and
that’s a win for our local commu-
nities, renewable energy, and the
climate.”

Evansville Water & Light is a
locally owned, not-for-profit elec-
tric utility serving residents and
businesses in Evansville, Wis. The
utility strives to provide low-cost,
reliable electricity and superior
customer service. We are one of
51 public power utilities that are
member-owners of wholesale
power provider and joint action
agency WPPI Energy.
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CORE Physical
Therapy To Host Open

House/Customer
Appreciation Event To

Celebarte Physical
Therapy Month In

October!

Evansville
Water &
Light To

Host
Customer

Appreciation
EW&L is hosting a celebration

of Public power and their cus-
tomers on Thursday Oct. 13th
from 3PM-6:PM. The event will
take place at the EW&L Shop at
15 Old Hwy 92, Evansville.
Enjoy refreshments, food, ice
cream, hotdogs and brats! They
will have an EV Car Show and
you can take a ride! As well, get a
"lift" in a bucket truck! Prize
drawings galore along with edu-
cational electric demonstrations
and more… 

It's a "bright" 
idea

to be there!   

Friends Of
Carver Park
Annual Fall
Festival!

Evansville Blue
Devil Football

Schedule 

Elkhorn Holiday
Craft Bash All New

In 2022!

Lake Geneva
Oktoberfest

Evansville Review (1899-1932 & 2005-current)
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September 20, 2022 | Kara Vance  

 

Wellness Day at the 
Independence Farmers Market 
 

 

INDEPENDENCE – Each year the Independence Farmers Market provides a wellness day for local 

agencies and services to share the services they offer in the community. Saturday, September 24 

from 9 to 11 a.m. the following organizations will be represented: 

Retired Senior Volunteer Program – Jake Bass — AmeriCorps Seniors RSVP connects volunteers 

55+ with volunteer opportunities to use their experience, skills, and talents to meet the needs of the 

community. “We offer one-on-one placement services to find a good fit for the individual that also 

matches a nonprofit’s needs.” 

Riverview Center – Brooke Sutton — Riverview Center is a nonprofit agency providing free and 

confidential services to survivors of sexual violence in Northeast Iowa 

Pathways – Griffin Hickey — Provides the best possible behavioral health and other related services 

to individuals, families, and communities to improve the quality of life. 

Black Hawk County Public Health — Gabbi DeWitt — works to protect people in from health hazards, 

promote healthy behaviors, and prevent disease. Stop by our booth for information on public health 

services and programming available in Buchanan and surrounding counties. 



Northeast Iowa Area Agency on Aging (NEI3A) – Missy Anders — Connects older adults & caregivers 

to the services they need to remain independent. 

U.S. Freedom Farms — Mike Hassedt & Kathy Eilers – information regarding the use and benefits of 

CBD products. 

Buchanan County Wellness Center with representative Kristi Moeller. 

Buchanan County Public Health with representative Theresa Endres. 

Public Power Week 

In addition, it is Public Power Week and Independence Light and Power, Telecommunications (ILPT) 

will be at the market with bucket truck rides, Plinko for prizes, goodie bags for the first 100 at their 

booth, a drawing to win bill credits or an electric leaf blower, and a food drive for the local Food 

Pantry. 

Join us Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon for the market and visit the ILPT booth. Participate in Wellness 

Day from 9 to 11 a.m. This is a great time to learn about services available in our community! 

 



MIDDLETON—Jef-
ferson Utilities, the com-
munity’s locally owned, 
not-for-profit 
municipal elec-
tric utility, par-
ticipated in the 
WPPI Energy 
Annual Meet-
ing on Sept. 
15 in Middle-
ton with two of 
its employees 
receiving hon-
ors.

The utility is a mem-
ber-owner of WPPI 
Energy, a not-for-profit 
wholesale energy pro-
vider and joint action 
agency.

Sarah Hinze, office 
manager for the util-
ity, received the WPPI 
Energy Shining Star 
Award. The award rec-
ognizes employees who 
are showing growth and 
leadership with proven 
dedication to strategic 
initiatives within a util-
ity.

“Sarah continues to 
grow and expand her 
skills each day, and when 
all settled in, she will be 
a leader and a mentor 
for others in the office,” 
said Scott Adler, utility 
manager for Jefferson 

Utilities. “Sarah is in 
charge of the office staff 
on a daily basis, and she 

has shown out-
standing lead-
ership in her 
short time here.”

Adler also 
received recog-
nition during 
the annual 
meeting for 
c o m p l e t i n g 
the Joint Action 

Leadership Certifica-
tion program. The multi-
year curriculum helps 
utility leaders deepen 
their knowledge of the 
joint action model, 
enhances unity among 

WPPI Energy members, 
and promotes member 
engagement.

Additionally, Adler 
was re-elected to the 
executive committee for 
the WPPI Energy Board 
of Directors. The execu-
tive committee is made 
up of 11 directors and 
oversees the joint action 
agency’s operations and 
programs.

Jefferson Utilities is 
an electric and water 
utility, serving more 
than 4,000 customers 
in Jefferson. Founded in 
1901, the utility is one of 
the 51 member-owners 
of WPPI Energy.

Jefferson Utilities’ Hinze and 
Adler are honored by WPPI

CONTRIBUTED

Jefferson Utilities Office Manager Sarah Hinze stands with 
WPPI Energy Board Chair Jim Stawicki and WPPI Energy CEO 
Mike Peters.

Alder

Fort Atkinson, Daily Jefferson County Union (1870-2005 & 2005-current)
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The gas will then be fed into a pipe-
line and distributed across the county to
be used primarily by fleet vehicles such
as buses and garbage trucks that typi-
cally use diesel fuel.

“It’s a cleaner fuel and, when con-
sumed, it’s classified as renewable, so
it’s a very good alternative to diesel,”
Mas Energy Managing Director Richard
Crowther said.

Mas Energy paid for the plant’s $25
million construction and will manage it.
Crowther said Mas Energy will hire
around six local employees and expects
the facility to run for at least 20 years. 

As part of the partnership, Outaga-
mie County will receive royalties from
Mas Energy’s gross sale of the renew-
able gas.

Outagamie County Recycling and
Solid Waste Director Brian Van Straten

LITTLE CHUTE - A new $25 million
facility will convert greenhouse gases
produced at the Outagamie County
landfill into renewable energy.

The county’s Recycling and Solid
Waste department has partnered with
Atlanta-based Mas Energy to build the
renewable natural gas processing facil-
ity. 

“This partnership goes a long way in
reducing the greenhouse gas emis-
sions,” County Executive Tom Nelson
told The Post-Crescent. 

Expected to be operating by October,
the facility will collect methane from the
landfill and convert it into compressed
natural gas.

said the money will help keep curbside
pickup free for residents. That cost is
currently supported through tipping
fees, or a charge per ton for waste to be
disposed into the landfill. 

“Our revenue portion of what we are
anticipated to make off this partner-
ship is to stabilize tipping fees for all 32
municipalities long-term,” Van Straten
said.

The new facility could also help
manage the landfill’s odor. The me-
thane it’ll collect is created from de-
composing organic waste, which
causes the landfill’s smell.

“We have a value in that methane,
so we have an incentive to make sure
that we collect it all and that helps
manage the odors,” Crowther said. 

The new facility is replacing the co-
generation plant that was decommis-
sioned in December 2020.

Before its decommission, the plant 

Smell of progress

Outagamie County Recycling & Solid Waste is partnering with Mas Energy to build a renewable natural gas processing
facility on the county landfill site in Little Chute. DAN POWERS/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN 

New Outagamie County landfill facility will
produce natural gas. It could help the smell, too.

See GAS, Page 2A

Sophia Voight
Appleton Post-Crescent

USA TODAY NETWORK – WISCONSIN
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Customer service
To view important information online related to your subscription, visit
aboutyoursubscription.postcrescent.com. You can also manage your
subscription at account.postcrescent.com. Contact The Post-Crescent
for questions or to report issues via email at
customercare@postcrescent.com or 1-877-424-4924. 

Operating hours are:
h Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
h Saturday: 7:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. with limited support for Digital
h Sunday: 7:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Full access subscriptions
Subscribe and save today by visiting postcrescent.com/subscribe.
Subscriptions below are billed per month and include access to
postcrescent.com, tablet and smartphone apps and the e-Edition, a
digital replica of the print edition.
h Delivery of the Sunday through Friday print editions up to
$68.00/month*
h Delivery of the Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday print editions up to
$42.00/month*
*Plus applicable taxes

Corrections and clarifications
Our goal is to promptly correct errors. Email us at accuracy@
postcrescent.com to report a mistake or call 920-993-7172. Describe the
error, where you saw it, the date, page number, or the URL. 

Contact us
Customer Service ..........................................................................1-877-424-4924
Editor ........................................................................... Larry Gallup | 920-996-7216
Advertising ........................................................... Michael Blang | 608-695-2220
Obituaries ........................................................................................1-866-643-9326

Postal information
The Post-Crescent, USPS# 439-840, is published 6 days per week
excluding Saturday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Christmas Day (observed) and New Year’s Day (observed) by Gannett
Media Corp, 222 W. College Ave., 10th floor, P.O. Box 59, Appleton, WI
54911. Periodicals postage paid at Appleton, WI and additional mailing
offices. Postmaster: Please send address changes to Customer Service,
PO Box 5830, Augusta, GA 30916.
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BONUS CODE

* Discounts vary by merchant, location and offer; subject to availability. Offers may change without notice.          
   Total savings vary based on the number of discounts and coupons redeemed and value of offers.

1) Register and enter codes at: www.diningdealsusa.com

2) Enter today’s code before Sunday, September 04 at 11:59 p.m.

3) Redeem today’s bonus code for coupon redemptions   
 that interest you. Coupons cover restaurants, travel,   
 family fun, automotive, shopping and more!

6Z4NG76
FREE SHUTTLE

Routes in the following areas:

Call for reservations: 715-253-4400 Ext: 23135
Online booking available at ho-chunkgaming.com/wittenberg 

Seats are limited and reservations are recommended. 

• Stevens Point  • Wausau  • Merrill
• Green Bay  • Appleton • Shawano
• Antigo

RIDER BONUS: RECEIVE $20RP AFTER EIGHTH TRIP!

outdated, inefficient and, at 86,600
square feet, undersized. The new library
will total 107,380 square feet.

The library closed in April in antici-
pation of construction. It is operating at
a temporary site in the former Best Buy

store at 2411 S. Kensington Drive.
The budget for the library project to-

tals $40.4 million. The amount consists
of $26.4 million in city property taxes,
$2 million in American Rescue Plan Act
funds and $12 million in private dona-
tions.

Contact Duke Behnke at 920-993-
7176 or dbehnke@gannett.com. Follow
him on Twitter at @DukeBehnke.

Bid
Continued from Page 1A

America.
As for why birds move at night, Jen-

nifer Phillips-Vanderberg, director of
the Western Great Lakes Bird and Bat
Observatory in Port Washington, said
the reasons are “hard to nail down.” But
fewer predators, easier navigation, and
more favorable weather could all possi-
bly be factors.

She also said the organization’s vol-
unteer observers are finding migratory
songbirds and warblers resting from
their long flights, as well as hawks mi-
grating during the day.

And the birds aren’t done. According
to BirdCast’s local alerts, cities across
eastern and central Wisconsin — such
as Appleton, Green Bay, Stevens Point
and Milwaukee — can expect to see
thousands of birds pass overhead to-
night. Typically, Brady said, the last of
the birds pass through in November.

Despite the massive migration
numbers, birds still need humans’
help

There’s still some mystery about
what birds are out there and how many,

but Phillips-Vanderberg said a combi-
nation of radar studies and individual
bird tracking can give a “holistic picture
of how the birds are doing.”

Even though massive numbers of
birds are on the move, Brady empha-
sized that the overall numbers of migra-
tory birds have declined due to habitat
loss and increasing human population. 

“If we had the same BirdCast 20
years ago, and certainly 50 or 100 years

ago, that number would be way higher,”
Brady said. 

Migration is a “very perilous, hazard-
ous time” for birds, Brady said, but there
are things people can do to help them
out. 

Turning off lights at night, planting
native plants in yards, covering win-
dows to make them less reflective and
keeping cats indoors, he said, are things
people can do to help ensure these mas-

sive migrations can continue.
“Migrating birds are more important

now than ever,” Brady said. “They’re un-
der stress from all angles.”

Contact Rebecca Loroff at 920-907-
7801 and rloroff@gannett.com. Follow
her on Twitter @RebeccaLoroff.

Birds
Continued from Page 1A

A BirdCast radar image captures a high number of birds migrating through
Wisconsin early August 31. CORNELL LAB OF ORINTHOLOGY An image of a Wilson's warbler sitting

on a tree branch. These birds migrate
through Wisconsin in the autumn.
DONNA DEWHURST VIA WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT

OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

converted 70% of the landfill’s methane
into electricity and heat, producing
power for 4,500 homes in Outagamie
County since 1991.

But with the rise of solar and wind
power, the county began receiving low-
er rates for its gas energy from WPPI En-
ergy, Van Straten said.

Since the cogeneration plant was de-
commissioned, the county has been
flaring off the landfill’s natural gas, in
compliance with federal and state air
emission regulations.

“Solar and wind renewable electricity
is much more capital-efficient now,”
Crowther said. “We’re better off making
renewable gas now from an economic
standpoint.”

Sophia Voight is a watchdog reporter
for The Post-Crescent and can be
reached at svoight@postcrescent.com.
Follow her on Twitter @sophia_voight.

Gas
Continued from Page 1A

The new renewable natural gas processing facility is expected to start operating in October. DAN POWERS/USA TODAY

NETWORK-WISCONSIN 
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Kaukauna traffic snarl

Brian Roebke 
photos

The traffic snarl through Kaukauna that will last into November started with the first day of school for 
public school students on Thursday. Because the bridge over the tailrace of the Kaukauna Utilities 
hydroelectric power plant is being replaced, traffic behind River View Middle School was limited. The 
entrance to the school from Highway 55 was closed, feeding vehicles to the back of the school. Kaukauna 
school superintendent Mike Slowinski said the first day went well as people adjust to the new way of 
driving through the city before and after school.

GREAT FOOD! 

CROSS CROSS 
PARISH
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Open House Highlights:
•Learn About 200+ Programs
•Tour High-tech Labs & Classrooms
•Talk to College Students & Faculty
•Attend Info Session: How to Pay for College

A l D i O H f FREE ( i f $30)*

Open House
Tuesday, October 4 • 3-7 p.m. 
Appleton, Oshkosh, Clintonville, Chilton, Waupaca, Wautoma

Apply for Free 
and Save $30*

*High school seniors and older

October
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

g g g , p ,

Kaukauna Utilities celebrates the 
2022 version of Public Power Week 
Oct. 1-8, along with 80 other com-
munity-owned, not-for-profit elec-
tric utilities across Wisconsin.   

KU invites community members 
to participate in a variety of Public 
Power Week events. Activities 
include:

An Electric Vehicle car show on 
Saturday, Oct. 1, starting at 9 a.m. 
The event showcases multiple dif-
ferent EVs, including Tesla, Nissan 
Leaf, Chevrolet Bolt, among others.

A Public Power Week celebration 
at Hydro Park on Tuesday, Oct. 4, 
from 4–5:30 p.m. The event will 
include bucket truck rides, tours of 
Badger Hydro Plant, popcorn and 
giveaways, water conservation kits, 
and more.

Immediately following the cele-
bration at Hydro Park, KU will host 

a “Community Conversation with 
your Local Utility” in the commis-
sion chambers at the main office 
building. This event will run from 
5:30–6:30 p.m. 

This event is meant for custo-   
mers to get answers to questions, 
provide feedback, and learn more 
about KU including upcoming      
projects, its strategic Intent, and 
more.

Can’t make it on Oct. 4? KU is 
hosting a separate community con-
versation on Wednesday, Oct. 5, at 
11 a.m. Join KU management for 
cookies, coffee, and a conversation.

“We’re grateful to celebrate the 
benefits of public power with the 
customers we serve,” said Michael 
Avanzi, general manager. “Being a 
public power utility means we live 
and work in the same community as 
our customers. This enables us to 

engage with local residents, make 
decisions based on customer needs, 
maintain affordable rates, and sup-
port the local economy.”

Collectively, Wisconsin’s 81 public 
power utilities provide service to 
nearly 300,000 customers and dis-
tribute 11 percent of the state’s 
electricity. 

Most public power utilities were 
formed in the late 1800s when 
investor-owned utilities focused on 
earning profits from building infra-
structure to serve large cities. 
Recognizing their own need for elec-
tricity, leaders in smaller and more 
remote areas took initiative to 
develop community-owned power 
utilities — with local control and 
with service provided by workers in 
the community. 

This year, Kaukauna Utilities cel-
ebrates 110 years of being commu-
nity-owned.

Today more than 2,000 towns, cit-
ies and villages across the country 
(including large cities like Los 
Angeles, Nashville and Seattle)    
own and operate their own electric 
utility, delivering reliable, afford-
able and environmentally responsi-
ble service to some 49 million 
Americans.

For more information, visit 
kaukaunautilities.com.

Kaukauna Utilities celebrates the benefits of public power next week

Brian Roebke photo
Longtime Kaukauna Utilities Commission President Lee Meyerhofer 
and Kaukauna Utilities General Manager Michael Avanzi hold 
recognition of KU for 110 years of serving the community.

Sep
28 2022 Page

006
Clip

resized
66%

Kaukauna, Heart of the Valley Times-Villager

Property of Wisconsin News Tracker and members of the Wisconsin Newspaper Association.



 

 

September 29, 2022 | Dan Plutchak 

 

File photo by Bram Van Oost/UnSplash 

KAUKAUNA — Visitors to the Kaukauna Farmers Market Saturday will have a chance to get 
an up-close look at electric vehicles and learn more about their fast growing technology 
from their owners. 

Drive Electric Wisconsin is hosting the event from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 1, 2022 
at the Farmers Market at Hydro Park. The event is part of this year’s Drive Electric Week. 

Owners of These Vehicles Have Registered To Attend 

 

https://driveelectricweek.org/event?eventid=3369


Vehicle Registered 

Tesla Model Y 7 

Tesla Model 3 4 

Nissan Leaf (2018+) 2 

Tesla Model S 2 

Chevrolet Bolt 1 

Kia Niro Electric 1 

Mitsubishi i-MiEV 1 

Rivian R1T 1 

Tesla Model X 1 

Volkswagen ID.4 1 

Volvo XC60 AWD PHEV 1 

11 Models 22 

Registered attendees report 833,440 electric miles driven. 

National Drive Electric Week, Sep 23-Oct 2, 2022, is a nationwide celebration to raise 
awareness of the many benefits of all-electric and plug-in hybrid cars, trucks, 
motorcycles, and more. 

Just this week, all 50 states have received final approval to begin construction on a first 
nationwide network of EV charging stations that places one roughly every 50 miles along 



interstate highways, part of the Biden administration’s plan to spur widespread adoption 
of zero-emission cars 

 

“Electric vehicles can provide a cleaner and greener transportation future that helps 
address health, environmental, workforce and economic disparities, particularly for 
underrepresented communities that have been severely impacted by pollution-emitting 
vehicles,” said Terry Travis, co-founder of EVHybridNoire. “National Drive Electric Week 
helps to realize that vision by providing a venue for people of all backgrounds to discover 
the EV experience.” 

Drive Electric Wisconsin comprises representatives from Slipstream, WPPI Energy, Dane 
County, RENEW Wisconsin and Wisconsin Clean Cities. This initiative is made possible with 
financial support from the McKnight Foundation. 

 



 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 
Two Kaukauna Utilities workers head to Florida to provide mutual aid assistance for those impacted by Hurricane Ian Sept. 29, 2022. (Photo 

courtesy Kaukauna Utilities) 

 

September 29,2022 | Molly Ruffing 

KAUKAUNA (WLUK) -- Two Kaukauna workers are heading to Florida to help restore power in the 

wake of Hurricane Ian. 

Rich and Eric -- two Kaukauna Utilities lineworkers will provide mutual assistance in the storm-

battered state. 

Kaukauna Utilities has a mutual aid agreement with other municipal electric utilities across 

Wisconsin as well as across the U.S. Other electric utilities have also been asked to send crews to 

Florida to help restore power 

https://fox11online.com/news/local/gallery/kaukauna-utilities-workers-to-help-restore-power-in-storm-battered-florida-lineworkers-hurricane-ian-tropical-storm-mutual-aid-south-carolina?photo=2
https://fox11online.com/news/local/gallery/kaukauna-utilities-workers-to-help-restore-power-in-storm-battered-florida-lineworkers-hurricane-ian-tropical-storm-mutual-aid-south-carolina?photo=2
https://fox11online.com/news/local/gallery/kaukauna-utilities-workers-to-help-restore-power-in-storm-battered-florida-lineworkers-hurricane-ian-tropical-storm-mutual-aid-south-carolina?photo=3
https://fox11online.com/news/local/gallery/kaukauna-utilities-workers-to-help-restore-power-in-storm-battered-florida-lineworkers-hurricane-ian-tropical-storm-mutual-aid-south-carolina?photo=3
https://fox11online.com/news/local/gallery/kaukauna-utilities-workers-to-help-restore-power-in-storm-battered-florida-lineworkers-hurricane-ian-tropical-storm-mutual-aid-south-carolina?photo=1


 

 

Wisconsin crews set to help Floridians in 

Hurricane Ian aftermath 
 

September 29, 2022 | Michele Fiore 

FLORIDA (CBS 58) -- Pictures of entire neighborhoods taken out by Hurricane Ian are being 

shared. The Red Cross is working around the clock to provider shelter to the newly homeless - 

and utility crews are speeding to Florida to see what they can do. 

More than 33,000 Floridians are spending another night in one of the Red Cross' 260 shelters 

across the state. And volunteers are coming from all over to help in the mass relief effort. 

The massive storm surge left catastrophic damages to Sanibel Causeway. It is now an island 

completely shut off from the mainland. 

Elsewhere in Florida - roofs blown away - heavy winds tossed trees and boats, and left entire 

neighborhoods unrecognizable. Rescues are continuing, even now. Water waist deep, and higher 

in spots. 

At least five have been reported dead in Lee County. And the power is out for at least 90 percent 

of Fort Myers. 

"We're on daily mutual aid call, sometimes multiple times a day where the different utility 

companies in that area are on the call and they'll let us know what kind of damage that they're 

seeing," said Amy Jahns, We Energies spokesperson. 

We Energies is releasing its contract crews to help out, and monitoring weather maps, to see 

whether their own workers may be called to the Carolinas in the coming days. 

"It's nice to know that we're playing a part of helping them get their lives back to normal too," 

said Eric Miller of Kaukauna Utilities. 

Kaukauna Utilities has a two-man crew headed to Kissimmee, Florida in a bucket truck. 



You can imagine how fun it would be driving down in a large vehicle that's not built for highway 

speeds, probably roaring the whole way down and crawling over the mountains. Wish them safe 

travels and hope that they stay safe. 

"We try to make sure that we gave them a lot of resources but also on a personal level, they're 

bringing down a lot of water and other things to drink too, not their first rodeo I guess," said 

Miller. 

Nearly 50 lineworkers from Wisconsin Public Utilities met up in Beloit, roughly 24 hours after the 

hurricane hit Florida. Traveling by convoy to New Smyrna Beach. 

"It's gonna be a lot of debris and we're gonna have to clean up over there. So there's gonna be a 

lot of chain saws working out over there. Yea so what we want to do is get those main lines 

going back up. That's gonna feed all the rest of the commercial properties, residential properties 

over there," said Michael Czuprynko of Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin. 

The secondary lines will be next. Our Wisconsin crews tell us they never know what they'll find 

until they get there, but they're prepared to stay in Florida up to four weeks. 
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BATTLE THEBALLOONSOF

National Night
Out event brings
community together

(Left) Sheriff Brent Kilburg
tosses water balloons at

Kelceé Jones, 7, and other
kids at Little Bear park for
National Night Out. This event

encourages the safety of
neighborhoods by bringing

law enforcement and the
community together under
positive circumstances.



(Left) Braxton Roden,
6, explores the back
of an ambulance truck
as part of one of the
attractions. (Above)

Maquoketa Municipal
Electric Utility give
community members
a new perspective from
the top of their bucket
lift last week.



(Above) Police officers,

Cory Pirtle and Mike
Owen enjoy meeting the

energetic kids at National
Night Out on Sept 13.

(Right) Jackson Bowling,
5, uses a heavy fire hose
to knock down bowling pin

targets with the help of
firefighter Matt Balliu

MSP photos by Erica Mohr and

Faith Jones



(Left) Sheriff deputies help kids press inked lingers onto a piece of paper as part of their identification ii. (Middle) Sally
Davies plays the role of Ilie 11511 to help kids vow' prises al the fishing game (Right) Youths decorated the sides of a police car
wit inked haridpricils
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NMLS #619812
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Ow

ICONIC FOUNDA

Anything t
ever arise, 
right there
you out an
you going

September 4, 2022
ASSIST FIRE:  At 3:25 

p.m., Police responded to 
the 100 block of 6th Avenue 
for a reported odor of natural 

that there was a gas leak in 
the area.

911 CALL:  At 6:14 p.m., 
Police responded to the in-
tersection of 1st Street and 
6th Avenue for a 911 call.  
Police were advised by 
dispatch that the call came 
from a disconnected phone 
and there were no signs of 
distress.  Police arrived in 

there was no emergency.
HAZARD:  At 7:00 

p.m., Police removed tree 
branches from the road in 
the 800 block of STH 69.

September 5, 2022
MEDICAL CALL:  At 

9:51 a.m., Police responded 
to a medical call in the 500 
block of Railroad Street.

ASSIST AGENCY:  At 
12:17 p.m., Police re-
sponded to 9th Avenue at 
6th Street for a powerline 
that was struck by a tree that 
a landowner was cutting 
down.  New Glarus Utili-
ties was contacted and re-
sponded to the scene.

HAZARD:  At 6:41 p.m., 
Police removed an object 
from the roadway at the in-
tersection of 2nd Street and 
4th Avenue.

September 6, 2022
ANIMAL CALL:  At 7:49 

a.m., Police received several 
calls on a found kitten in the 
1400 block 2nd Street.  A 
citizen assisted and took 
possession of the kitten until 
the Humane Society opened 
up.

ASSIST AGENCY:  At 
10:46 a.m., New Glarus Po-
lice assisted the Lafayette 
County Human Services De-

partment with an investiga-
tion they were working on.

TRAFFIC:  At 3:26 p.m., 
Police cited Austyn R. Al-
thaus, 27, Monroe, for Non-
Registration after being 
stopped in the 1400 block of 
2nd Street.

MEDICAL CALL:  At 
5:27 p.m., Police responded 
to the 10 block of 2nd Street 
for a report of an unrespon-
sive subject.  The caller 
observed the person down, 
called 911 and initiated 
CPR.  Police arrived and re-
lieved the caller in perform-
ing life saving measures, 
later with the assistance of 

obtained a pulse.  The sub-
ject was then transported to 
UW Hospital in Madison, 
WI.

September 7, 2022
MEDICAL CALL:  At 

1:50 p.m., Police responded 
to the 300 block of 5th Street 
for a medical call.

MEDICAL CALL:  At 
1:53 p.m., Police responded 
to the 700 block of 12th Av-
enue for a medical call.

WELFARE:  At 4:36 
p.m., Police responded to 
the 700 block of 12th Av-
enue to check the welfare of 
a subject who had reportedly 
fallen.

TRAFFIC:  At 6:54 p.m., 
Police cited Adam. P. Ruef, 
31, New Glarus, for Expired 
Registration after being 
stopped on STH 69 at 6th 
Avenue.

September 8, 2022
HAZARD:  At 11:24 a.m., 

piece of metal from the 
roadway on CTH W at STH 
69.

HAZARD:  At 11:35 a.m., 
Police removed a piece of 
construction wood from the 
roadway in the 500 block of 

STH 69.
WELFARE:  At 6:31 

p.m., Police checked the 
welfare of a motorist in the 
1100 block of STH 69.

ASSIST AGENCY:  At 
11:03 p.m., New Glarus 
Police assisted the Green 
County Sheriff’s Office 
with a reported disturbance 
between two subjects in the 
W5700 block of CTH H.

September 9, 2022
ANIMAL CALL:  At 3:27 

p.m., Police were dispatched 
to the 800 block of STH 69 
for a report of a dead cat in 
the roadway.  The cat was 
removed.

ALCOHOL OFFENSE:  
At 7:13 p.m., Police re-
ceived a parking complaint 
in the 1400 block of 2nd 
Street.  Subsequently, at the 
conclusion of contact, Stuart 
J. Crawford, 50, Belleville, 
was cited for Consuming 
Alcohol Beverage on School 
Grounds.

MEDICAL CALL:  At 
8:28 p.m., Police responded 
to a medical call at the foot-
ball game involving a player 
that was injured.

TRAFFIC:  At 8:42 p.m., 
Police cited Maria V. Lu-
jano-Martinez, 40, Madi-

New Glarus Police

See NGPD, page 14

Black Earth, WI
M-Fr 9-7, Sat 9-5 Sun 10-5

608-767-3447 | 608-231-4445

“Your 
Complete 

Family Shoe 
Store”

son, for Operating a Motor 
Vehicle Without a Valid Li-
cense after being stopped in 
the 1200 block of STH 69.

THEFT:  At 9:10 p.m., 
Police observed a student 
remove a school sign and at-
tempt to steal it.  The student 

the restroom sign.  School 
administration was advised.

ANIMAL PROBLEM:  
At 11:26 p.m., Police re-
moved a dead animal from 
the roadway at the intersec-
tion of CTH W and Elmer 
Road.

September 10, 2022
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SUSPICIOUS ACTIV-
ITY:  At 7:54 a.m., Police 
responded to the 500 block 
of 14th Avenue to investi-
gate a suspicious incident.

LOCKOUT:  At 11:33 
a.m., Police assisted a citi-
zen that was locked out of 
their apartment.  Entry was 
gained without damaging 
any property.

ILLEGAL BURNING:  
At 5:16 p.m., Police re-
ceived a complaint of pos-
sible illegal burning in the 
area of the 1100 block of 
2nd Street.  The area was 
checked and no illegal burn-
ing was located.

PARKING:  At 5:45 p.m., 
Police made contact with 
a person that was exiting a 
vehicle that was illegally 
parked.  The vehicle was 
moved.

TRAFFIC COMPLAINT:  
At 7:50 p.m., Police were 

of a delivery truck traveling 
northbound on STH 69 from 
the Hefty Road area that was 
swerving and had no head-
lights on.  The vehicle was 
not located.

September 11, 2022
MEDICAL CALL:  At 

10:34 a.m., Police responded 
to the 700 block of 2nd Av-
enue for a medical call.

ASSIST CITIZEN:  At 
11:45 a.m., Police assisted 
a citizen that had dropped 
their keys down the drain at 
the intersection of 2nd Street 
and 4th Avenue.

DOMESTIC PROBLEM:  
At 12:21 p.m., Police re-

sponded to the 400 block 
of 6th Avenue for a verbal 
argument between two sub-
jects.  The subjects were 
later separated.

MEDICAL CALL:  At 
3:31 p.m., Police responded 
to the 400 block of 2nd 
Street for a medical call.

ASSIST AGENCY:  At 
6:52 p.m., New Glarus Po-
lice assisted the Belleville 
Police Department with an 
altercation between two 
subjects in the 400 block of 
East Avenue, in the Village 
of Belleville.
Presumption of Innocence

Individuals named above, 
whether arrested or issued 
citations, are entitled to the 
presumption of innocence.   
For more information, see 
Wis. Stat. Sec. 111.335 or 
consult with your attorney.

Media Release 
Policy and Accuracy

This Media Release is for 
informational purposes only 

-
dents handled by the New 
Glarus Police Department 
in the time period described.  
Media  The information 
contained in this release is 
believed to be accurate.  If 
you believe data displayed 
in this release is incorrect, 
please contact the New 
Glarus Police Department at 
(608) 527-2145.

Burt Boldebuck,
Chief of Police

New Glarus Police De-
partment

NGPD
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Plymouth Utilities crew to 
assist with hurricane damage
As Florida utilities prepare 

for anticipated damage when 
Hurricane Ian makes landfall 
this week, dozens of lineworkers 
from municipally-owned utili-
ties across Wisconsin, includ-
ing Plymouth, are answering the 
call.

Florida Municipal Electric 
Association (FMEA) has asked 
Municipal Electric Utilities of 
Wisconsin (MEUW) to organize 
electric system “mutual aid” 
crews to head for Kissimmee, 
Florida, to work side-by-side 
with Kissimmee Utility Author-
ity (KUA) employees and other 
mutual aid crews. Workers from 
22 Wisconsin communities will 
help with recovery work that 
is expected to be needed in the 
wake of Hurricane Ian.

Plymouth City Administrator 
Timothy Blakeslee said the city 
is sending two tree trimmers, 
two journeyman linemen, and 
two apprentice linemen, along 
with a pickup truck and a bucket 
truck.

As of 7:00 a.m. on Wednes-
day, Sept. 28, Wisconsin munici-
pal utilities are planning to send 
at least 41 electric lineworkers, 

trucks, digger derricks, and oth-
er equipment. MEUW is send-
ing one of its staff members to 
monitor worker safety and help 
coordinate efforts on the ground 
in Florida.

The Wisconsin crews are 

scheduled to depart on Thursday
morning and will use Chatta-
nooga, Tenn., as an initial stag-
ing area. Workers are expected
to be in Florida for 10 days to
two weeks.

Municipal utilities participat-
ing in the initial wave of Ian-re-
lated mutual aid come from Ar-
cadia, Black Earth, Cedarburg,
Elkhorn, Fennimore, Hartford,

manie, Muscoda, New Lisbon,
Manitowoc, Oconomowoc,
Oconto Falls, Plymouth, Rice 
Lake, Richland Center, Shawa-
no, Stoughton, Sun Prairie, Wau-
nakee, and Wisconsin Rapids.

Mutual aid is electric utilities
helping each other in times of 
need. Utilities that want to give
and get help for power restora-
tion after a disaster are part of a
network of community-owned
electric companies. When (and
even before) a major disaster
hits a utility’s territory and the
utility knows that its own crews
and equipment won’t be enough
to restore power quickly, it calls
for mutual aid. Other utilities in
the network respond with what 
they can offer.

Formed in 1928, Municipal
Electric Utilities of Wisconsin
is the state association providing
safety services, leadership and
management training, advocacy,
and member support to the 81
municipal electric utilities across
Wisconsin.
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September 28, 2022 | Tyler Peters 

MADISON, Wis. (WMTV) - Florida’s public utility companies are asking for help and Wisconsin is 

answering the call. 

“Immediately once we got that call, we wrangled up our crew and said ‘yep, let’s try to send as many 

people as we possibly can,” Stoughton utilities director Jill Weiss said. “Reached out to membership 

because it’s public power, so those communities were able to respond and provide assistance.” 

Municipal electric utilities of Wisconsin is sending a crew of 41 people to Kissimmee, Florida. 

Workers from 22 different Wisconsin communities will be assisting with recovery efforts to restore 

power. 

Crews could be down in Florida for up to three weeks. 



“We plan to just plan ahead,” Weiss said. “We said ‘let’s plan for three weeks,’ but we’ve been told 

probably 10-14 days.” 

After being on the receiving end in years past, Weiss says her team is excited for the opportunity to 

give back. 

“Anything we can do to help,” Weiss said. “I mean, that’s what’s great about public utilities. We team 

together and help out wherever we can. And again, we want to pay it forward, but we’ve also received 

a lot of help over the years, so it’s a great opportunity to give back.” 

Crews are expected to depart for Florida at 7 a.m. Thursday. 

From there, they will drive down to Tennessee and await further instructions before making the drive 

to Kissimmee. 

 

 



 

Electronics Recycling for 
SBU Customers 
 

 

 

September 29, 2022 | Door County Pulse, Peninsula Pulse  

Sturgeon Bay Utilities (SBU) is hosting a free electronics-recycling event for its customers Oct. 5, 8 
am – 5 pm, when staff members will unload items from cars during the contactless drop-off. 

Eligible items to recycle include phones, monitors, speakers, laptops, DVD players, microwaves, 
game systems, power supplies and more. Call 920.746.2820 if you have questions. 



By Mike Peters 
President & CEO, WPPI Energy

As Sun Prairie Utilities’ 
wholesale power supplier, 
WPPI Energy is accountable 
to your com-
munity, and I 
am responsible 
to report to you 
on how our joint 
action agency is 
faring.

It ’s an 
extraordinary 
time for our membership and 
for the electric utility industry 
overall. The ways we produce 
and use energy are changing, 
and WPPI member utilities are 
helping lead the transition.

This month we mark the 
first anniversary of our new-
est power supply resource: 
the Point Beach Solar Energy 
Center. WPPI aims to reduce 
our carbon dioxide emissions 
100% by 2050, and this cost-ef-
fective, carbon-free addition 
further diversifies our portfo-
lio.

We’re always looking 
ahead, and that means ensur-
ing that the changes to come 
make sense for our communi-
ties. We know that achieving 
a zero-carbon future requires 
balancing three priorities: reli-
ability, affordability, and sus-
tainability.

We also know that large-
scale facilities like Point 
Beach Solar provide afford-
able, accessible renewable 
options for all customers. So, 
we counted it as a win recently 
when federal measures that 
we fought for became law that 
will equitably lower the cost 
to invest in these projects for 

our communities. This advo-
cacy is one of the ways we work 
to ensure that policy makers’ 
decisions about energy issues 
make sense for the communi-
ties we serve.

With costs on the rise for 
almost everything, there’s no 
question that affordability is 
crucial. This summer, soar-
ing natural gas prices drove 
up electric costs for custom-
ers nationwide, including our 
member communities.

Fortunately, WPPI’s respon-
sive financial structure and 
member-governed business 
model enabled our Executive 
Committee to take meaning-
ful action that mitigated a por-
tion of the impact on whole-
sale power bills for member 
utilities and their customers.

WPPI also delivers long-
term savings for members by 
issuing bonds to affordably 
finance our projects. In May, 
we locked in a lower inter-
est rate to refund $112 mil-
lion in outstanding bonds. 
This action will reduce WPPI 
wholesale costs to members 
for the next 15 years.

Of course, costs aren’t all 
customers care about. As tech-
nology evolves, consumer 
expectations are also chang-
ing. WPPI members are ready 
with modern, shared busi-
ness technologies and for-
ward-thinking programs to 
continue leading the way in 
meeting customers’ expecta-
tions.

Not only are these offer-
ings unparalleled among 
organizations like ours, but 
they also make a meaning-
ful difference in our commu-
nities. As part of our ongoing 

electric vehicle efforts, a mem-
ber collaboration is under-
way to help ensure that plan-
ners of smaller utility systems 
will be ready to reliably serve 
this growing demand. And, 
recently, we helped several 
WPPI member communities 
evaluate emerging options like 
solar-to-battery technology to 
help strengthen resiliency for 
utility customers providing 
local emergency response and 
other essential services.

The not-for-profit utilities 
that make up WPPI were cre-
ated for the benefit of those 
they serve, and they provide 
significant value for local cus-
tomers and their communi-
ties. WPPI’s purpose is to help 
preserve and enhance that 
value, now and for the long 
term. This is a commitment 
on which we will continue to 
deliver.

The state of our joint action 
agency is strong and, together, 
WPPI members will continue 
to lead and thrive through 
changing times.

The 2022 State of WPPI can 
be viewed online at wppienergy.
org/2022-state-of-wppi-video 
or with the electronic version of 
this column at sunprairiestar.
com.

Peters is President & CEO 
of member-owned, not-for-
profit, Sun Prairie-based WPPI 
Energy, which provides whole-
sale electric power, services and 
advocacy for Sun Prairie Utili-
ties and 50 other local, not-for-
profit utilities. Together, WPPI 
members serve more than 
200,000 homes and businesses 
in Wisconsin, Upper Michigan 
and Iowa.

The State of WPPI Energy in 2022

Peters
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Power crews provide aid in Florida 

 

 
 

 

September 28.2022 | Honor Milton 

 

 

MADISON, Wis. (WMTV) - Wisconsin public power crews are headed to Florida to help with hurricane relief 

after Hurricane Ian makes landfall this week. 

The Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin said they are sending 41 electric lineworkers, a fleet of bucket 

trucks, digger derricks and other equipment down south to work alongside the Kissimmee Utility Authority in 

providing power restoration in the aftermath of Hurricane Ian. 

Among the crews headed to Florida are municipal utilities from Sun Prairie and Waunakee; they are expected to 

be in Florida for 10 to 14 days. 

 




