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Cedarburg electronics recycling
event is Saturday

CEDARBURG — The Cedarburg Light & Water Utility
will host a community appliance and electronic recy-
cling event from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday at Firemen’s
Park, W65N796 Washington Ave. All Ozaukee County
residents are invited to attend.

There is no cost to dispose of computers, laptops,
printers, scanners, DVD or VCR players, DVRs, cell
phone, keyboards, air conditioners, dehumidifiers,
refrigerators, microwaves, washers and dryers, stoves,
dishwashers, water heaters, car batteries, gas grills, all
wiring and cords, speakers, lawn mowers and snow
blowers. Oil and gas must be removed from outdoor
equipment before drop-off.

There is a $35 disposal fee for all TVs and a $10 fee for
all computer and all-in-one monitors. Payments must be
made in cash. Dell Reconnect is a free computer recy-
cling program and works with Goodwill Industries. To
learn more, go to dellreconnect.com.

A future electronics recycling event is planned for
Sept. 23.

For more information, go to cedarburglightandwa-
ter.org. 
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TERRI PEDERSON
tpederson@wiscnews.com 

COLUMBUS — Joseph Ham-
mer was elected as the new 
mayor of Columbus on Tues-
day, April 4, beating out Co-
lumbus City Council President 

Ian Gray for the position. 
Hammer received 1,008 votes 

to Gray’s 733 votes. He will be 
replacing current mayor Mary 
Arnold, who decided not to run 
again for the position. 

Gray will remain on the 
council. His terms runs through 
April of 2024. Gray was ap-
pointed to fill a vacancy for the 
District 1 alderperson position 
in June 2019. He was elected 
as District 1 alderperson in 

2020 and 2022. 
He has served 
as the council 
president since 
2021.

“Thanks to 
those who voted 
for me,” Ham-
mer posted on 
a community 

Facebook page after learning he 
won the election. “I will do my 
very best to serve the commu-

nity as mayor. Please keep me 
in your prayers.”

Hammer has lived in Co-
lumbus for 43 years and retired 
from Columbus Water & Light 
after 42 years of service.

Hammer will be sworn in at 
a council meeting later this 
month. 

Follow Terri Pederson on Twitter 
@tlp53916 or contact her at 
920-356-6760.

TERRI PEDERSON, DAILY CITIZEN 

Columbus Mayor Mary Arnold assists a resident as she votes on Tuesday at the Columbus Community Center. Arnold, who served one term in the 
role, decided against running for the position again. Columbus resident Joseph Hammer won the election and will assume offi  ce later this month. 

Hammer nails down victory
Retired Columbus 
utility worker earns 
term as mayor of city

Hammer
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Food drive in Florence 

 
 
FLORENCE, Wis. — Florence Utilities, the community’s locally owned, not‐for‐profit utility, held a successful food drive 
over the month of March. Ultimately, the utility raised more than $1,100 and brought in 420 pounds of food for St. 
Vincent de Paul.According to the program’s press release, in total over $33 million have been given through this 
program since 2006. 
 
“We don’t just work here in Florence, we live here too,” said Roger Secrist, general manager of Florence Utilities. “We 
believe, along with the rest of this great community, that nobody deserves to be hungry. It was really inspiring to see so 
many people come through and make donations to help supplement the food pantry.” 
 
To encourage donations, Florence Utilities held a drawing for the chance to win one of three $100 VISA gift cards to 
anyone who made a donation. The winners of the drawing were Jason Carney, Brant Brolin, and Wayne Falk. 
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HYDRANT FLUSHING 
 Florence Utilities will 
be flushing water mains in 
the Town of Florence and 
Commonwealth on Friday, 
May 12 from midnight to 5 
a.m. During this period, 
you may experience fluctu-
ating water pressure and 
water may be discolored. 
We recommend you avoid 
washing clothes during this 
time. If you do, please 
check your water for discol-
oration prior to washing 
any clothes.  
 Hydrant flushing 
scrubs the distribution sys-
tem and it may temporarily 
result in discolored or rusty 
water. This means the hy-
drant flushing is working.  
 Semi-annually our staff 
opens fire hydrant valves to 
allow water to flow through 
the pipes. Systematically 
opening the hydrants en-
hances water quality by 
flushing sediment from the 
main pipelines, verifies the 
proper operation of hy-
drants and valves, and en-
sures that the hydrant is 
operational in an emergen-
cy.  
 The flushing route is 
carefully planned to control 
the direction of water. 
When a hydrant is opened, 
there may be a temporary 
episode of discolored water 
while fine sediment parti-
cles are flushed from the 
system. There are no health 
hazards associated with the 
discolored water. If you see 
discolored water, run the 
cold water for a few 
minutes, allowing new wa-
ter to work its way into 
your pipes. Avoid washing 
laundry until water runs 
clear. Thank you for your 
patience. If you experience 
any problems with water 
quality or pressure after a 
hydrant flushing, please 
contact Florence Utilities at 
715-528-3330.  
DIGGERS HOTLINE 8-1-
1 
 Safe digging starts with 
knowing what’s below. No 
matter how large or small 
the project or how deep 

you’re digging, under-
ground lines pose a threat 
to your safety. At least 
three working days before 
you begin any project that 
involves digging, contact 
Diggers Hotline to have the 
underground lines in the 
work area located. Filing a 
locate request is free and 
it’s the law. Representatives 
are available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week by dial-
ing 811 or 800-242-8511. 
Be prepared to file the lo-
cate request by having the 
following information 
available prior to making 
the call. 1) Your name and 
contact information. 2) The 
city, township, or village 
you are planning to work 
in. 3) The street address and 
road where your work site 
is located. 4) The nearest 
intersecting road and the 
distance to that road. 5) The 
kind of work you are doing, 
such as planting a tree or 
putting up a fence. 6) 
Whether any explosives, 
boring equipment or equip-
ment that reaches 14 feet 
into the air or higher will be 
used. 7) The date you plan 
to start your work. 8) The 
area you would like to have 
marked for underground 
facilities on the property. 
[For example: a 20-foot 
radius of the tree in the 
back yard or a 10-foot pe-
rimeter of the staked area 
west of the garage.] After 
submitting your locate re-
quest with Diggers Hotline 
the underground lines in the 
area of your worksite will 
be marked by the service 
owners with colored paint 
and flags. Each color indi-
cates a different type of 
service. For example, yel-
low identifies natural gas 
lines and red identifies elec-
tric service. These marks 
allow you to know approxi-
mately where the lines are 
buried and will help you to 
avoid hitting them while 
digging. Before you begin 
yard projects make sure to 
notify Diggers Hotline. By 
doing so you can avoid 
damaging buried lines, 
which means your project 
can be completed safely 

and without additional 
costs. For more infor-
mation visit 
www.diggershotline.com 
or contact Florence Utili-
ties at 715-528-3330 or 
715-696-3330. 
DOWNED POWER 
LINES 
 With spring comes the 
onset of thunderstorms and 
tornado season. This type 
of severe weather may 
result in downed power 
lines and power outages. 
Downed power lines can 
carry an electric current 
strong enough to cause 
serious injury or possibly 
death. If you see a downed 
power line, move away 
from the line and anything 
touching it. Do not attempt 
to move a downed power 
line or anything in contact 
with the line. Be careful 
not to put your feet near 
water where a downed 
power line is located; and 
do not drive over downed 
lines. 
 If you observe a 
downed line or are experi-
encing a power outage, do 
not assume that a neighbor 
or passerby has called it in. 
Immediately contact Flor-
ence Utilities at 715-528-
3330 or dial 911 after nor-
mal business hours. 
CUSTOMER RESPONSI-
BILITY 
 Florence Utilities’ 
goal has always been to 
deliver natural gas to all of 
our customers as safely and 
efficiently as possible. At 
the same time, we want 
you the customer, to under-
stand your responsibilities 
with regard to maintaining 
a gas delivery system that 
is safe and free from corro-
sion or leaks. 
 The utility inspects 
and maintains the gas pip-
ing that runs underground 
from the main to your gas 
meter. If you are a property 
owner, property manager, 
tenant and/or occupant, 
you are responsible for 
maintaining all gas lines on 
your side of the meter. 
You, as a customer are 
responsible for the inspec-
tion and maintenance of all 
interior and exterior gas 
piping, including buried 
pipe that runs from the 
meter to individual appli-
ances, as well as to other 
buildings beyond your me-
ter connection (customer 
piping). The utility does 
not inspect or maintain 
customer piping, including 
any buried piping. Please 

contact us if you are unsure 
or unable to perform those 
tasks, or encounter prob-
lems you are unable to 
resolve safely. 
 Most customer piping 
is interior gas piping, 
which is not ordinarily 
susceptible to corrosion but 
could be under abnormal 
conditions such as high 
moisture, or corrosive at-
mosphere or agents. If you 
have underground gas 
pipelines on your property 
beyond your meter, such as 
buried pipe to another 
building or structure with a 
gas appliance, or an out-
door gas grill, these lines 
should be periodically in-
spected for corrosion and / 
or leakage by a properly 
trained technician, as those 
conditions commonly lead 
to corrosion. If an unsafe 
condition is found, it 
should be repaired prompt-
ly. If you have any ques-
tions regarding customer 
responsibility of gas deliv-
ery equipment, please call 
us at 715-528-3330 or 715-
696-3330. Visit 
www.florenceutilitieswi.co
m for more information 
regarding natural gas safe-
ty. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP OPPOR-
TUNITY  
 Florence Utilities, in 
partnership with WPPI 
Energy, is offering gradu-
ating seniors in the Flor-
ence Utilities service area 
the opportunity to apply for 
a college scholarship. Two-
$500 or One-$1,000 schol-
arship will be awarded 
depending on the number 
of qualified applicants. 
Preference given to candi-
dates in this order: 
1. Applicants planning to 
enroll in an Electrical Pow-
er Distribution program. 
2. Applicants planning to 
enroll in an Electrical En-
gineering program. 
3. Applicants planning to 
enroll in other Engineering 
programs utilized in the 
electrical industry such as 
Mechanical, Chemical, or 
Civil. 
4. Applicants planning to 
enroll in any science pro-
gram providing they could 
eventually be employed in 
the utility industry or work 
in an industry involved 
with the utility industry. 
 Contact the high 
school guidance counselor 
Mallori Feuerhammer at 
feuerham-
merm@myflorence.org or 

call 715-528-3217 Ext. 
1307 for more information. 
ELECTRICAL SAFETY 
MONTH 
 May is National Elec-
trical Safety Month and the 
Electrical Safety Founda-
tion International (ESFI) is 
launching its annual effort 
to help reduce electrically-
related fatalities, injuries, 
and property loss. Many 
electrocutions and home 
fires can be prevented 
simply by understanding 
basic electrical safety prin-
ciples and adhering to safe 
practices. ESFI has devel-
oped a number of re-
sources to help educate 

homeowners, consumers, 
older adults, and children. 
 Whether you are a 
homeowner or a renter, 
electrical safety should be a 
top priority in your home. 
Awareness of electrical 
hazards is the key to reduc-
ing the staggering number 
of electrically-related home 
fires, injuries and deaths 
that occur every year. 
 Visit www.esfi.org to 
obtain information and re-
sources to help you gain a 
better understanding of how 
to use electricity and elec-
trical products safely. 
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By Brian Roebke
Editor

Michael Avanzi took over leader-
ship of Kaukauna Utilities upon 
the retirement of Jeff Feldt on 
Nov. 1, 2001, bringing his wife 
Channy and twin children with 
him from Colorado Springs 
Utilities, where he worked for the 
previous five years, finishing as 
the manager of electric construc-
tion and maintenance.

He earned a bachelor’s degree in 
electrical engineering from 
Christian Brothers University in 
Memphis and a master’s degree in 
business administration from 
Union University in Jackson, 
Tenn.

Avanzi, who now has nearly 20 
years of experience leading utility 
engineering and operations activi-
ties, came to Kaukauna as part of 
a nationwide search by the 
Kaukauna Utilities Commission.

His hometown is Memphis, 
Tenn., where he was born and 
raised and met his wife and got 
married.

“I was fortunate enough to land 
this position and my wife and I are 
really happy to be here,” he said. 

The Avanzis think the Kaukauna 
community is great. Channy loves 
the programs held by the recre-
ation department in the SPAR 
building for kids.

“We didn’t know what we would 
think about the small-town thing 
because we’ve lived in Memphis 
and Colorado Springs, which are 
larger cities, and it’s actually 
grown on us,” he said.

They like not having to deal with 
traffic and the hustle and bustle of 
the city but they still have all the 
conveniences of the city with 
Appleton and Green Bay close by.

“The summers and the falls are 
just spectacular weather wise,” he 
said. “It’s not too hot or too humid 
compared to what we’re used to.”

Winters have been an adjust-
ment since they’re not used to the 
cold weather. While it snows in 
Colorado, the temperatures usu-
ally melt snow rather quickly.

“Colorado has nice spring-like 
days throughout the winter time,” 
he said.

Channy said they’ve ventured 
out to a lot of different spots in the 
area like vineyards and supper 
clubs as well as museums and 
their favorite destination to take 
the kids, Bay Beach. The kids also 
like the inside play area at 
McDonald’s. They also spend a lot 
of time at the YMCA in Kimberly.

“I have to say when we got here I 
was a little blue, it’s a small town 
and I was not feeling it but it’s 
kind of feeling like home,” she said. 
“It feels good.”

Avanzis enjoying Kaukauna community
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Updated: Apr 21, 2023, 10:00 AM 
Published: Apr 21, 2023, 9:59 AM 
 
MUSCODA ‐ Muscoda Utilities encourages customers to thank local lineworkers on April 18 for National 
Lineman Appreciation Day. Lineworkers, the utility employees who install, maintain and repair overhead 
and underground power lines and related equipment, play a crucial part in making sure people have 
access to reliable power. 
 
“Our lineworkers work hard all year long, through storms, snow, and sunshine, to keep the lights on in 
Muscoda,” said Troy Wardell, Superintendent. “The work they do is essential to keeping our community 
powered.” 
 
Line work is not easy. Lineworkers must have the physical strength and agility to climb poles, dig 
trenches, and more while wearing equipment that can weigh around 45 pounds. They expose 
themselves to danger each day they go to work, whether it be dealing with high voltage lines or working 
off the ground on a pole or in a bucket lift. Since power outages can happen at any time and caused by 
anything from a squirrel chewing wires to a car accident, lineworkers need to be prepared to spring into 
action at a moment’s notice. 
 
During an emergency, lineworkers are typically the first people on the scene. Storms and other 
catastrophic events can down power lines and put civilians and first responders at risk of electrocution. 



 

 

Negaunee offers grants to nonprofits 
NEGAUNEE — Negaunee City Manager Nate Heffron has announced a community contributions grants 
program for nonprofits for 2023. 
 
The city will be accepting applications for the program until May 19. 
 
Qualifications for the program include: 

 Must be a nonprofit organization within city limits of Negaunee 

 Funds must be expended to help the overall organization or public at large (cannot be for an 
individual) 

 Cannot have received this grant the year prior 
According to the program’s press release, in total over $33 million have been given through this program 
since 2006. 
 
“This is a great way to give back to our local non‐profits,” Heffron said. “They are the backbone (of) our 
community.” 
 
Funding for the program comes from the not‐for‐profit wholesale power provider and joint action 
agency WPPI Energy, which Negaunee is a member‐owner. 
 
A copy of 2023’s community contributions grants program can be obtained at the city utilities 
department at city hall or online at cityofnegaunee.com. 
 
Questions can be directed to City Treasurer Brian Downing at 906‐475‐7700, ext. 16. 
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OBITUARIES

Melvin Meier

Published on Apr 23, 2023

The gentle and kind soul of Melvin A. Meier, 82, of Charlesburg went peacefully
home to his Lord and Savior on Wednesday, April 19, 2023 at Abridge Care
Cottage of Chilton with his loving wife, Rosie, and godson, Dan Diederich, at his
side.

https://www.iwantthenews.com/obituaries/
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He was born Oct. 18, 1940, in Marytown, son of the late Anton and Margaret
(Franzen) Meier.

Melvin was an extremely humble man. He had a beautiful mind and possessed
many hands-on trades’ skills, and had countless talents and abilities. He loved
to utilize these skills when accomplishing projects for family and friends.

He had a quick and playful wit, was a patient mentor and could work tirelessly.
His positive attitude and love of life were infectious to those around him.

Melvin was currently an active member of Our Lady of the Holyland Parish (St.
Mary’s, Marytown). Prior to joining St. Mary’s he had been a member of St.
Charles Catholic Church.

Melvin proudly served his country in the United States Army (1959-1961) and
received an honorable discharge. He had been stationed in Germany where he
met his lifelong friends, Jurgen and Christiane Bruhl. Upon his return home, he
joined Chilton Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3153. He became part of the VFW
Military Honor Guard. He volunteered countless hours to Post 3153 throughout
his lifetime.

Melvin married the love of his life, RoseAnn “Rosie” Karls on May 13, 1967 at
Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Jericho. Together they created a beautiful life.
They took many enjoyable trips. Throughout their marriage they performed
many “guardian angel” volunteer services for their church, neighbors, family,
friends and community.

Melvin worked for New Holstein Utilities (1963-1998) as a lineman, crew lead
man and crew foreman.

Even in his retirement, when called upon, Melvin worked for New Holstein
Utilities on several jobs. Other businesses he worked for after retirement were
Del Zoellner Landscaping and Stanley Schmitz, Inc. delivering appliances. He
also plowed snow for the Town of Chilton.

rkraemer
Highlight
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Melvin was a wonderful steward of the property that he and Rosie owned. He
was a skilled woodsman. He and Rosie took great care of their lawn, yard and
gardens. He loved tending to and harvesting their nut trees and fruit trees. He
and Rosie helped care for many litters of their neighbor’s, John Hoffmann,
Boston terriers.

His pastimes included couple’s league volleyball, bowling, dartball league and
Chilton Old Timer’s League baseball. He was a bow and gun hunter who had
many successful trips to the woods and out West (whitetail deer, elk, mule deer
and antelope). He also spent time fishing and sturgeon spearing. Melvin created
his own sturgeon decoys.

Melvin and Rosie were dedicated to their community, volunteering at the
Salvation Army in Chilton and the Ledge View Nature Center. The Red Cross
also benefited from Melvin donating 23 gallons of blood.

He will be fondly remembered and greatly missed by his wife, Rosie; his
siblings, Br. Ray Meier and Margaret Voss; siblings-in-law, Arlene Meier, Jim
(Sharon) Karls, John Karls and his special friend, Jean Wadley, Lyle (Rosanne)
Karls and Dorothy Ward; and his godsons, Dan Diederich and Joshua Karls.

He is further survived by nieces; nephews; great-nieces and nephews; other
relatives; and friends.

Melvin was preceded in death by his parents, Anton and Margaret (Franzen)
Meier; his father-in-law and mother-in-law, Mike and Marie (Ziegelbauer)
Karls; his siblings, Benedict Meier, Edward Meier, Marian (Walter) Loehr and
Dorothy (Donald) Diederich; and his siblings-in-law, Wayne Voss, Joseph Karls,
Mary (Luchterhand) Karls and Nancy (Soliven) Karls.

Mass of Christian Burial will be at 11 a.m. on Saturday, April 29 at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Marytown. Burial service will be in the St. Charles Catholic
Cemetery in Charlesburg at 3 p.m.

Friends may call at Wieting Family Funeral Home (411 W. Main St.) in Chilton
on Friday, April 28 from 4 until 7 p.m. and on Saturday at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church from 9 until 10:45 a.m. A Parish Vigil will be held Friday evening at the
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close of the visitation.

Rosie wishes to express heart-felt appreciation to her neighbors and friends,
Tom and Chris Pafford. Also to family, friends and neighbors who were helpful
during these difficult times, the staff of Homestead Health Care, Ascension
Calumet Hospital Chilton and Abridge Care Cottage Center of Chilton. Special
thanks for the wonderful care of Calumet County Hospice. Rosie is also grateful
to her nephew, Dan Diederich, and niece, Jan Furtak, for being at her side for
the last two months.

“Melvin, thank you for being there for me, and being the best husband. I will
miss you always. Love, Rosie.”
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CHRIS MERTES 
spedit@hngnews.com

District 1 Alder Terry McIl-
roy will be the new Sun Prairie 
City Council President, thanks 
to action taken Tuesday night, 
April 18, by the Sun Prairie City 
Council affirming nominations 
made earlier in the evening by 
the council’s Committee of the 
Whole.

District 2 Alder Bob Jokisch 
will be the council’s vice presi-
dent and outgoing city council 
president and District 3 Alder 
Maureen Crombie was elected 
the council’s elected represen-
tative to the Sun Prairie Plan 
Commission. Both were sole 
nominees and approved by 
council acclamation.

District 3 Alder Mike Jacobs 
received nominations and 
approvals as Sustainability 
Committee and Sun Prairie 
Utilities Commission represen-
tative from the council.

Both Alders Brent Eisber-
ner (District 2) and Jokisch will 
remain council appointees to 
the city’s Housing Committees 
after being sole nominees. Eis-
berner will also serve as the 
council appointee to the Fire 
Advisory Committee, which 
may cease to exist after Sun 
Prairie Fire & Rescue becomes 
a city entity on Jan. 1, 2024. The 
council will reevaluate the need 
for the committee before the 
end of 2023.

Mayor Paul Essex’s list of 
board, committee and commis-
sion appointments is tradition-
ally considered by the council 
during its first meeting in May.

Alders approve $2.28 million 
in budget adjustments

Acting on a recommenda-
tion from City Finance Direc-
tor Kristin Vander Kooi, alders 
approved first quarter bud-
get adjustments totaling 

$2,228,163.
According to Vander Kooi’s 

report to the council, during 
the first quarter of 2023, staff 
brought forward three projects 
that require budget amend-
ments to complete. When the 
projects were presented, infor-
mation regarding the funding 
needs were provided and that 
the official budget amendment 
would come forward at a later 
date. The budget amendment 
requests are:

• Class and Compensation 
Plan — $330,861 approved 
by the Sun Prairie City Coun-
cil on Jan. 17, 2023. The Class 
and Compensation plan imple-
mentation also included a bud-
get transfer need of $662,802. 
Funds were included in the 
2023 budget in a single account 
in each fund until the study was 
completed.

• The Smith’s Crossing Park 
Shelter — $171,000 approved 
by the council on Feb. 7, 2023;.

2023 Engineering Road Proj-
ects — $1,063,500, approved by 
the council on April 18, 2023. 
The budget amendments for 
the streets projects are no 
secret because of greater than 
anticipated bids by construc-
tion firms to do the work this 
summer. Because of the larger 
expense to do the work, the 
city’s Public Works Committee 
approved recommendations 
submitted by city staff to delay 
projects that could wait one 
more year to complete.

According to Vander Kooi, 
the city Budget Amendment 
Policy requires budget trans-
fers across functional areas to 
be considered budget amend-
ments required to be approved 
by the city council.

Alders approved the first 
quarter budget amendment for
$2,228,163 to allocate budget 
for the Class and Compensa-
tion Plan implementation, the 
Smith’s Crossing Park Shelter, 
and the 2023 Engineering road 
projects.

CITY OF SUN PRAIRIE

McIlroy elected 
council president
Jokisch elected 
council VP
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