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• Late March storm knocks out power to thousands in North
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• Advance Metering Project Close to Completion in Evansville, WI
• Brooks Takes Position With APPA Policy Makers Council
• WPPI Energy - Evansville's Electric Power Partner
• Evansville Water & Light assists Evansville Fire Department

Florence
• Florence Utilities encourages customers to seek payment
assistance

Hartford
• Hartford Utility Committee to discuss purchase of generators

Kaukauna
• Kaukauna Utilities struggling to get components for electrical
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Lake Mills
• Lake Mills Light and Water thanked for assistance in solar
installation
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• Local utility grants available

New Glarus
• New Glarus Utilities assist police with low hanging wire
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Util. substation
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Late March storm knocks out
power to thousands in North
By Michelle Drew
News Editor

Springtime seemed to arrive earlier
this month bringing robins and temperatures near 60 degrees, but spring
came to a screeching halt when ice and
heavy snow blanketed the area March
22-23, causing slippery roads, car accidents, downed trees and widespread
power outages.
Thousands of households across the
North were out of power, and warming
centers were set up to help individuals
who had no heat at their homes.
Bad weather kicked off on Tuesday
evening and into Wednesday morning
as precipitation turned to ice, causing
buildup on roads and local foliage.
Rain switched to heavy, dense, wet
snowfall that put strain on tree branches and power lines, causing outages for
nearly 30,000 people across the North
Woods.
Wisconsin Public Service (WPS)
reported on Friday that crews had
restored power to 108,000 people in
its service area that includes Wisconsin
and parts of Michigan.
Areas that were hardest hit included
Three Lakes, which, according to WPS
had nearly 3,000 people without power on Thursday morning. The town
of Lincoln saw about 1,900 people
lose power, and other hard-hit areas
included Sugar Camp, Lac du Flambeau and St. Germain.
More than 300 workers, including additional outside crews arrived
to assist with the damage that ranged
from tree limbs on WPS equipment,
downed power lines and even broken
utility poles. In total, more than 1,000
of these hazards were reported.
Conditions were dangerous for
WPS crews who worked around-theclock to repair the extensive damage
in the area, battling falling limbs that
created new outages while they worked
to restore power.
For the residents of the North
Woods, not having power for some

A member of the crew for Eagle River Light & Water works to clear branches from
a high-voltage line last Wednesday morning.
—Staff Photo By DOUG ETTEN

meant not having heat in their homes.
In Eagle River, Northland Pines
School District allowed community
members to utilize the commons and
locker rooms as warming centers, as
well as two courts in the Field House.
Makeshift warming centers also were
set up in Walmart in Minocqua and

Rhinelander and at the YMCA of the
Northwoods.
Besides the inconvenience for residents, storms like these can sometimes
have impacts on area forests.
According to Chad Keranen, forest
To STORM, Pg. 2A
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Powerlines strained by downed trees along roads like the one
above were not a rare sight following the winter storm that struck

the state last week, knocking out power to thousands of area
homes.
—Staff Photos By MICHELLE DREW

Storm: Another storm slated this week
FROM PAGE 1A
administrator for Vilas County Forestry, Recreation and
Land, snow and ice buildup
on branches causes damage
to trees, but the long-term
effects vary depending on the
season the storm occurs in.
“This event is during the
winter/very early spring so the
long-term damage may not
even be an issue,” Keranen
said. “If for instance a wind
event occurred in the middle
of summer, then this type of
damage could have long term
effects on the health of the
forest due to just about every
pest and pathogen alive and
active just looking for stressed
trees: oak wilt, bark beetles,
etc.”
He added that fall is another time when heavy snows can
really cause some damage due
to the leaves still on the trees.
“The ice just sticks to the
leaves and causes breakage.

Insect and disease issues
during the fall will be very
minimal however as most
of everything is dormant by
then,” Keranen said.
According to the forecast
for this week from WJFW
Newswatch 12, the North
Woods could see a repeat of
last week’s wild weather. A
similar storm may bring more
ice and snow mid-week.
A chance of rain, sleet and
snow was forecast to begin
Tuesday night, with ice accumulations possibly reaching
up to one-quarter inch in
some areas, said Newswatch
12
Meteorologist
Devin
Biggs. Wednesday could see
temperatures in the low 40s,
but more cold air could move
in to the area, switching precipitation from rain to a wintry mix and eventually some
snow. Snow accumulations
are expected to last through
Thursday night before clearing out on Friday, he said.

Falling branches mangled one local resident’s mailbox during
the storm.

Property of Wisconsin News Tracker and members of the Wisconsin Newspaper Association.

Paul Ciampoli | March 7, 2022

An advanced metering project for retail customers of Wisconsin public power utility Evansville
Water & Light is close to the finish line.
“For a small utility such as we are, undertaking a project of that size is a formidable task. As Chair
of the Municipal Services Committee, I had to make sure our team had access to all the expertise
we could call on before beginning,” said Jim Brooks, a City Council member for Evansville and
incoming Chair of the American Public Power Association’s (APPA) Policy Makers Council (PMC).
The committee worked with the City Administrator and WPPI Energy staff “to make sure that
training was in place and we were confident to get started. Our staff worked diligently to make
sure that transition was successful,” Brooks said.
Evansville Water & Light is a member of WPPI Energy, which serves 51 locally owned electric
utilities in Wisconsin, Iowa and Upper Michigan.
“Of course, the COVID-19 pandemic came with unanticipated workforce and supply chain issues
that disrupted best-laid plans for people and organizations around the world. In terms of our
advanced metering project, Evansville Water & Light is no exception.”
As a result, “we still have a few dozen water meters to replace before we can bring full function
to our new meters, but we’re closer every week.”
“AMI will give customers real-time information that will allow them to take better control of their
energy use,” Brooks noted.
He also praised the frontline workers who did the heavy lifting to properly install all new metering
correctly.

He highlighted the “top-to-bottom effort that it takes to complete the process. No single part of
the enterprise is more vital than any other.”
“I also want to acknowledge the role of APPA and WPPI in providing support and logistics that we
would never have the resources to develop on our own,” Brooks said.
Evansville Water & Light notes on its website that use of advanced meters will help it operate
more cost-effectively.
The utility currently meters over 3,700 electric meters and 2,200 water meters, “and our old
system required sending workers out in trucks and on foot to complete monthly readings,
conduct regular testing, and perform disconnections and reconnections,” the utility said.
Among the benefits from the project is that advanced meter data will enable the utility’s
customers to analyze their electric and water consumption and take advantage of efficiency
programs that will provide customers with more control over their usage and bills.
Advanced metering will also allow faster detection of service-related problems such as electric
outages, power quality issues, water leaks, and potential sources of water cross-contamination.
“Transitioning to the new meters also helps ensure that our electric and water systems will stay in
good working order for the years to come,” the utility said.
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Brooks Takes
Position With
APPA Policy
Makers Council
Incoming Chair of
APPA'S Policy Makers
Council Details Key
Advocacy Role
By Paul Ciampoli
American Public Power
Association Article Features
Local Councilmember
Jim Brooks, a City Council
member for Evansville, Wis., and
incoming Chair of the American
Public
Power Association’s
(APPA) Policy Makers Council
(PMC), recently detailed the key
role that the PMC plays as a voice
for public power in Washington,
D.C.
“The PMC brings together about
40 elected officials from across
the country whose main task is to
call on Congress and policy writers in Washington to present the
concerns of public power communities with a single voice,” Brooks
said in a Q&A with Public Power
Current.
“Lawmakers see swarms of paid
lobbyists on a regular basis, but
they know that when we show up,
we are bringing along the
thoughts and needs of thousands
of voters in their district. Many in
Congress started in local government and have maintained those
ties to our communities, to our
advantage,” he said.
Brooks noted that the Chair of
the PMC works with APPA staff
“to make sure that monthly calls
bring the highest benefit to all the
members and to make sure that
future leadership of the Council
keeps to the highest standards. I
am looking forward to carrying on
the work of so many before me.”
Brooks, who will formally take
over as Chair of the PMC later this
year, is attending APPA’s
Legislative Rally in Washington,
D.C., which starts on Feb. 28.
Wisconsin’s Evansville Light &
Water, a small utility serving
4,700 customers, is advised by a
Utilities Committee comprised of
City Council members.
Brooks has served on the City
Council since 2010 and has been
president since 2013 and he also
serves as the Utilities Committee
chair.
Brooks also addressed the question of how important it is that the
voice of smaller public power utilities, such as Evansville Water &
Light’s, is heard through bodies
such as the PMC.
“The PMC works as a leveler to

make sure that the thousands of
public power communities all
have their voice heard by lawmakers,” he noted.
“Whether leading a utility with
300 people in the call-center or
one with one person to answer the
phones, send out bills, and do
daily dispatch, we are all equal
when we walk through the doors
of the House office buildings to
share our requests and ideas,”
Brooks said.
“The needs of huge utilities may
not be of the same magnitude as
the smaller, but APPA -- through
the PMC -- makes certain that we
all have the opportunity to be
heard.”
Meanwhile, Brooks was recently elected as chair of WPPI
Energy’s
Policy
&
Communications
Leadership
Council (PCLC).
WPPI Energy, based in Sun
Prairie, Wisc., serves 51 locally
owned electric utilities in
Wisconsin, Iowa and Upper
Michigan.
He noted that the PCLC coordinates efforts of the 51 memberowners of WPPI “to share a consistent message to our members
and to our ratepayers. We meet
quarterly to refine the messages
we share across the membership.”
Over the past few years, “we have
worked to streamline the quantity
of daily and weekly communications to the membership while
making them more impactful and
tailored to the user. A daily digest
of local news stories similar to
APPA’s Public Power Current
keeps leadership up to date while
personalized power use and cost
reports allow ratepayers to better
understand their bills. And, a
weekly digest delivers key WPPI
business updates,” Brooks said.
Similarly, the PCLC works to
shape the advocacy efforts in
Madison, Wis., Lansing, Mich.,
and Des Moines, Iowa, as well as
in Washington, Brooks said.
“We work with our government
relations staff and with our state
association to stay abreast of the
goings on in the Capitol buildings
and at the PSC and to share a consistent message as needed.”

Property of Wisconsin News Tracker and members of the Wisconsin Newspaper Association.

WPPI Energy - Evansville’s Electric Power Partner
Bill Lathrop | March 17, 2022

As personalized home energy reports land in your mailbox, we thought it a good time to
share more about Evansville’s partner in electric power, WPPI Energy.
Residents (you) should receive a personalized energy report on your home’s electric energy usage in
the next few days. That report, produced through a partnership between Evansville Water & Light and
WPPI Energy, is one of the services WPPI provides its members. But who the heck is WPPI Energy?
WPPI Energy provides us with our electricity. Based in Sun Prairie, WPPI is a member-owned, notfor-profit that serves 51 locally-owned electric utilities. It is a cooperative of sorts, though technically
known as a Joint Action Agency. The company serves over 200,000 residential customers throughout
Wisconsin, Iowa, and Upper Michigan. Not only does WPPI provide service to its members - but its
members also govern the organization.
In the summer of 2006, Evansville applied for membership with WPPI Energy - choosing them as our
long-term source for energy. According to former mayor Sandy Decker, “Before joining WPPI, we
were just a small community - on our own. We were buying our energy from Alliant and completely at
their mercy.”
At their regular meeting on July 11, 2006, Evansville’s Common Council approved Resolution 2006-29
- A Resolution Authorizing the City of Evansville to Join Wisconsin Public Power Inc. In September of
that year, the WPPI Board of Directors granted membership to Evansville. On October 1, 2006, we
flipped the switch.
The relationship with WPPI provides more than electricity; Evansville receives a wide array of
benefits, though the most significant value is reliable and affordable power.
WPPI CEO Mike Peters joined Evansville’s Common Council meeting last December to talk about the
company, its history, current operations, and the outlook for the future.

Affordable and Reliable Power
Mr. Peters’ first point of emphasis was the combination of public power’s affordability and reliability.
He defined public power as energy sourced through the joint action of small communities working
together.

Affordability results from the individual members pooling their resources together, creating economies
of scale. Those pooled resources allow investments in larger generating equipment and the ability to
negotiate bigger contracts that feature lower per-unit pricing.

Our Vision
WPPI Energy members will set the standard for locally owned utilities working together to help their
communities thrive.
Added savings come from the fundamental difference in the motivations of a non-profit compared with
a for-profit organization. Comparing the annual reports of WPPI Energy with Alliant Energy illustrates
this point. The first page of the Alliant Energy Annual Report includes an analysis of the financial
return on investment and its annual dividend - investor-driven content. For WPPI, the first comments
focus on how the organization has given back to the communities it serves.
WPPI Energy members will set the standard for locally owned utilities working together to help their
communities thrive.
Analyzing the financial statements of the two companies is even more revealing. On average, Allant
charged $95.26 per megawatt-hour for the power it supplied; WPPI charged $81.84 per megawatt-hour,
14% less.
Jake Oelke, Vice President of Energy Services with WPPI, confirmed our findings. According to Jake,
“Residential customers with Evansville Water & Light have electric bills 15% to 20% lower than
Alliant residential customers.”
Strong reliability is also a factor in the equation. Mike Peters linked this to the influence of local
control. The local Utility (Evansville Water & Light) employs the line staff. Those linemen are a part
of the local community. Said Peters, “They know the system like the back of their hand. In many cases,
they built it.”
According to Donna Hammett with Evansville Water & Light, “Our power is extremely reliable; we’ve
won awards for our reliability.”

Water & Light Linemen provide demonstrations during Customer Appreciation Night.
The award Hammett references is one granted by the American Public Power Association. APPA
awarded Evansville Platinum status with their RP3 award. Based on reliability, safety, workplace
development, and system improvement, The Utility earned the RP3 (Reliable Public Power
Provider) status designation in 2021. Of over 2,000 public power utilities across the nation, only 274
have earned the award.
Municipal Services Director Chad Renly shared a more tangible statistic, “Over the last 12 months, our
electric power has achieved 99.9977 % up-time.” There are 525,600 minutes in a year. We were
without electricity for only 12 of those. This reporter can recall when Evansville’s power was down
almost weekly. The reliability we currently have is remarkable by comparison.

Cost-effective shared programs and services
At the December Common Council meeting, WPPI CEO Mike Peters also discussed the additional
resources his company offers its members, including:
•
•
•
•

Software systems for billing, customer management, and online payment,
Advanced meter data management,
Renewable energy options,
Energy efficiency programs.

The most visible to residents is metering. Meter data-management software ties the data from meters to
a billing system. That software was a $2-million investment for WPPI. On top of that, they employ two
full-time support to manage the software. Such an investment would not be possible without economies
of scale.
Evansville’s Utility will soon be able to take advantage of WPPI’s billing system, NorthStar, as well.
That transition will occur as quickly as the Utility can covert a few dozen remaining meters to more
advanced models. The meter swap is on hold - as with many other products, there is a shortage of chips
that go into those meters.
WPPI also supports investing in renewable energy. Evansville Water & Light offers a program called
Choose Renewables. Consumers can purchase a 300kWh “block” of renewable energy from clean
sources such as wind, solar, and biogas through the program. The average home uses two to three
blocks per month. For a modest investment ($5/month), consumers can prioritize renewable energy as
their energy source and support further renewable energy development in Wisconsin.

Energy Policy
Peters also discussed energy policy. “Public Policy issues are critical to our collective success.
Legislation had to be passed in the 1970s to allow municipalities to band together to form an
organization like WPPI. Before that - no law allowed such organizations to exist.”
Today there are issues at the national level that impact WPPI and its membership. For example, tax
incentives for owning renewable energy. Right now, WPPI’s renewable energy contracts are with
investor-owned companies because, as a non-profit, WPPI can’t take advantage of the tax credits.
WPPI could save between 15-18% on the cost of those projects if it were able to own them directly
rather than contracting the service from an investor-owned company.
Evansville’s Jim Brooks is deeply involved in public power policy issues. Jim will soon chair the
Policy Makers Council, an arm of the American Public Power Association. Jim is also involved with
WPPI, as Evansville’s representative on their Board, and was recently elected chair of WPPI Energy’s
Policy & Communications Leadership Council (PCLC).

Current Environment
WPPI’s CEO then spoke about the current operating environment and its current challenges and
objectives. According to Mike, 2021 was a challenging year in the energy business - with natural gas
prices doubling. “Market energy prices doubled from what we expected them to be. That puts upward
pressure on wholesale rates.”
WPPI also fought some equipment problems over the last year. Says Peters, “Our equipment is very
complicated, and it can break. Repairs can take days to weeks. When our assets aren’t running, we need
to buy energy from the market. That means we are unhedged and have to purchase 100% of our supply
from the market.”
In December, Mr. Peters forecast a 5% increase in wholesale energy rates for 2022. All utilities are
facing this due to the rise in natural gas prices. Peters indicated that Alliant is looking at a 10%

increase. Peters shared, “We don’t think it will impact our competitiveness versus other utilities. And
even with the increase in wholesale costs, our rates will be below what they were in 2016.”
Beyond energy pricing, WPPI did a few things to support its member communities in response to the
challenges of COVID.
First, they refunded about $3.1M to members to help reduce rates. WPPI was anticipating a refund due
to a transmission lawsuit. Said Peters, “We felt it was important to pass this on to our members.” After
recognizing that municipalities would be in a financial bind if industrial customers could not pay their
bills, the company also created a loan fund. Peters again, “We created a loan fund to allow members to
access short-term cash if the need were to arise. It is still there - fortunately, no one has needed it.

Looking Toward the Future

Butler Ridge in Mayville
Mike spoke of how WPPI is investing for the future. In September, the firm’s newest resource came
online, a 100MW solar farm built around the Point Beach nuclear site. WPPI partnered with NextEra
Energy, which owns the Point Beach nuclear plant. Peters shared, “We bought 132MW out of that
plant, we are also partnering with them on the solar project - we don’t own it directly - but we get
100% of the output for the next 20 years. It will reduce our average cost over the next 20 years.”
The firm has also made significant progress in reducing greenhouse gas emissions over the last 15
years. From 2005, carbon dioxide emissions are down 44%.
Mike Peters concluded,
Our last two projects were renewable. We will have at least 25% renewable and almost 40%
emissions-free electricity generation in our portfolio. By 2050 we will be carbon neutral

policy. Engineers say we can figure out how to do the first 80%; the last 20% is really hard.
We know there have to be advancements in storage technology and small-modular nuclear
technology that need to take place to get to 100% emission-free.
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VOTE YOUR VOICE!
Elections for County/City/Townships are
Tuesday April 5th, 2022

Evansville Review (1899-1932 & 2005-current)

Fire At Pete’s Inn on Saturday Afternoon

Evansville Fire District, City of Evansville EMS, City of Evansville Police
were dispatched at approximately 15:31 on Saturday, March 26, 2022,
to a report of smoke in the building with smoke alarms activated on the
2nd floor of the building. Evansville Fire units arrived on scene at
approximately 15:39, Evansville Police were already on scene checking
the building and evacuating patrons. Evansville Fire personnel investigated and found light smoke throughout the building, with smoke then
coming from the “D” side eaves. Personnel then started checking walls
and ceilings on the 2nd floor within apartments and discovered fire
located in the wall and ceiling of one apartment unit. A working still was
then initiated to bring in mutual aid resources for additional manpower.
After realizing the fire location was difficult to reach due to numerous
ceilings above the apartments, a MABAS BOX alarm was called, and
additional resources and manpower responded. Additional mutual aid
Fire Companies were then used to open up the roof and attic area while

interior crews opened up ceiling inside the building and fire area was
then accessed and extinguished. There was moderate damage to one
apartment, minor damage to other apartments on the 2nd floor, and
some water damage to the 1st floor area of the business. Occupants of
the apartments will stay with family and friends until building can be
occupied. The building was then turned over to the owners and all Fire
units cleared the scene at approximately 19:12 hours. Loss estimates are
not yet determined. The Evansville Fire District would like to thank all
mutual aid Departments who assisted in this incident, your assistance
was very appreciated very much. Mutual aid: Footville Fire, Brooklyn
Fire, Brodhead Fire, Orfordville Fire, Janesville Fire, Edgerton Fire
District, Albany Fire Dept, Oregon Fire District, Milton Fire Dept,
Fitchburg Fire Dept, City of Evansville Water & Light Dept and Dept of
Public Works. Submitted by Fire Chief Bob Fahey, Evansville Fire District
(Larger photos by-Tammy Gildner/smaller “mirrored” photo by Jon McGinty)
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Florence Mining News - (1881-1894 & 2005-current)

Florence Utilities encourages customers to
seek payment assistance as moratorium ends
Wisconsin’s moratorium expires April 15, but help is available
Florence Utilities is
urging their customers
who are behind on their
bills to make payment
arrangements with the
utility and avoid service
disconnection. Wisconsin’s moratorium on residential service disconnection ends April 15. After
that
date,
utilities
statewide may begin to
disconnect service to customers who are past due
on payment of their utility
bills.

“Working at the utility, we have a responsibility to do our best to collect unpaid bills and keep
costs in check for all of
our customers,” said
Kevin Inman, General
Manager. “We encourage
customers struggling with
their utility bills to reach
out to us here at the utility and to contact assistance programs like the
Wisconsin Home Energy
Assistance Program.”

The
Wisconsin
Home Energy Assistance
Program (WHEAP) provides bill pay assistance
to help income-eligible
residents with heating
costs, electric costs, and
energy crises. Residents
at risk of disconnection
may be eligible for crisis
assistance even if they
have already received a
benefit from WHEAP.
For more information,
See page three

Swim program teaches safety and basic swimming
Property of Wisconsin News Tracker and members of the Wisconsin Newspaper Association.
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Florence Mining News - (1881-1894 & 2005-current)

FLORENCE MINING NEWS

PAGE 3

Florence Utilities from page one

including eligibility criteria, customers can call 1866-432-8947 or visit
homeenergyplus.wi.gov
to connect with their local
energy assistance agency.
Wisconsin
renters
may also be eligible for
both utility bill and rental
assistance through the
new Wisconsin Emergency Rental Assistance
(WERA) program. For

more information on this
statewide program, or to
apply, visit wiscap.org/
wera,
email
support@wera.help, or call 1
-833-900-9372.
In the event the utility has to limit service,
staff will issue a final
disconnection notice. To
learn more about payment
options and make arrangements, call Florence

Utilities at 715-528-3330
between 8:00 am and
4:00 pm.
“We want everyone
in the community to
know there is help available to them,” said Inman.
“If you’re struggling with
paying your bill, please
give us a call so we can
figure it out together.”

Northern Lakes All-Conference
wrestlers announced
Property of Wisconsin News Tracker and members of the Wisconsin Newspaper Association.
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West Bend, Daily News

Hartford Utility Committee to discuss purchase of generators
By Grayson Sewell

purchase of two 45-kilowatt
mobile generators in the
City Hall Council Chambers, 109 N. Main St. in
HARTFORD — The Hart- Hartford, at 6 p.m. Monday.
ford Utility Committee will
According to an executive
be meeting to discuss the summary included with the
gsewell@conleynet.com
262-306-5043

meeting agenda, mobile generators are used to power
eight remote pump stations
without on-site back-up
power supplies. If approved,
the two generators would be
added to the four current
generators and will eventually be used to phase out the
two oldest generators.
The committee requested
quotes from three suppliers,
one of which said they
would not be able to supply

any generators for the rest
of the year, according to the
executive summary. The
other two companies sent
back a total of three quotes.
Interstate Power Systems
sent back two quotes, one
for two 60-kilowatt mobile
generators at $127,535, and
one for two 40-kilowatt generators at $88,357. Lincoln
Contractor Supply sent back
one quote for two 45-kilowatt generators at $84,348.

The city will be purchasing the generators from Lincoln Contractor Supply, if
approved, because they
requested quotes for two 45kilowatt generators and
Interstate Power Systems
was not able to provide a
quote for generators with
that power output, according to the summary. The
budget for this purchase
was $90,000, the summary
said.

Property of Wisconsin News Tracker and members of the Wisconsin Newspaper Association.

According to the proposal
form from Lincoln Contractors Supply, the $84,348 purchase will include two Generac 45-kilowatt mobile generators, 50 six-gauge cables,
two 100-ampere (amp) plug
ends, two battery tenders
and the freight cost.
The only other item on the
agenda is an update on electrical interruptions and
water main breaks in the
city.
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Kaukauna Utilities struggling to get components for electrical work
By Brian Roebke
Editor
The worldwide supply chain
issues are affecting Kaukauna
Utilities more and more every
day. Manager of Engineering &
Electric Distribution Eric Miller
shared this information at the
March meeting of the Kaukauna
Utilities Commission.
The Electric Distribution crew is

also removing 34.5 kV insulators
from an overbuilt line on Highway
00 East for use on the new line
going to the renewable natural gas
production facility at the landfill
because they are unable to acquire
those insulators otherwise.
Electric elbows (a connector that
is used inside of padmount transformers) appear to be the next major
item now in short supply.

Engineering is working with purchasing to attempt to ensure a sufficient supply.
Electric meters are also becoming
a concern, as are approved electric
meter sockets for local electricians.
Engineering has now been told that
there are an additional five apartment complexes that they are looking to install in Wrightstown for a
total of 18 apartments complexes,

and the utilty does not have supplies at the present time to energize
the area.
A gear box ship date for the
Combined Locks hydro plant has
been pushed out to April, as
Philadelphia Gear has not received
all components to finish manufacturing our gear box
The commission approved a yearly capital call from American
Transmission Company to maintain
the 0.1724 percent ownership of the
company that owns and operates
high-voltage electric transmission
systems. The call for $130,500 in
2022 is designed to obtain funds for
future ATC capital projects.
KU’s 2021 earnings from this
investment is $332,774. By ATC
design, approximately 72 percent of
the earnings ($241,496) were
received in cash and the remaining

Property of Wisconsin News Tracker and members of the Wisconsin Newspaper Association.

28 percent of the earnings ($91,278)
are reinvested back into ATC. KU’s
2021 return on the ATC investment,
including the additional contributions, is approximately 8.83 percent.
During 2022, KU is anticipating
approximately $350,000 in earnings
from the ATC investment.
Manager of Information Technology
Don Krause gave a report on the
utility’s cybersecurity efforts. He
noted cyber attacks are a side effect
of the conflict between Russia and
Ukraine, with Russians having
extra motivation to attack the
American power system.
“We’ve been going above and
beyond, really making sure to do
our diligence and check everything
out,” he said.
He said the efforts the “bad guys”
are using to disrupt information
systems are unbelievable.

Lake Mills’ solar company brings energy
conservation to forefront in county

Sarah Weihert | Mar 11, 2022

LAKE MILLS — With the uncertainty of the last several years, and rising prices across
the board, the move toward greater energy efficiency at home and in business just
might be the bright spot people need to make the leap toward installing solar on their
properties.
U.S. Solar, owned by Bill McDowell of Lake Mills and founded in 2012, has been
operating in the city since he moved permanently to the area several years ago from
Illinois. Prior to the move, McDowell bought a cottage on Rock Lake in 1996 and a
home on College Street in 2008.
“U.S. Solar Network sounds big but actually network is the key word,” McDowell said.
“We bring together a team of local area solar experts, engineers, contractors,
electricians and installers to ensure the highest quality at the best price.”
For McDowell there is a lot of opportunity in Jefferson County to advance solar. The
company has installed 250 kilowatts of power here since the start of 2020.
According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, solar generation
constituted 3% of U.S. electricity in 2020, but it’s projected to be 20% by 2050.
Humans have been using solar energy for centuries, and the first solar-powered
electricity was produced in the United States in 1954.
McDowell’s first big project in the area was the solar array at the Humane Society of
Jefferson County. The array includes 163 panels, which save the animal shelter more
than $1,000 a month.
“Our panels were projected to fill about 70% of our electrical usage,” said Jeff Okazaki,
executive director of the Humane Society of Jefferson County. “There’s some
variation with snow coverage and the way that Wisconsin handles electrical over
generation buy back, but overall we’re saving somewhere between $8,000 and
$10,000 per year.

“This is one of the most fantastic benefits of having solar,” he added. “It’s one of the
very few projects where we can do a typical brick and mortar-style fundraising
campaign and still see ongoing operational dollars come out of the end result.”
The project had the support of the community and worked with the Fort Atkinson
Community Foundation.
“We also had grants and rebates through the utilities for installing solar,” Okazaki
said. “Bill also helped connect us with Solar for Good who made a significant donation
of solar panels that helped reduce the overall cost of the project. The rest of the funds
we raised in a capital campaign through direct community support which allowed us
to completely cover the cost of the project and start benefiting from return on day
one.”
With commercial projects under his belt like the one at the Humane Society, Watson
Ace Hardware in Lake Mills (135 panels) and the Jefferson Area Business Center (305
panels), McDowell is no stranger to installing large solar projects, but he also helps
pull together the resources for residential projects, saving homeowners money and
saving the environment.
In Wisconsin, the average payback range of installing solar panels is eight to 13 years,
depending on numerous factors such as location, panel orientation, tilt, shading,
electrical usage and more. The average residential installation requires about 16
panels or six kilowatts.
McDowell argues the benefits of solar are undeniable.
“The difference between solar energy and conventional electricity is that solar energy
does not rely on the use of fossil fuels, does not pollute air or water, and does not
contribute to global warming, making it the preferable option for many,” he said.
“Solar energy works with the Earth’s natural resources, whereas conventional
electricity depletes or harms them.”

While the cost of installing solar panels or a solar electric system has decreased, some
still might find the initial investment intimidating.
“The key is remembering that installation is a one-time event, whereas paying for
conventional electricity is a frequent, ongoing and an expensive obligation, especially
as electric rates continue to skyrocket,” McDowell said.
The solar industry has spent decades slashing the cost of generating electricity direct
from the sun. Now it’s focusing on making panels even more powerful and efficient.
The average cost of a solar panel dropped by 90% from 2010 to 2020.
Five years ago, US Solar Network installed a system for Thomas Skupniewitz of Lake
Mills, which, he said, was to lessen his family’s carbon footprint.
“Bill is a great communicator and stays abreast of new technologies,” Skupniewitz
said.
The industry also is creating jobs in record numbers. According to the most recent
National Solar Jobs Census report by The Solar Foundation, solar energy adds jobs 17
times faster than the overall US economy. As of 2020, there were approximately
250,000 solar energy workers nationwide.
McDowell’s interest in solar started 15 years ago when he co-founded a group of
concerned community activists in Evanston, Ill. The group worked with the city to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the overall carbon footprint in the area.
“The group was interested in developing a solar group purchasing program,” he said.
“So, I took on the task of educating myself and others on the benefits of solar power.”
McDowell strives to educate the community on the benefits and resources available
on going solar.

“My personal goal is, get as much solar energy installed in our community as possible,
no matter who installs it. The time for solar energy is now and we are way behind,” he
insisted. “The sun is a renewable energy source. Fossil fuels will eventually run out,
but sunlight won’t. For that reason, solar energy is highly reliable. And unlike fossil
fuels which are expensive to mine and utilize, it doesn’t cost anything to receive
sunlight.”
McDowell hopes to help contribute to the push the United States toward greater
energy independence.
“By increasing our capacity to generate electricity from the sun, we can also insulate
our country from price fluctuations in global energy markets,” he said.
Brian Watson, owner of Watson Ace Hardware in Lake Mills, saw McDowell speak
about his company at a Lake Mills Rotary Club meeting last year and was intrigued by
the idea of installing solar on the flat roof of his business.
“I was familiar with two of the businesses that he showed pictures of at the meeting,”
Watson said. “When I got back to the store, I thought what a great opportunity for us.
Our roof is flat and the panels would be out of sight. A couple of weeks later I emailed
Bill about our project.”
The process of installing the panels at the hardware store took about two months.
Watson said a large vacuum truck had to be utilized to remove the stones from the
roof for the panels to be installed.
“The final tedious step was getting the electrical tied into the panels,” he said,
thanking Lake Mills Light and Water for the coordination in the hookup. “They bent
over backwards to assist with the installation.”
For Watson’s business, the project made sense.

“I believe business owners should investigate solar and see if it makes sense for
them,” he said. “We all should be mindful of our environment and how we can best
preserve it.
“As a local business owner, we use other local businesses as much as we can,” Watson
added. “We are very fortunate to have Bill and U.S. Solar right here in Lake Mills. He is
someone that you can trust and can count on.”
Those who install a solar array are eligible for the investment tax credit, which allows
customers the ability to deduct 26% of the cost of installing a complete solar energy
system from their federal tax bill. In Wisconsin, Focus on Energy offers financial
incentives.
“The credit was created to help Americans invest in solar and to incentivize other
renewable energy solutions,” McDowell said.
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March 7, 2022
MV ACCIDENT: At 2:51
p.m., Police responded to
the 1100 block of STH 69
for a reported 2-vehicle accident in a parking lot. An
investigation revealed a car
rear-ended a car stopped
in front of them. Due to it
being private property, no
citations were issued, and a
crash report was completed.
911 MISDIAL: At 9:38
p.m., Police were dispatched
to the 700 block of Windlach
Street for a 911 hang up.
Upon investigation it was
determined to be a misdial.
March 8, 2022
MEDICAL CALL: At
6:15 p.m., Police responded
to the 500 block of 14th Avenue for a medical call.
MEDICAL CALL: At
10:31 p.m., Police responded to the 500 block of
14th Avenue for a medical
call.
March 9, 2022
TRAFFIC COMPLAINT:
At 8:25 a.m., Police took a
report of a vehicle all over
the road on CTH PB in the
Village of Belleville, believed to eventually be traveling towards New Glarus.
The caller was advised to
call 911 to report the incident to the Dane County
Communications Center as
the vehicle had pulled over
by the Ford dealership.
March 10, 2022
PARKING: At 1:11 a.m.,
3ROLFH FLWHG ÀYH   YHKLcles that were in violation
of Alternate Side Parking
throughout the Village of
New Glarus.
PARKING: At 1:35 a.m.,
Police cited a vehicle in the
200 block of 7th Avenue for
Unregistered Vehicle.
TRAFFIC COMPLAINT:
At 7:25 a.m., Police reFHLYHG D 7UDIÀF &RPSODLQW
where parents drop off students near the intersection
of 14th Avenue and 2nd
6WUHHWFDXVLQJDWUDIÀFKD]ard. This intersection will
be monitored by the police
department.
CIVIL DISPUTE: At
2:39 p.m., Police took a
report of a civil dispute between subjects in the 800
block of 10th Avenue.
LOST PROPERTY: At

2:45 p.m., Police received
a report of a missing Honda
Key Fob with a white Zimbrick Honda tag. If located,
contact the New Glarus Police Department.
TRAFFIC: At 3:49 p.m.,
Police cited Joseph P. Ferraro, 60, Blanchardville, for
Illegal Window Tint at the
intersection of STH 69 and
6th Avenue.
March 11, 2022
PARKING: At 1:25 a.m.,
Police cited a vehicle in the
500 block of 8th Avenue that
was parked in violation of
the Alternate Side Parking
ordinance.
HAZARD: At 1:30 a.m.,
Police removed a large tree
branch from the roadway in
the 200 block of 7th Avenue.
LITTERING: At 1:52
a.m., while conducting foot
patrol in the 500 block of
1st Street, Police noticed an
abundance of cigarette butts
on the sidewalk, parking
stalls, and roadway in front
of an establishment. Police
are investigating the littering
issue.
TRAFFIC COMPLAINT:
At 8:00 a.m., Police witnessed a vehicle fail to yield
to the crossing guard in the
1400 block of 2nd Street.
The vehicle was stopped,
and the driver was warned
for Failure to Yield to Pedestrians in a Crosswalk.
TRAFFIC: At 10:32
a.m., Police cited Marvin
M. Rivas, 21, Fitchburg, for
Illegal Window Tint at the
intersection of STH 69 and
6th Avenue.
DOG AT LARGE: At
11:39 a.m., Police received
a report of a Dog at Large
in the 500 block of 14th
Avenue. After the dog was
located, contact was made
with the owner. Stacy L.
Austin, 34, New Glarus,
was cited for Dog Running
at Large.
ASSIST AGENCY: At
2:51 p.m., Police located a
low hanging wire in the 400
block of 13th Avenue. New
Glarus Utilities was contacted and responded. The
wire was a TDS wire and
WKH\ZHUHQRWLÀHG
TRAFFIC: At 3:53 p.m.,
Police cited Shayna R. Pearson, 46, Monticello, for

Expired Registration at the
intersection of 6th Avenue
and Railroad Street.
TRAFFIC: At 8:34 p.m.,
Police cited Lisa M. Bessette, 59, Reston, Virginia,
for Speeding after being
stopped in the 1100 block of
STH 69.
ASSIST AGENCY: At
10:40 p.m., New Glarus
Police assisted the Green
&RXQW\6KHULII·V2IÀFHZLWK
a disturbance in the W8000
block of CTH H.
March 12, 2022
PARKING: At 1:09 a.m.,
Police cited a vehicle that
was in violation of Alternate Side Winter Parking in
the 600 block of Windlach
Street.
TRAFFIC: At 10:23
a.m., Police cited Kristina
0 %RR]LHU  %URGKHDG
for Illegal Window Tint and
No Insurance at the intersection of Durst Road and 3rd
Avenue.
911 CALL: At 10:52
a.m., Police received a 911
open line in the 10 block of
14th Avenue. Police located
WKHFDOOHUDQGFRQÀUPHGWKDW
there was no emergency.
MEDICAL CALL: At
1:13 p.m., Police responded
to a medical call in the 600
block of 6th Avenue.
TRAFFIC: At 2:01 p.m.,
Police cited Sabrina L.
Busch, 37, Helenville, for
Illegal Window Tint at the
intersection of 6th Avenue
and Railroad Street.
ANNOYING CALLS: At
2:25 p.m., Police received
an annoying call complaint
in the 1400 block of STH
69. The complainant reported that kids had called
multiple times. Contact was
made with the kids, who
were verbally warned for the
annoying calls.
ANIMAL PROBLEM: At
2:25 p.m., Police received a
report of a dog who was left
outside in the 400 block of
5th Avenue. Contact was
made with the owner who
advised they would be home
soon.
TRAFFIC COMPLAINT:
At 4:38 p.m., Police took a
report of a vehicle operating
all over the roadway near
See NGPD, page 10
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Continued from page 8

STH 69 and 6th Avenue.
Police were unable to locate
the vehicle.
75$)),&$WSP
Police cited Amanda J.
-RKQVRQ  &DPEULGJH
for Expired Registration
after being stopped in the 10
block of 6th Avenue.
75$)),&$WSP
Police initially stopped a
vehicle for a defective stop
lamp in the 500 block of
STH 69. After completing
an investigation, Andrew
- =LRPHN  2UHJRQ
was cited for Possession of
Marijuana and Possession of
Drug Paraphernalia.
March 13, 2022
PARKING: At 1:17 a.m.,
Police cited a vehicle that
was in violation of Alternate
Side Winter Parking in the
EORFNRIWK6WUHHW
75$)),&$WSP

Police cited Shannon M.
2ZHQ1HZ*ODUXVIRU
Non-Registration of a Motor
9HKLFOHDQGIRU2SHUDWLQJD
Motor Vehicle Without Insurance after being stopped
in the 700 block of STH 69.
75$)),&$WSP
Police cited Brandon S.
Ballinger, 38, New Glarus,
for Expired Registration
after being stopped in the 10
block of 6th Avenue.
75$)),&$WSP
Police cited Kaden D. Stapelmann, 19, Verona, for
Expired Registration and
2SHUDWLQJ D 0RWRU 9HKLFOH
Without Insurance after
being stopped on 6th Avenue at Railroad Street.
HAZARD: At 5:37 p.m.,
Police removed an object
from the roadway at 6th Avenue and 3rd Street.
$66,67 $*(1&<  $W

 SP 1HZ *ODUXV
Police assisted the Green
&RXQW\6KHULII·V2IÀFHZLWK
locating an injured deer that
was struck by a vehicle in
the N7800 block of STH 69.
Presumption of Innocence
and Notice to Employers
Individuals named above,
whether arrested or issued
citations, are entitled to the
presumption of innocence.
It may be a violation of state
law to discriminate against
a job applicant because of
an arrest or conviction record. As a general rule, an
employer may refuse to hire
an applicant on the basis of
a conviction only if the circumstances of the conviction substantially relate to
the particular job. For more
information, see Wis. Stat.
Sec. 111.335 or consult with
your attorney.

Media Release
Policy and Accuracy
This Media Release is
for informational purposes
only and may not reflect
all incidents handled by
the New Glarus Police Department in the time period
described. Media Releases
will be made each Monday morning by 9:00 a.m.,
as staff time allows, and at
such other times as the Department deems appropriate.
The information contained
in this release is believed to
be accurate. If you believe
data displayed in this release
is incorrect, please contact
the New Glarus Police DeSDUWPHQWDW  
Burt Boldebuck,
&KLHIRI3ROLFH
New Glarus Police Department
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Update:'LVWULFWUHÀHFWVDIWHU
2FWREHU¶V$/,&(DOHUWHUURU
&RQWLQXHGIURPSDJH
out of this (district administration) building now, so
we have assigned roles that
would be able to respond
immediately, not only to the
evacuation site if needed,
but also the reunification
site.”
The safety impetus dates
back to the events of the
morning of Monday, Oct.
25, when the district’s
“Alert, Lockdown, Inform,
Counter and Evacuate”
(ALICE) protocol was
mistakenly triggered. This
prompted around a hundred
Stoughton High School
staff and students to evacuate the building during an
active warrant situation,
with City of Stoughton
police officers in the high
school campus area.
The error was caused by
high school staff hitting the
ZURQJEXWWRQLQWKHRI¿FH
starting the ALICE protocol
for evacuation, instead of
initiating a lockdown procedure. A lockdown protocol
is typically used for when
the threat is outside of the
building and would have
instead locked all outside
doors at the high school and
disabled all staff door fobs
outside of those who have
executive override privileges.
Once the ALICE button
was pushed, signaling a
threat is inside the building and possibly inside the
office area, however, an
automated message was
sent out repeatedly over
the PA, and administrators
could not override its messaging.
Butz said the district has
since “tightened up our
language” and some of the
other things since October
with the ALICE system and
protocols.
“Those buttons are only
to be used … if an intruder
or somebody came in that
front door and your last
resort to get yourself safe
and out of the way, but you
still wanted to notify the
building so that you gave
them a chance as well,” he
explained. “There’s a cover you pull, you press the
button, and then you get to
safety.”

More training,
technology
Butz said the district
is planning active threat
response and recovery
training in August, possibly involving other school
districts, as well as local
emergency responders. He

said the idea is to make it a
“community effort, so if we
were to have a situation like
this, we can all work together and use every resource
we have in Stoughton to
make sure that we can
respond correctly.”
The district has been
using a federal Department
of Justice COPS grant for
$500,000 to recently complete installation of IP
(internet protocol) clocks
and communications systems at Stoughton High
School and River Bluff
Middle School. Butz said
the improved technology
replaced outdated equipment and “in the long run,
that just really improves our
capabilities of what we have
for mass communication.”
He said district staff are
working to install similar
equipment in the elementary schools. He said the
upgrades will allow district staff to communicate
between buildings through
text messages or email.
“We’re always continuing to improve not only the
way we can notify people
or people can notify us of a
problem,” he said. “(This)
ultimately gives us the tools
that we need to have real
time communication and
inform everyone when we
do have a problem in our
buildings.”

Clean-up efforts
Butz said the district was
“pretty fortunate” to avoid
major damage to buildings
from last weekend’s storms,
though Fox Prairie Elementary School suffered some
“minimal” roof damage.
He said Stoughton Utilities
worked quickly to restore
power to the building, in an
area where many downed
trees and power lines
caused hours of delays.
“Nothing of major concern right now – I know
some of the neighbors and
homes in the Fox Prairie
area were not as fortunate,
and I know the community
is working together to get
those things cleaned up,” he
said. “Many of the maintenance and custodial staff on
duty were working to clean
up anything that was immediately a possible safety
issue and also make sure
our heating system and our
building access, our computer system were working.”
&RQWDFWUHSRUWHU6FRWW'H
/DUXHOOHDWVGHODUXHOOH#
RURXUNHPHGLDJURXSFRP
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According to Dane County Emergency Management and the Town of Dunkirk, the Amera farm sustained some of the worst
damage as a result of Saturday’s storms.

Damage but no injuries after
tornado whips through Dunkirk
Swadley declares emergency,
questions sirens’ inactivity
SCOTT DE LARUELLE
Staff reporter

A tornado that touched down in
Dunkirk Saturday night damaged multiple buildings but caused no injuries
during a four-minute, five-mile rampage through the rural township.
That good fortune is taking on greater
importance after it turns out some area
emergency sirens were not activated,
raising questions from city and town
RI¿FLDOV
According to a City of Stoughton
news release, a tornado with 80–plus
mile per hour winds struck ground
around 9:53 p.m. Saturday, March 5,
taking down power lines and causing
³VLJQL¿FDQWSURSHUW\GDPDJH´
The primary damage occurred at
the Amera farm on Leslie Road in the
Township of Dunkirk. Town of Dunkirk
Clerk Melanie Huchthausen said town
officials believe 34 homes were damaged in some way (trees down or structural damage) in the Pleasant Hills
neighborhood, and six rural properties
received damage.
Stoughton Mayor Tim Swadley

declared a State of Emergency after a
conference call Monday morning with
Dane County Emergency Management,
members of the City of Stoughton Management Team and Town of Dunkirk
to review the events of the storm.
According to the news release, Swadley addressed his concern regarding the
sirens not going off to alert residents.
Monday afternoon, Swadley planned
to talk with National Weather Service
RI¿FLDOV³WRXQGHUVWDQGZK\WKHVLUHQV
ZHUHQRWDFWLYDWHG´
“Throughout the township and city
there is quite a bit of damage and some
XQDQVZHUHGTXHVWLRQV´KHVDLGLQWKH
news release.

On Tuesday, Swadley passed along a
statement from Tim Halbach, National
Weather Service Milwaukee Warning
Coordination Meteorologist, which
attempted to answer some of those
questions. It read, “These storms intenVL¿HGULJKWRYHU'DQH&RXQW\DQGKDG
no warnings with them. It was a brief
spin up with a storm in one of the
more difficult situations for us to put
warnings out on (night time, no earlier
reports of damage). Some situations are
easier than others to identify these radar
signatures, but this was one that wasn’t
FOHDUXQWLOZHVWDUWHGJHWWLQJUHSRUWV´

Turn to Storm/Page 3
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Storm: Special brush collection set to clean up area damage
Continued from page 1
According to the National Weather
Service, a category EF-1 tornado (maximum wind speeds of 95 miles per hour)
touched down for around four minutes
ZKLOHWUDYHOLQJD¿YHPLOHSDWK0DGLson’s WKOW reported that the tornado
touched down south of Leslie Road and
west of Veium Road, moving northeast,
DQGIROORZHGDWUDFNHQGLQJQHDU+Z\
:ZHVWRI+Z\$
Stoughton Utilities Facebook posts
state the company received reports of
“many lines down, broken poles and
WUHHGDPDJH´&UHZVIURP6WRXJKWRQ
8WLOLWLHV&HGDUEXUJ/LJKWDQG:DWHU
DQG/DNH0LOOV/LJKWDQG:DWHUZRUNHG
throughout the next day to restore serYLFHWRFXVWRPHUVZLWKRXWSRZHU
Swadley, who said the city suffered
from 80-plus miles per hour, straightline winds, said he is proud of the
ZRUNDQGTXLFNUHVSRQVHE\WKH&LW\
of Stoughton’s Line Workers, Water/

Wastewater Operators, Public Works
6WDII 3ROLFH )LUH DQG (06 'HSDUWments, as well as mutual aid assistance
IURP+DUWIRUG/DNH0LOOV0W+RUHE
:DXQDNHH&HGDUEXUJDQG6DXN&LW\
3UDLULH'X6DF
“Watching community members
come together to assist each other is
ZKDWPDNHV6WRXJKWRQJUHDW´6ZDGOH\
VDLGLQWKHQHZVUHOHDVH

Brush collection starts March 14

'XHWRWKHVWRUPWKHFLW\ZLOOKROGD
VSHFLDOEUXVKFROOHFWLRQEHJLQQLQJ0RQGD\0DUFK3HRSOHDUHDVNHGWRKDYH
DOOEUXVKRXWE\DPDVRQFHFUHZVJR
by an area, they will not return, and to be
SDWLHQWJLYHQWKHKHDY\YROXPHRIEUXVK
Stoughton residents can haul their
own brush to the yard waste site from 7
DPWRSP7XHVGD\0DUFKWKURXJK
6XQGD\0DUFK1RSHUPLWZLOOEH
required and this is for brush only – no

FRQVWUXFWLRQPDWHULDOV
)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQFDOO


County siren system explained

'DQH &RXQW\ (PHUJHQF\ 0DQDJHPHQW$VVLVWDQW'LUHFWRU&DUULH0HLHU
sent out an email to media outlets on
7XHVGD\H[SODLQLQJWKHFRXQW\¶VHPHUgency siren system that came into quesWLRQGXULQJODVWZHHNHQG¶VVWRUPV
³'DQH&RXQW\(PHUJHQF\0DQDJHment maintains the sirens throughout
'DQH&RXQW\´0HLHUZURWH³:HXWLlize an automated system that triggers
the activation of the sirens based on
the National Weather Service issuing
DZDUQLQJ7KLVDXWRPDWLRQDOORZVWKH
sirens to sound simultaneously with
weather radios and weather apps based
RQWKH1:6ZDUQLQJ:HWHVWWKHVLUHQV
on the 1st Wednesday of the month
EHWZHHQ0DUFKDQG1RYHPEHU´
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City of Sun Prairie prepares for West High School traffic
with $1.8 million project

To prepare for the traffic when the second Sun Prairie High School opens, turn lanes will be added, and existing ones will
be extended at the intersection of Grand Avenue-Highway 19-Highway C. A new traffic signal will also go up at Grand
Avenue and Blue Heron Boulevard, along with other traffic improvements

Jennifer Fetterly | Mar 15, 2022

The City of Sun Prairie is set to make traffic improvements on the westside to handle
the boost in vehicles when Sun Prairie West High School opens this fall.
Turn lanes will be added, and existing ones will be extended at the intersection of
Grand Avenue and highways 19 and C. A new traffic light will also go up at Grand
Avenue and Blue Heron Boulevard, along with other traffic improvements.

The city’s west side — the current center of retail and residential growth — will get
even busier when the new high school opens. On a typical weekday, the new high
school is expected to generate 5,650 new trips each weekday initially and increase to
7,070 new trips when projected full student capacity is reached around 2032,
according to a traffic impact study.
Peak traffic times at Sun Prairie West High School will be during the morning, when
students let out in the afternoon, and the evening commute.
Traffic improvements will help alleviate the stacking of turning vehicles and increase
flow of straight-through traffic on Grand Avenue and Highway 19.
“The City of Sun Prairie and the Sun Prairie Area School District together will be
closely monitoring traffic control, traffic patterns and overall safety throughout the
school opening,” said Tom Veith, City of Sun Prairie Engineering Director
There will also be sidewalk improvements and medians for pedestrians. Speed limits
aren’t expected to change as part of the traffic improvements, Veith said.
Unlike the Sun Prairie East High School, 888 Grove St., students and staff at the city’s
second high school will have access to the Metro commuter bus route.
Traffic improvement construction is expected to begin in late April or early May and
be completed before the school opens. Construction will be shifted so Grand Avenue
will remain open during the road work, Veith said.
“It is a very ambitious goal for the amount of work here but we have confidence that
we will be able to achieve those goals,” Veith told Sun Prairie Public Works
Committee members last month.
The project is estimated to cost $1.8 million. Veith said the school district is expected
to pick up $1.25 million of the final price tag. The city is bidding out the project, so the

final numbers are still pending. The city will also pay to relocate American
Transmission Company poles. ATC estimates that will cost $347,478.
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The Waunakee Tribune provides this
space free of charge each week to nonproﬁt organizations in the Waunakee
area. Items for the Coming Events should
be submitted in writing or emailed to
tribnews@hngnews.com before 10 a.m.
Tuesday for the following Friday edition.
March 25: St. Peter Parish ﬁsh fry
St. Peter Parish, 7121 Hwy. K, Ashton,
will serve a ﬁsh fry dinner, dine-in or carry-out, from 4:30-7:30 p.m. March 25. For
information, visit ashtoncatholic.com.
March 25: Library perennials sale
The Friends of the Waunakee Public Library is once again selling perennials to support the library. Orders for new
plants are due Friday, March 25. Order
forms can be dropped off at the library
or mailed to Jim Elvekrog, Treasurer, 401
Doral Ct. Order forms can be found on
the library website, waupl.org, or in the
library lobby. Proceeds from this annual
fundraiser beneﬁt the Waunakee Public
Library.
March 26: Wellness and Energy
Fair
The Village Center is partnering with
the Waunakee Lions Club and Waunakee
Utilities to host the annual Wellness and
Energy Fair on Saturday, March 26, from
8:30 am.-noon. This free event is open
to all ages and will include community
groups, health screenings, information
booths and energy demonstrations. Mark
your calendars and bring your entire
family to this fun and educational event.
There will be lots of giveaways and everyone that attends will be eligible for some
fantastic door prizes. We will also be
offering some free group ﬁtness classes.
There will be approximately 40 exhibitors at the event.
March 28: School Safety meeting
The Waunakee school board is inviting residents to an in-person Community
Engagement meeting designed to obtain
stakeholder feedback on school safety
planning. The meeting will be Monday,
March 28, at 6:30 p.m. at the Waunakee
Community High School Performing Arts
Center, 301 Community Dr. It will also be
live streamed on the district’s YouTube
channel. A Spanish interpreter will be
present, but anyone needing assistance in
a language other than English is asked to
contact Angie Ramos, District Interpreter
and Translator, at (608) 849-2000, Option
2. Community members are also welcome
to submit questions by 4 p.m. March 25
by ﬁlling out the form at https://forms.
gle/6ssUEXp8MckgUYnAA.
March 28: St. John’s Cemetery
cleanup
St. John the Baptist Church will have
a cemetery cleanup later this month. All
Christmas and winter decorations must
be removed by Monday, March 28. The
cemetery staff will dispose of any remaining decorations. All summer ﬂowers and
decorations will be allowed until the fall
cleanup in October. Anyone with questions can refer to the cemetery regulations in the information boxes at the
cemetery or the church website, www.
stjb.org.
March 29: Bingo Night
Saint Mary of the Lake Bingo Night
is Tuesday, March 29, with doors opening at 5:30 p.m. for refreshments and
bingo at 7 p.m. Prizes range from $25
to $100 per game. A 50-50 rafﬂe will be
offered during intermission. The next
two bingo nights are April 18, and May
10, at Saint Mary of the Lake is located
at 5460 Mary Lake Road, just off Hwy M.
For more information, visit www.stjb.org,
ﬁnd them on Facebook, or call 849-5121,
ext. 136.
March 29: Birdhouse Workshop
A Waunakee School District Community Education class will bring parents and children together for a birdhouse workshop March 29 from 6-8 p.m.
at the Waunakee High School Innovation

Center. To register, visit https.//waunkaee.revtrak.net and navigate to the community education classes.
March 31: Vaccine Clinic
The Waunakee Public Library is
excited to partner with Public Health
Madison Dane County to provide a free
COVID-19 vaccination 3:30-6:30 p.m. No
appointments, ID, or insurance required.
Public Health staff will have Pﬁzer, Moderna, and Johnson & Johnson doses available while supplies last. Everyone 5 and
older is welcome; however, 5- to 17-yearolds need a parent or guardian present.
Anyone can attend either clinic for either
their 1st, 2nd, or booster dose. 201 North
Madison Street, Waunakee.
April 1: Blessed Trinity Fish Fry
Blessed Trinity Parish will hosting its
ﬁnal drive-thru ﬁsh fry of the season at
St. Michael’s church, 109 S. Military Rd,
Dane on April 1, serving from 4:30-7 p.m.
Visit btcatholic.us for details.
April 2: Ukraine author visit, fundraiser
Join author and public speaker Dr.
Ruslana Westerlund, at the Waunakee
Public Library, Saturday, April 2 at 11 a.m.
She is a local Ukrainian whose family is
still in Ukraine and who has appeared on
all major Wisconsin TV networks in sharing about her country, her resilient fearless people, and this unjust war. She will
talk about the war and read from her
memoir From Borsch to Burgers, which
she published before the war started. All
the proceeds from her book sales will go
to support Ukrainians in Ukraine, speciﬁcally to purchase medical supplies
April 2: Trinity Irish Dancers
Back by popular demand The Trinity
Irish Dancers will perform at the Waunakee Public Library on Saturday, April
2, 2 p.m. They will demonstrate their
jaw-dropping skills and passion for the
Irish jig! Their thirty minute ensemble
performance is too good to miss. All ages
welcome.{/span}
April 7: Waunakee FFA Alumni
Meeting
The Waunakee FFA Alumni will be
meeting on Thursday, April 7, at 7 p.m.
at Rex’s Innkeeper. All interested in supporting FFA programs are welcome to
attend.
April 7: Chamber Dinner and Auction
The Waunakee Area Chamber of Commerce’s Dinner and Auction, with the
theme of Back in the Saddle, is April 7 at
Rex’s Innkeeper.
April 7: Waunakee Memory Café
The Dementia Friendly Waunakee
Committee will sponsor its monthly
Memory Café on Thursday, April 7, from
9:30-11 a.m. at the Steeplechase Condominium Clubhouse, 5636 Conway
Glen (off Woodland Drive). Signs will be
posted to direct people to the Clubhouse.
The Café provides a social gathering
place and programs for those with mild
cognitive impairment or early to midstage dementia, along with their family
members or friends. The café’s theme is
“Everything Old Is New Again.” Antique
Dealer Ann Nelson will show and talk
about some of her antique collection.
Further information is available by calling the Waunakee Senior Center at 8498385. Memory Cafes are held the ﬁrst
Thursday of each month. Those who are
fully vaccinated against COVID-19 can
wear masks if they choose; those who are
not vaccinated are requested to wear a
mask. If the Waunakee Schools are closed
due to weather conditions, the café will
not be held.
April 8: St. Peter Parish Fish Fry
St. Peter Parish will serve a Friday ﬁsh
fry with dine-in buffet or carry-out from
4:30-7 p.m. April 8. The parish is at 7121
Hwy. K in Ashton. For information, visit
ashtoncatholic.com.
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