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Black River Falls 

 BRFMU commission hears PFAs update and future need for system conversion 

Boscobel 

 Digital maps on the horizon for Boscobel 

Cedarburg 

 Former GM of Cedarburg L&W earns national leadership award 

Jefferson 

 Local artists to gather in downtown Jefferson, paint during County Fair 

 Jefferson to celebrate Latino culture with music, food and more 

 Jefferson to hold event celebrating Latinx culture 

Kaukauna 

 Round up at Piggly Wiggly to support Kaukauna's new Aquatic Center 

 Meyerhofer elected vice chair of national Policy Makers Council 

Negaunee 

 New Substation coming to Negaunee 

 The City of Negaunee breaks ground on new electrical substation 

 Negaunee Electric Dept. broke ground on a new substation 

 Negaunee utility to create new electric substation 

 

Sturgeon Bay 

 Sturgeon Bay takes action on housing, bonds and more 
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"I've had the privilege of both working with and learning from Dale since I entered the utility 

industry 20 years ago;' said Jim Stawicki, general manager of Sturgeon Bay Utilities and chair 

of WPPI Energy's Board of Directors. "Dale served on WPPI's board for nearly three decades 

and was chair from 2007-2011. He always led by example and his leadership had a great impact 

within Cedarburg, WPPI, and the utility industry in general. His recognition with the Mark 

Crisson Leadership Award is well-deserved:' WPPI Energy is a joint action agency owned and 

governed by 51 locally owned, not-for-profit utilities, including Cedarburg Light & Water. 

Lythjohan not only served on the board of directors and executive committee, but also 

provided guidance by dedicating his time to the finance committee, personnel committee, 

rates and advisory group, and customer and energy services advisory group - many of which 

he was elected to chair. During Lythjohan's time as general manager, Cedarburg Light & Water 

focused on increasing the utility's already high customer satisfaction rate, according to a 

CL&W press release. The utility supplies reliable, affordable, and responsible electricity to 

over 7,000 residents and businesses in the community. "Dale managed his staff with kindness 

and empathy;' said Mike Peters, president and CEO of WPPI Energy. "He was both a leader 

and teacher to the people with whom he worked:' Lythjohan's utility career started out of 

college when he went to work as a utility engineer for Wisconsin Power & Light Company in 

1983. He retired last year after 39 years in the electric industry, 29 of which were spent at 

Cedarburg Light & Water. Cedarburg Light & Water Utility is a locally owned and operated 

electric and water utility, serving more than 7,000 homes and businesses in Cedarburg, Wis. 

The utility was founded by the citizens of Cedarburg in 1901. 
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STAFF REPORT

JEFFERSON — With the 
intention to connect with a 
segment of the community 
that historically may not have 
always felt connected, Jeffer-
son Mayor Dale Oppermann 

asked Alderperson Jim Schro-
eder and his wife Cristy to 
organize an event to celebrate 
Latino culture.

The Schroeders then 
recruited respected commu-
nity leaders Elizabeth Pizano 
and Benjamin Gomez to 

join them in planning Fiesta 
Latina, scheduled for Sunday, 
Aug. 6, at Rotary Park in Jeffer-
son from noon to 6 p.m.

The fiesta is sponsored by 
the City of Jefferson, Nestle 
Purina, and Jefferson Utilities.

“According to most recent 

U.S. Census data, 11% of Jeffer-
son’s population identifies as 
Latino,” said Oppermann. “We 
celebrate our German heritage 
each September during Gem-
uetlicheit Days, and we feel 
it’s also important to recog-
nize the culture of a significant 

segment of our community 
with a special celebration.”

Schroeder, a life-long resi-
dent of Jefferson whose wife 
hails from Mexico City by way 
of Oaxaca, says, “I’ve come 

Jefferson to celebrate Latino culture with music, food and more

More LATINO   |   A2
Jefferson Utilities.
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to a deep appreciation of Latino cul-
ture through Cristy and her family, and 
Cristy has come to the same appreci-
ation of American culture as she pre-
pares for American citizenship.”

“We are grateful for the opportunity 
to serve as a bridge within our com-
munity,” the couple says. “We invite 
the entire Jefferson community and 
beyond to join us for the fiesta on 
August 6.”

Jefferson’s Fiesta Latina is planned 
to feature live music with three bands 

playing the “Cumbia,” “Norteña,” and 
other styles of music; a DJ, authen-
tic Mexican food and beverages for 
purchase, a folkloric children’s dance 
group in traditional costume, a chil-
dren’s activities area, and information 
tables from community based groups.

There is no admission fee.
“Te invita a la primera Fiesta Latina 

en Jefferson,” says the Fiesta Latina 
organizing committee, “Everyone is 
welcome to come celebrate with our 
Latino neighbors on Sunday, Aug. 6 
from noon to 6 p.m. in Jefferson’s beau-
tiful Rotary Park.”
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ijj�kjljmnopjm

q ���� �rds_e�t�uu�v�w_]b�]K9.4.�?,--�;.�)1�<9,<(.)/�,)�012;,).5�61<(/�:1--1?,)D�&�[Cx�=1+.�1)�&�B41B1/.5�145,)&)<.�&--1?C,)D�<9,<(.)�(..B,)D�;.:14.�+9.�=,-C-&D.�;1&45�-&/+�?..(AK9.�:,)&-�/&8�4./+.5�?,+9�T19)�y.'2.,.4H�I4&5�V<9,)(.H�%.)�z.<().4�&)5�0&+98�{&)5.4�|&)5.)H�&--�)&8�=1+./�1)�+9.�,//'.A�OK9.�<1)/.)/'/�&21)D�+9.�)&8�
=1+.4/�?&/�+9&+�<9,<(.)/�51)@+�;.-1)D�,)�&)�,)<14B14&+.5�<122'C),+8HS�/&,5�>52,),/+4&+14�}&<~'.-�V9&2B1C�,./.AK4'/+../�&-/1�4.=,.?.5�+9.�&))'&-�4.B14+/�:14�KPJ/�E�&)5�x�&)5�5,/C<'//.5�+9.�B4.-,2,)&48�&'5,+�4./'-+/�&)5�:')5�;&-&)<./H�&BB41=.5�&)�1B.4&+14�-,<.)/.�&)5�9.-5�&�<-1/.5�/.//,1)H�?9,<9�4./'-+.5�,)�)1�&<+,1)H�;.:14.�&5R1'4),)D�:14�+9.�.=.),)DA

h_�ude����_afg�u_�]��b�]eg��_�e�âdaf�e�]�gd��ea �
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New substation coming to Negaunee 
Monday night Negaunee city officials held a groundbreaking for a new $6 million substation. 
By Jerry Tudor 
Published: Jul. 24, 2023 at 6:15 PM CDT 
 

NEGAUNEE, Mich. (WLUC) - A new power substation is coming to Negaunee. 

Monday evening Negaunee City Officials held a ground-breaking near the end of Peninsula Street. 

The cost of the new sub-station is about $6 million. Members of the Lake Superior Community 
Partnership were joined by State Representative Jenn Hill for the ground-breaking. Staff from WPPI 
Energy were also on hand. 

Negaunee’s City Manager says the new substation will help keep costs low for residents. 

“We’re building a new substation to increase capacity for the city, reliability for the city, safety 
for electricity and we’re keeping your prices low, as low as we can,” said Nate Heffron, Negaunee 
City Manager. 

Heffron says they hope to have a ribbon cutting for the finished substation in about a year. 

Copyright 2023 WLUC. All rights reserved. 

KSCHAUB
Highlight

KSCHAUB
Highlight

KSCHAUB
Highlight

KSCHAUB
Highlight

KSCHAUB
Highlight



 
The City of Negaunee breaks ground on new electrical substation 

BY SOPHIA	MURPHY 
  
 July 24, 2023 - Updated on July 25, 2023 
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The project is estimated to take up to a year to complete, and will cost the city of 
Negaunee $6 million, that it has taken out a bond to pay for. The decision to build the 
new substation was made following a survey done by the city that found building a new 
site to be more cost effective than renovating the old one. 

Negaunee City Manager Nate Heffron says the new substation is still the most cost 
effective option, and that he thinks the community will be happy knowing the city is 
doing what it can to keep electric costs down. 

“It’s going to continue to be a reliable source of electricity here in Negaunee.” Heffron 
Said. “Having our own substation here and having complete control over it makes sense 
for our community.” 

The future of the old UPPCO substation on US-41 is still unknown. Heffron said it’s 
UPPCO’s decision as to what happens to the old site once the city finishes the new one. 
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From left, Jamie Buchin, Kent Power; Nicole Hall, Power System Engineering electrical 

engineer/project manager; Chris Hytinen, City of Negaunee; Chris Nelson, City of Negaunee; 

Mark Wainio, Negaunee Electric Department supervisor; Jennifer Figler, representative for 

Jenn Hill; Jenn Hill, Michigan state representative; Dana LaLonde, city of Negaunee council 

member; Toby Smith, Negaunee mayor pro-tem; David Kangas, Negaunee city mayor; Nate 

Heffron, Negaunee city manager; Chris Chartier, WPPI director of distribution services; Tom 

Paque, WPPI senior V.P. of energy services; Jim Stawicki, WPPI board of directors president; 

Brett Niemi, WPPI senior energy services manager; Lauri Isaacson, WPPI V.P. of member 

relations; Shane Nault, ATC construction manager; and Matt Maddock, city of Negaunee. 

(Courtesy photo) 
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NEGAUNEE — The Negaunee Electric Department broke ground on a 
new substation Monday. 

According to a Lake Superior Community Partnership press release, 
the Negaunee Electric Department announced the commencement for 
its south-side additions of two 7.5 megavolt amp transformers that will 
supply four circuits and be the first owned by municipality. 

“The current substation is more than 60 years old,” City Manager 
Nate Heffron said in the press release. “By building new, not only can 
the city expand, but it reduces reliability issues that come with aging 
infrastructure.” 

The new $6 million substation will provide direct access to the main 
transmission lines supplying power to the area, according to the press 
release. 

“This substation will be the first owned by Negaunee, which means 
we will have more control over our own power,” Negaunee Electric 
Department supervisor Mark Wainio said in the press 
release. “Having this new substation will help keep power safe, 
affordable and reliable for Negaunee’s residents and local 
businesses.” 

The city announced last August its intent to construct a new electrical 
substation. 

According to the city’s website, the decision to move forward on this 
project was based on a 2021 Power Systems Engineers study, 
commissioned by the Negaunee City Council. 

The study found that most of the equipment at the current location 
had exceeded its expected lifespan and replacing the facility would 
address primary concerns that the city had with increased capacity 
and having a safe, secure and resilient location, according to the city’s 
website. 

For more information on the new substation, contact Heffron at 906-
475-7700, ext. 11. 
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Energy 
Negaunee utility to create new electric substation 

Public Radio 90, WNMU | By Nicole Walton 
Published July 26, 2023 at 8:38 AM EDT 

NEGAUNEE, MI— The Negaunee Electric Department has broken ground on a new, 
south-side substation. 

The locally owned, not-for-profit utility will add two transformers, which will supply four 
circuits and be the first owned by the municipality. 

Officials say the new, $6 million “Irontown” substation will reduce costs and liability 
issues while allowing for city expansion. The existing substation is nearly at capacity. 

The new substation was approved earlier this year and is expected to be complete near 
the end of 2024. It will provide direct access to the main transmission lines supplying 
power to the area. 

Electric Department Supervisor Mark Wainio says the new substation will let Negaunee 
have more control over its own power. 
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