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 Sharing their blessings

Hartford 
 Hartford fire garage fire

Kaukauna 
 Kaukauna Utilities Commission file for electric rate increases
 City and Kaukauna Utilities see positives in Green Tier program

Maquoketa 
 2025 budget approved for Maquoketa Municipal Electric Utility

Oconto Falls 
 Street department to relocate to old fire station
 Columbia Street work expected to start early
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 SPSD completes solar array on high school roof
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 Slinger Utilities donation drives provide thousands of items for food pantry

Sun Prairie 
 Sun Prairie Utilities receives national commendation for hurricane aide in Florida
 Sun Prairie Mayor delivers State of the City address



 

Sharing their blessings 
Bouquets and Barbs 
 
Editorial 
January 18, 2025 
 
From St. Vincent de Paul Society of Florence County Giving Tree Committee: 
 
The St Vincent de Paul Society of Florence County would like to thank the community for sharing their blessings 
with our neighbors in need by supporting the Giving Tree Program. We were able to give new toys, clothing and 
food to 39 families with 101 children this Christmas because of your love and caring. 
 
We would like to thank these churches and businesses for collecting gifts: Homestead Baptist, First Presbyterian, 
Bethlehem Lutheran and St Mary’s Catholic churches, Great North Bank (Florence and Aurora, Wis.), The Marines 
Toys for Tots Project and the VFW for the use of their hall. 
 
A special thank you to these businesses and organizations that made donations to the Giving Tree Program: K of C 
Council 2847, American Legion 211, Barb’s Cafe, Bastian Electric, Pride Builders, Iron Mountain Automotive, 
Erickson-Rochon & Nash Funeral Home, Kastyl Insurance, Florence Hardwoods, Florence Trax, One O One Bar & 
Grill, Carquest, Northwoods Auto, Great North Bank, Dickinson Area Community Foundation, Stephens & 
Associates, The Pasty Oven, G & G Lumber, Demko Electric, Greater Green Bay Community Foundation, Dyer Inc., 
Florence Utilities, Shop with a Cop and many individual donations too numerous to mention. Thanks to the 
crafters who made hats, mittens and stuffed animals plus to the sheriff department for collecting food at 
Christmas in Florence. 
 
God bless you all. 



 

Hartford town house fire; garage, 2 
vehicles destroyed 
 

 
 
HARTFORD, Wis - Fire gutted a town house and garage on James Court in Hartford on Friday evening, Jan. 3. 
 
Hartford Fire & Rescue officials say their crews were dispatched to the house fire around 5 p.m. Friday. The first 
arriving command vehicle found a two-story town house with the attached adjoining garages on fire, a vehicle 
inside the garage on fire, and one vehicle outside of the garage on fire.  
 
Everyone on both sides of the town house managed to get out safely.  
 
Assistance was provided from Hartford Electric & Water Utilities and We Energies, which shut off the electric, 
water, and gas utilities. 
 
Officials say the garages were destroyed by fire, along with two vehicles. Both units sustained minimal fire damage 
in the housing areas due to the rapid attack and fire extinguishment by fire personnel, but did experience smoke 
and water damage on all levels. The attics of both units experienced fire damage.  
 
The fire was determined to be linked to a construction waste container which was located just outside of the 
garage. 
 
The Source 
The information in this post was provided by Hartford Fire and Rescue. 
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