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Promotion Committee

BRF utilities does not ask for 
payment over the phone

 Black River Falls Mu-
nicipal Utilities (BRFMU) 
general manager Casey 
Engebretson said in a re-
lease Monday that BRFMU 
had received information 
that a BRFMU customer re-
ceived a phone call during 
which the caller threatened 

disconnection of service un-
less the customer agreed to 
pay the balance due over the 
phone.
 “This is a scam,” Enge-
bretson said. BRRMU does 
not phone customers and 
ask for payment over the 
phone. If you receive a simi-

lar call asking you to make a 
payment over the phone, do 
not provide any information 
and hang up immediately.”
 For more information, 
call BRFMU at 715-284-
9463.
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See Winter weather, page 2 

Power outages continued into the weekend 
from heavy snowfall 

By Andrea Kyser
 Community members 
around the Jackson County 
(JC) area woke up early 
Thursday morning to no 
electricity throughout their 
homes.
 After areas of JC 
received over six inches of 
snow, some receiving nine, 
in a very short period, many 
can recall it was very wet 
and heavy. 
 Due to the wet and heavy 
snow, power lines started 
sagging due to the weight of 
the snow and trees started to 
droop. Many trees and tree 
branches collapsed through-
out the night into the day 
Thursday, Dec. 15. 
 Jackson Electric 
Cooperative has been 
working hard on the power 
outages. They explained 
that 1,500 members were 
without power widespread 
throughout their service 
territory. They explained 
that restoration efforts were 

delayed due to trees down in 
the roadways. 
 Certain areas were with-
out power for multiple days.
 Jackson Electric 
explained, “Downed power 
lines are also on the road-
ways.” 
 Working effortless-
ly, crews began cutting 
branches off of the lines 
and removing downed lines. 
“Please stay away from 
downed lines, as you don’t 
know if it’s a live wire.”
 Jackson Electric  request-
ed assistance from Scenic 
Rivers Energy Cooperative 
where two of their teams 
came to JC to help the 
crews. 
 “Remember, a lot of 
the employees at Jackson 
Electric have left their fam-
ilies in the middle of the 
night to restore your power. 
We are going to be at this 
for a couple more days,” 
explained Jackson Electric. 
“We are working as quickly 

and as safely as we can.”
 Friday, Dec. 16, Jackson 
Electric gave an update that 
over 2,900 members were 
still without power through-
out their service area. On 
Friday, they called in more 
assistance. Crews from 
MiEnergy Cooperative and 
Vernon Electric arrived.
 Black River Falls 
(BRF) Municipal Utilities 
explained that their crews 
had also been out trying to 
restore power since the early 
hours of Thursday morning. 
“Crews have a long list of 
trees with wires all over and 
we will get to them as soon 
as possible.”
 They encouraged resi-
dents of BRF to call the JC 
Sheriff’s Department with 
outages after hours. 
 Facilities around the 
community also opened 
their doors to help families 
without power in the area. 

 

Andrea Kyser/Banner Journal
Snow-covered roads and trees in Jackson County sparkled in the morning light Thurs-
day, Dec. 15.

Forestry and parks 
committee hears about 
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Winter weather
 From Front Page

District 1 Community Center 
(D1CC) invited those who 
were without power to stay 
overnight in their building.
 “D1CC will be open at 
5 p.m. and will stay open 
overnight for those needing 
a warm place to shelter in,” 
D1CC posted Thursday eve-
ning. They requested that 
families bring a sleeping 
bag, air mattress, water and 
food, toiletries and towels.
 The School District of 
Alma Center-Humbird-
Merrillan also offered the 
community a place to gather 
to warm up and to eat.
 “We will be opening up 
the junior/senior high school 

to all in the community who 
need a place to warm up,” a 
post said from the district. 
“We will also be offering 
a free lunch to any and all 
who are interested.” 
 BRF Police Department, 
State Patrol and the JC 
Sheriff’s Department 
responded to many of the 
calls with power lines on 
roads and in front of houses. 
Deputies and of  cers spent 
their days cutting trees up, 
assisting the electric cooper-
atives in any way they could 
and responding to emergent 
calls due to the road condi-
tions. 

 

Andrea Kyser/Banner Journal
Branches and trees collapsed due to the amount of wet 
and heavy snow Jackson County received Thursday, Dec. 
15, blocking some roadways.

 

Andrea Kyser/Banner Journal
As many travelled to work Thursday morning, many ob-
served trees down along the sides of the roads in Jackson 
County. 

 

Andrea Kyser/Banner Journal
The Black River Falls Police Department, Wisconsin 
State Patrol and the Jackson County Sheriff’s Department 
responded to many calls, especially trees in the roadways. 

p 
f 
. 
e 
o 
y 
t 
-
d 

Black River Falls, Banner Journal (1926-2005; & 2005-current)

Dec
21

2022

Page
0002

Clip
resized

46%

From
0001

Property of Wisconsin News Tracker and members of the Wisconsin Newspaper Association.



Since the first week of 
November when the demoli-
tion of Nicolet National Bank 
began, some Eagle River 
property owners have alleged 
damage to foundations and 
structures that they blame 
on seismic activity caused by 
construction equipment.

The company subcon-
tracted to do the work, Sop-
er Companies of Oshkosh, is 
investigating the accusations 
while maintaining that initial 
vibration monitoring by a 
third-party agency showed no 
readings were near or exceed-
ed the criteria for compliance.

Several local property 

owners reported damage to 
their homes’ foundations as 
well as cracking of walls, ceil-
ings and other structures after 
the demolition.

Janie Spencer of Eagle 
River reported that her insur-
ance company would not cov-
er a claim for damage to her 
home, citing ground move-
ment and construction move-
ment as non-covered risks in 
her policy.

“It felt like war,” said 
Spencer. “People in this area, 
they felt it.”

Miron Construction of 
Wausau was contracted for 
the project by Nicolet Bank, 
to which they subcontracted 
the demolition of the bank 
to Soper Companies of Osh-
kosh.

“I just want to note that 
Miron and Soper Companies 
take accusations such as this 
seriously and will always do 
our due diligence to investi-
gate such accusations in order 

to find fault within our own 
firms,” said Vice President 
of Soper Companies Ethan 
Engel.

Eagle River property own-
er Jon Wagner provided pic-
tures of the damage to his 
home, which showed founda-
tion and sheetrock cracking.

“When they were getting 
the vault out and when they 
compacted the dirt back 
down after removing the 
vault, my whole house would 
shake,” said Wagner, whose 
house neighbors Spencer’s. 
“I have filed a claim with my 
insurance company and it 
looks like the damages will 
be covered. What I am wait-
ing on now is an estimate on 
how much it will be to fix the 
damage to the foundation 
and sheetrock in my home.”

Eagle River City Admin-
istrator Robin Ginner con-
firmed an engineer was not 
hired by the city to assess the 
risk of the project and that it 

was not the responsibility of 
the city to do so. 

“The city is only respon-
sible for the zoning process. 
Hiring of the construction 
company and the building 
permit process is between 
the property owner and the 
State Building Inspector. 
Hhowever, going forward,we 
may require companies doing 
work within the city do better 
due diligence prior to starting 
their work,” stated Ginner.

According to Mike San-
born of Eagle River Light & 
Water, seismic activity could 
have potentially damaged city 
utilities, though they have no 
signs of it yet.

“There is no way of telling 
if damage has been done to 
the sewers/pipes other than 
seeing water bubbling up 
out of the ground, which we 
haven’t seen yet,” said San-
born. “The contractor we use 

City property owners allege 
demolition-related damage

Contractor 
claims testing 

meets standard

To DEMO, Pg. 6A

By Jon Eichman
Asst. Editor
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Homeowner Jon Wagner alleges that cracks such as this one 
to his foundation are a result of the deconstruction project. 

—Contributed Photo

being Northern Pipe Inc. out 
of Green Bay always does a 
great job and will alert us if 
they find something troubling 
down there, but as of right now 
there is no infrastructure dam-
age.”

Northern Pipe Inc. will 
be going beneath the surface 
again for another optic review 
of the city’s infrastructure 
according to both Ginner and 
Sanborn.

Ginner also noted that she 
talked with Soper employees 
and let them know that doing 
a soil check would have been 
helpful in understanding the 
potential aftershocks that 
could be caused by the use of 
heavy construction equipment. 
She added that “Eagle River 
has notoriously unstable soils 
due to the clay from the sur-
rounding lakes.”

Engel told the News-Re-
view that soil borings were 
done prior to demolition.

“Soil borings were con-
ducted prior to starting con-
struction,” said Engel. “There 
is nothing in the borings indi-
cating any types of soil or local 
geology that would suggest any 
damage would have occurred 
during demolition.”

Engel also released a state-
ment regarding the matter on 
behalf of Soper Companies 
and their due diligence of test-
ing vibration levels near the 
demolition site.

“Soper Companies hired 
Vibra-Tech, a third-party test-

ing agency to perform vibra-
tion monitoring. The tests that 
were conducted are represen-
tative of the work activities that 
have and are occurring on site 
thus far,” he said. 

“Vibration monitoring data 
was collected and the findings 
are clear: no readings were 
near or exceeded the criteria 
for compliance. Therefore, 
construction activity has not 
impacted any adjacent homes 
or structures. The full report 
from Vibra-Tech has been giv-
en to the City of Eagle River.”

Prior to the hiring of Vibra-
tech, Ginner questioned Engel 
on the validity of the anticipat-
ed findings: “They will not be 
testing under the same condi-
tions, so I’m not sure how you 
can make a statement as such 
after the majority of the dam-
age was already done.”

Wagner added: “During the 
assessment a third-party engi-
neer stated that all the perspec-
tive damage to my home more 
than likely occurred because 
of the seismic activity from the 
demolition of the bank.”

Additionally, a business 
owner in close proximity to 
the demolition site who wished 
to remain anonymous told 
the News-Review that dam-
age including ceiling cracks 
incurred to their facility as 
well. The source said their 
insurance company has been 
contacted and an assessment 
has been ordered to aid in fil-
ing a claim.
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Evansville’s
Water &
Light
Hosting
Holiday
Donation
Drive

They will be collecting non-per-
ishable food donations for the
Evansville Care Closet. 

From December 7th- December
21st-bring your non-perishable
food items to Evansville City Hall
-31 S. Madison St. Drop-offs will
be accepted during regular busi-
ness hours, Monday through
Friday 8AM-4:30PM.  Contact
Evansville Water & Light Office
with questions: 882-2266.

All customers making
donations will get a raffle

ticket to enter to win 
fabulous prizes!

Evansville Review (1899-1932 & 2005-current)
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Nine Pointer 

Salvation Army donation  
reminder 

Florence Utilities donates 
to local non-profits

Florence Mining News - (1881-1894 & 2005-current)
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FLORENCE MINING NEWS DECEMBER 22, 2022 PAGE 15 

TRUCK REPAIR 

(715) 528-4727 

                                                    

          

Florence Utility Commission 
  

 Florence Utility Com-
mission is a municipally 
owned and operated elec-
tric, water, and natural gas 
utility, serving more than 
1,800 customers in Flor-
ence, Wisconsin. We 
strive to provide low-cost, 
reliable service with a 
community-focused, per-
sonal touch. We are your 
friends and neighbors who 
share your values and un-
derstand your needs. 
 Florence Utility Com-
mission was founded in 
1898. While a lot has 
changed over the past cen-
tury, the focus of the utili-
ty has not. Today, we still 
offer our customers some 
of the lowest electric rates 
in the area - rates signifi-
cantly lower than those in 
territories that are served 
by most investor-owned 
utilities. And, since we 
live and work in the com-
munity, we provide relia-
ble energy with superior 
customer service. 
 Florence Utility Com-
mission also provides our 

customers with clean, 
high-quality water that 
meets or exceeds all state 
and federal standards. 
Our water quality and 
capacity are monitored 
every day by well-trained 
system operators. Flor-
ence Utilities is dedicated 
to meeting our custom-
ers’ needs while helping 
to make the community a 
better place to live and 
work. We are one of the 
country's 2,200 public 
power systems — a utili-
ty owned by the commu-
nity it serves. 
 A three-member Util-
ity Commission, appoint-
ed by the Town Board, 
decides how to operate 
Florence Utility Commis-
sion. This local represen-
tation and control allows 
all citizens to have a 
voice in how our utility 
can best meet the com-
munity’s needs. 
 Call 715-528-3330 or 
visit the office at 501 
Spring Avenue, Monday 
through Friday from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

John Fornetti Dental Center 

Florence Mining News - (1881-1894 & 2005-current)

Dec
22

2022

Page
015
Clip

resized
101%

Property of Wisconsin News Tracker and members of the Wisconsin Newspaper Association.



 Florence Utilities is 
teaming up with the Flor-
ence County School Dis-
trict to help students gain 
needed skills in the 
workforce. Florence Util-
ities Energy Services 
Manager Jesse Roberts 
presented a $1,000 dona-
tion to Florence County 
Schools Superintendent 
Karl Morrin and Tech-
nical Education Teacher 
Andrew Richard on Fri-
day, December 9. 
 The funds will assist 
Florence County Schools 
with the new SkillsUSA 
program, which was re-
cently approved by the 
school board in Novem-
ber.   
 SkillsUSA is a part-
nership of students, 
teachers and industry 
partners working togeth-
er to ensure America has 
a skilled workforce. A 
nonprofit national educa-
tion association, 
SkillsUSA serves stu-
dents preparing for ca-
reers in trade, technical, 
and skilled service occu-
pations.   

 Florence students 
will have the opportunity 
to participate in an after-
school program and 
choose which trade to 
learn more about. 
SkillsUSA holds a com-
petition in which the stu-
dents can then display 
their new skills by com-
peting in their chosen 
field of interest. With 
over 100 areas to explore, 
students can learn about 
anything from aviation 
maintenance to barbering, 
cyber security, welding, 
and more. 
 The funds will be 
used to purchase neces-
sary supplies and help 
support travel expenses 
for students attending 
SkillsUSA competitions. 
 “Ensuring a strong 
future workforce is es-
sential to the health of the 
community of Florence,” 
said Roberts. “The utility 
is proud to support the 
schools in providing such 
a valuable program.” 
 For more information 
regarding SkillsUSA, 
visit skillsusa.org. 

UUtility collaborates with school district to support workforce development 

Technical Education Teacher Andrew Richard, left, and Florence County Schools Superinten-
dent Karl Morrin, right, receive a check from Jesse Roberts, middle, an energy services man-
ager with Florence Utilities 

DHS confirms pediatric influenza-associated death in Wisconsin 
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Consumer Information 

METERS FREE OF 
ICE AND SNOW 
 Florence Utilities is 
reminding its customers 
to help ensure the proper 
operation of natural gas 
and electric meters by 
keeping the meters free of 
snow and ice. The meters 
and equipment are de-
signed to withstand winter 
weather conditions but the 
concern is that heavy or 
hard-packed snow and 
ice, icicles falling from 
building eaves, or water 
dripping from a roof and 
freezing on the natural gas 
meter venting, could pos-
sibly create a potential 
safety hazard. Snow and 
ice around gas and elec-
tric meters should be care-
fully removed by hand, 
not with shovels or power 
equipment such as snow 
blowers. Never kick or hit 
your gas meter or its pip-
ing with a hammer to 
break away built-up snow 
or ice. It is also advised to 
keep furnace air intakes 
clear to help prevent pos-
sible carbon monoxide 
(CO) problems. If you 
notice an accumulation of 
ice on your meter or are 
concerned that the meter's 
vent may be blocked, 
please call Florence Utili-
ties at 715-528-3330 for 
assistance. 
CARBON MONOXIDE 
POISONING 
 Florence Utilities also 
reminds customers of the 
importance of having 
working CO detectors in 
their home. You can be in 
danger of Carbon Monox-
ide (CO) poisoning if un-
safe amounts of CO exist 
in your home. The accu-
mulation of CO can hap-
pen as a result of any or a 
combination of the fol-
lowing: 
 1) faulty or damaged 
heating appliances; 2) 
heating appliance not 
maintained or serviced; 3) 
rooms not properly venti-
lated; 4) blocked chim-
neys or flues; 5) indoor 
use of a barbecue grill or 
outdoor heater; 6) im-
proper operation of heat-
ing appliances; 7) proper-

ty alterations or home 
improvements which re-
duce ventilation; 8) run-
ning engines such as vehi-
cles in your garage; 9) or 
using cooking appliances 
for heating purposes.  
 Symptoms of CO 
poisoning can be similar 
to those caused by other 
illnesses such as a cold or 
flu. They include: unex-
plained headaches, chest 
pains or muscular weak-
ness, stomach pain, sud-
den dizziness when stand-
ing up and general lethar-
gy. If you suspect elevat-
ed levels of CO in your 
home and anyone in your 
home has any of these 
symptoms, get fresh air 
immediately and seek 
medical attention. Stop 
using the appliance and 
do not use it again until it 
has been serviced by a 
qualified professional. For 
more information regard-
ing Carbon Monoxide 
safety see http://www/
cosafety.org 
PREVENT FROZEN 
PIPES AND METERS 
 When below freezing 
temperatures occur over 
several days, water pipes 
and meters that are close 
to cold air may freeze. 
Property owners are re-
sponsible for protecting 
both water pipes and the 
water meter from damage. 
Florence Utilities urges 
residents to take steps to 
prevent water pipes and 
meters from freezing in 
order to receive uninter-
rupted water service as 
well as avoiding unneces-
sary and expensive re-
pairs. Preventing pipes 
and meters from freezing 
is much easier than trying 
to thaw them. We suggest 
providing warmth to the 
water pipes by doing the 
following: 
• Eliminate cold drafts 
near water pipes. 
• Tightly close doors 
and windows to the out-
side and eliminate drafts 
from crawl spaces. 
• Fill cracks in walls 
and around windows. 
• Turn off water to gar-
den hose connections at 

an inside valve and drain 
the exposed piping before 
freezing temperatures set 
in. 
• Open the door to the 

room where the pipes are 
located to allow warmth 
to circulate. 
• Place a lighted bulb 

near water pipes. (Never 
use open flames.) 
• Wrap pipes in insula-

tion or heat tape. 
• Open cabinet door 

below the sink to allow 
warm air to reach the 
pipes. 

Also, make frequent 
use of your water supply: 
• Flowing water often 

breaks up ice below freez-
ing. 
• When outside temper-

atures remain below 
freezing, it's less expen-
sive to run your faucet 
regularly than for you to 
repair a frozen or burst 
pipe. 

What to do if pipes 
freeze? 

 If no water comes 
from your faucets when 
you turn them on, most 
likely the pipes nearest a 
wall, door, window, or 
along the floor are frozen: 
• Start by opening a 

faucet near the frozen 
pipe to release any vapor 
from the melting ice and 
so that you'll know when 
the water starts flowing 
again. 
• Begin warming the 

pipes nearest the faucet 
and work toward the fro-
zen section. 
• Blow warm air on the 

pipe using a hair dryer. 
(Do not leave the dryer 
unattended or allow it to 
overheat.) 
• Once water has begun 

to flow again, let a pencil-
sized stream of water flow 
through the faucet until 
normal heating is restored 
to the area. 
• Eliminate cold drafts 

and allow warm air to 
circulate around the pipes 
to prevent freezing again. 
HEATING  
ASSISTANCE  
PROGRAM 
 It is not too late to 
apply for heating assis-
tance for the 2022-2023 
heating season. Contact 
Energy Services for Flor-
ence County at 715-609-
2274 to schedule an ap-
pointment to determine if 
you are eligible for finan-
cial assistance through 
Wisconsin Home Energy 
Assistance Program 

(WHEAP). For more in-
formation regarding the 
program see http://
homeenergyplus.wi.gov.  
PIPELINE PURPOSE 
AND RELIABILITY 
 Pipelines are the saf-
est and most efficient 
means of transporting 
natural gas and petroleum 
products, according to 
National Transportation 
Safety Board statistics. 
The federal government 
sets minimum safety 
standards for all pipelines. 
The federal government 
also makes and enforces 
rules for interstate gas 
pipelines. However, in 
Wisconsin the Public Ser-
vice Commission (PSC) 
makes and enforces rules 
for intrastate (within our 
state) pipelines. State and 
federal engineers work 
together to achieve the 
goal of public safety. The 
PSC’s safety program 
uses a team of engineers. 
These engineers spend 
months in training on gas 
pipeline safety. They ad-
vise gas pipeline opera-
tors about gas safety and 
inspect the gas system and 
company records. They 
monitor pipeline construc-
tion, operations and 
maintenance activities. If 
it is not exactly right, they 
make sure it’s corrected. 
Their job is to keep the 
public safe by enforcing 
the pipeline safety code. 
Additional roles of the 
pipeline safety engineer 
include: responding to 
customer complaints; con-
ducting field inspections; 
complete a comprehen-
sive inspection of every 
gas utility at least once 
every three years; review 
all gas utility’s mainte-
nance records every year; 
review all gas utility con-
struction standards for 
compliance with applica-
ble safety standards; work 
with the US Department 
of Transportation on in-
terstate pipeline projects 
in Wisconsin; make un-
scheduled inspections of 
utility construction pro-
jects; and advise gas oper-
ators about pipeline safe-
ty. The Florence Utility 
Commission prides itself 
on the safe operation of 
its natural gas delivery 
system. Additional infor-
mation regarding natural 
gas pipeline safety in 
Wisconsin can be found at 
http://psc.wi.gov  
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LAKE MILLS LIGHT & WATER 
HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE

The Lake Mills Light & Water 
along with the Lake Mills Optimist 
Club will be holding a Holiday Toy 
Drive now through Dec. 16. Bring a 
new and unwrapped toy for children 
ages ranging from 1 to 18 and get two 
strings of LED holiday lights. Toys can 
be dropped off at Lake Mills Light & 
Water, 155 S. Industrial Drive between 
the hours of 7 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. For 
more information call 920-648-4026.

A LIVE NATIVITY DEC. 23
The Lake Mills United Methodist 

Church, 271 E Prospect St., Lake Mills, 
would like to invite the public to our 
annual presentation of “A Live Nativity” 
Friday, Dec. 23 from 6 to 7:30 pm

LAKE MILLS CITY BAND TO 
PERFORM HOLIDAY CONCERT
Join the Lake Mills City Band for a 

FREE holiday concert, Wednesday, 
Dec. 28 at 7 p.m. in the Lake Mills High 
School auditorium.

SAFERIDE PROGRAM TO BE 
OFFERED NEW YEAR’S EVE

The Saferide program will be offered 
New Year’s Eve from 5 p.m. to 3 a.m. 
Rides will be from home to participat-
ing locations only and from sponsored 

location to sponsored location only. 
Location information will be available 
and posted by Dec. 8. Donations can be 
mailed or dropped off to TT’s Timeout 
107 S. Main Street.

AMERICAN LEGION BINGO
Bingo games are held at the Lake 

Mills American Legion Post 67 build-
ing. It will be held every first and third 
Friday of each month from 7-10 p.m. It 
will also be held on the fifth Fridays as 
applicable. (Exceptions: Dec. 31)

LEADER OFFICE EARLY DEADLINES
Due to the Christmas and New Years 

holidays, deadlines for all news items, 
and all retail and classified advertising 
in The Lake Mills Leader Dec. 29 & Jan. 
5 editions will be Friday, Dec. 23 & Dec. 
30 at noon. All legal notices, official 
publications, minutes, agendas will be 
noon on Thurs., Dec. 22 & Thurs.,Dec. 
29. The Lake Mills Leader office will be 
closed Monday, Dec. 26 and Monday, 
Jan. 2.

HOW TO SUBMIT A NEWS BRIEF
News briefs can be submitted by 

emailing lakemillsleader@hngnews.
com to the attention of Becky Weber, or 
call 920-648-2334. Briefs should include 
the date, time and location of the event 
and public contact information.

NEWS BRIEFS

Lake Mills Leader
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Perhaps many local folks 
looked at the calendar last 
Saturday morning and smiled 
because they didn’t have to 
go to work. Cinda Johnson, 
Muscoda Village Clerk, could 
smile because December 3 
was the 40th anniversary of 

her life’s work. She indicated 
she plans to continue her job 
and see what the future may 
bring.

Actually, Cinda has been 
working for the village lon-
ger than 40 years. She was a 
member of the Riverdale High 
School Class of 1982 and in 
her junior year she started in 
a “Work Study” program that 
yielded some credit. Barry 
Schultz was the business edu-
cation teacher. During her 
junior and senior years Cinda 
and another student, Susan 
Schwabe, worked after school 
typing material regarding 
various grant applications 
that were successfully sought 
by Mary Hanrahan, raising 
money to help Muscoda’s 
growing industries.

Cinda also worked for a 

during August of 1982. Plus 
she helped Joe Drone, Mus-
coda Utilities Superintendent, 

of various records..
All that background perhaps 

helped her earn the December 
3, 1988 action giving her the 
full-time Deputy Clerk-Trea-
surer position, a job she held 
until the retirement of Clerk 
Elaine Eiling, who had held 
the position for 18 ½ years.

Cinda’s position became 
known as Administrator/
Clerk/Treasurer. Duties in-
clude administration of elec-
tions, preparation of annual 
budgets and meeting agendas 
as well as posting meeting 
notices, compliance with open 
meeting laws and responses to 
open record requests, record 
keeping, minutes, accounting 
and payroll, billing, utilities 
and various other tasks.

She notes technology has 
changed the job dramatically. 
Record keeping was originally 
done with pen and paper. To-
day, records are kept in digital 
format. However, Cinda says 
she does not completely trust 
electronics so she keeps the 
“important stuff” on paper and 
in the vault.

She has worked with six vil-
lage presidents – John Hanra-
han, April 1977 to April 1991; 
Robert Johnson, April 1991 to 
October, 1992; Larry Miller, 
October 1992 to April, 2001; 

Anthony Broadbent, April 
2001 to April 2009; Brent 
Stadele, April, 2009 to April, 
2013; Dorothy Hackl, April 
2013 to the present time.

Cinda is quick to thank the 
many people she has worked 
with through the years, includ-
ing village presidents, village 
board members, committee 
members, volunteers, village 
employees and particularly 
front office staff including 
former deputy clerk Laura 
Faga as well as Amy Louis 
and Reg Nankee who work 
with her presently.

She noted that the village 
election crew does an amaz-
ing job with no problems even 
during hot contests. Originally 
the poll workers “just had 
to show up” but now they 
are required to have special 
training. The Muscoda voting 
machines were audited by the 
state one time and apparently 
no problems were found.

Cinda said: “As a kid right 
out of high school I never 
dreamed I would spend a ca-
reer working in government.” 
She grew up near Muscoda 
on the Town of Pulaski dairy 
farm operated by the LaVerne 
and Karen Seifert family.

 

40 years service for Muscoda Village Clerk

Cinda Johnson, 40-year veteran of Muscoda village government, can wonder 
what her job entailed when this 1897 drawing of an active community was made.

Photo by Wendell Smith

 Winter weather is a regular 
part of life in Wisconsin and it 
can lead to dangerous condi-
tions on the roads. It’s harder 
to control or stop a vehicle 
in snow, sleet, and ice. Last 
season, winter weather con-
tributed to more than 15,000 
crashes that killed 38 people 
in Wisconsin.

“We remind every driver to 
refresh your winter driving 

Be prepared for winter driving
to avoid crashes this season

habits. Re-familiarize yourself 
with the way your vehicle 
reacts to slippery conditions,” 
Wisconsin State Patrol Super-
intendent Tim Carnahan said. 
“Recognize that you must 
slow down and allow more 
time for your trips no mat-
ter how far you travel. Make 
sure your vehicle is prepared 
to make it through the winter 
months.”

Safe winter driving is Wis-
i S P l’ D

plow are likely worse, so driv-
ers should use extra caution
if passing a snowplow. Plow
drivers have limited visibility
and the vehicles often create a 
cloud of snow that can obscure 
visibility for all.

How to stay safe in winter
Drivers should always be 

prepared on every trip behind 
the wheel. If possible, stay 
off the roads during severe
winter weather and wait until

di i i S i
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PLYMOUTH – As the re-
sult of a complex $6.75 million 
agreement in the works for more 
than a year and approved by the 
Common Council at a special 
meeting on Tuesday afternoon, 
Plymouth Utilities will con-
struct and operate a new substa-
tion near the Town of Mitchell 
by 2025, to meet the increasing 
electrical needs of a major cus-
tomer and provide more reliable 
service to others in that territory 
at the same time.

The ANR Pipeline Compa-
ny – which plans to expand its 
Kewaskum Compressor Station 
and install two motors that will 
pump natural gas and increase 
the power demand on Plymouth 
Utilities – will foot most of the 
bill and pay out the $6.75 mil-
lion to the city before the year’s 
end.

“It’s going to improve our 
electrical system so we’re go-
ing to have better, more reliable 
power in our southwest territo-
ry,” Plymouth Utilities Opera-
tions Manager Ryan Roehrborn 
said at the meeting.

“Any time we can connect 
the grid and make it more reli-
able, it’s a good thing,” Mayor 
Don Pohlman noted, adding that 
the deal took intensive planning 

ANR, which delivers natural 
gas from Texas, the Oklahoma 
panhandle region, and Louisi-
ana to the Midwest and Great 
Lakes region, has agreed to pay 
a Contribution in Aid of Con-
struction totaling $6.75 million. 
This includes $2.3 million for 
service extension plus $4.4 mil-
lion to cover 8/11 of the cost of 
the new substation, which is the 
estimated proportion of the en-
ergy they will use compared to 
other substation customers.

“We will get the CIAC right 
away,” Plymouth Utilities Fi-
nance Manager Kim Ross told 
the council. “Any costs that we 
incur from now until the time 
the project is done, or if they 
cancel in between, ANR is on 
the hook for… so we’re pro-
tected there.”

She also pointed out that the 
new substation will improve 
the utility’s maintenance capa-
bilities overall and offer another 
base to work from.

Plymouth Utilities staff, in 
consultation with legal counsel 
and electrical engineers at For-
ster Engineering, worked with 

ANR over the past month to

technical four-page agreement.
The pipeline company re-

quested approval of the agree-
ment and payment of the CIAC
in 2022 to accommodate a capi-
tal budget deadline.

“They were very anxious to 
get this meeting scheduled be-
fore the end of the year and we 
were happy to work together

Plymouth City Administrator
Timothy Blakeslee said.

There had been much good-
natured joking at the beginning
of the session about the highly 
unusual, 2 p.m. meeting time.

Costs for pre-construction
engineering, regulatory approv-
als, detailed design and admin-
istrative fees will be ANR’s re-
sponsibility as well.

The company has also agreed
to provide a deposit equal to 
the highest estimated gross bill
for any two consecutive billing
periods selected by Plymouth
Utilities, currently projected to
be $724,000.

“It sounds like you have
this well planned,” Alderman
Charles Hansen said. “It’s a
substation we probably want
someplace in that vicinity any-
way.”

He asked when the substa-
tion – which will be known as
Plymouth Sub #5 – will be up 
and running, and utilities staff 
replied that they are hoping to

summer of 2025, to meet a Sep-
tember 2025 deadline.

“What is nice about this is
that our long-term plan was to
have a substation in this area
(near the Town of Mitchell) 
eventually, although we were
talking years and years down 
the road,” said Blakeslee. “This
development has expedited that

He added that the city will
soon be working with a land 
acquisition specialist to identify
an available, appropriate parcel
of approximately 4.9 acres.

ANR plans to install two
4,160-volt, 3,750-hp motors, 
which is expected to result in an
increase of peak electrical load
requirements at its Kewaskum
Compressor Station to approxi-
mately 7,385 kilowatts.

Plymouth Utilities must ob-

from the Public Service Com-
mission of Wisconsin before
construction of the substation
may begin.

by Sarah Hall
of The Review staff

New multi-million $ electrical
substation approved

Pipeline company to foot most of the bill 

Plymouth, The Review
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Stoughton recognized as national renewable energy leader 

Moved up to #8 in nation on ‘Green Power Participation rate’ 

 

Dec 5, 2022 | Scott De Laruelle 

It seems that Stoughton residents have stepped up their game when it comes to 

using “green” energy, according to a recent national study that showed an 

increase in the city’s top-10 national ranking. 

According to a recent Stoughton Utilities news release, Stoughton once again 

received national recognition from the Department of Energy’s National 

Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) for the community’s renewable energy 

efforts. 



NREL evaluated the renewable energy efforts of utilities in four categories and 

released lists of the top 10 utilities across the nation. Customers of Stoughton 

Utilities rank eighth in the nation for their Green Power Participation rate, 

moving up from their No. 10 ranking in 2020. Last year, nearly 5% of Stoughton 

Utilities’ customers voluntarily participated in the Choose Renewable program. 

This is the eighth time Stoughton has made it into the top 10 rankings since 

2009. NREL’s list for Green Power Participation Rates measures the percentage 

of customers who participate in a utility’s renewable or ‘green’ energy programs. 

The Choose Renewable program allows customers to sign up to increase their 

monthly bill by a few dollars, ensuring their space is powered by renewable 

energy such as solar, wind and biogas. According to Stoughton Utilities, a typical 

home can run on clean energy with the purchase of two to three blocks, with one 

300 kilowatt-hour (kWh) block costing $2 per month. 

“The people of Stoughton continue to receive national attention when it comes to 

renewable energy,” said Stoughton Utilities director Jill Weiss. “To have so many 

individuals invested in a zero-carbon future is very exciting, and I hope we’re able 

to continue leading the way until every community in the nation runs on 100% 

renewable energy.” 

For more information, visit stoughtonutilities.com or call 608-873-3379. 

 

http://stoughtonutilities.com/


Sun Prairie Utilities recently 
announced the return of the 
2022 community wide Ginger-
bread House Decorating Con-
test now through noon on Fri-
day, Dec. 16, 2022.

Winners will be announced 
Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2022. Entries 
will be judged based on the fol-
lowing criteria: construction, 
decoration, creativity, and hol-
iday essence.

The Top 3 voted entries will 
each receive a $100 gift certifi-
cate or gift card to their favor-
ite Sun Prairie restaurant. 
Sun Prairie Utilities will also 
donate $10 to the Sun Prai-
rie Food Pantry for each entry 
submitted.

To enter the contest, take 
a selfie photo with the deco-
rated gingerbread house and 
email the photo (with a sub-
ject title “Gingerbread House”) 
to information@myspu.org . 
Please include in the email a 
contact name, address, and 
phone number to qualify. SPU 
reserves the right to post all 
entries to our website or social 
media pages.

GENERAL RULES
• The contest is open to all 

Sun Prairie community house-
holds.

• Gingerbread houses can 
be made from homemade 

cookie, purchased pre-baked 
kit, graham crackers, wafer 
cookies, or any appropriate 
edible building material.

• Selfie photo showing the 
decorated house must be 
included for a valid entry.

• Contest entries must 
be received at SPU by noon, 
Dec.16, 2022. Entries must 
clearly state a contact name, 
address, and phone number 
to qualify. Email to: informa-
tion@myspu.org , and remem-
ber that including a creative 
name for your gingerbread 
house entry will earn you 
bonus points.

• Contest winners will be 
determined by SPU employee 
vote on December 20 using 
criteria of construction, dec-
oration, creativity, and holi-
day essence. Winners will be 
announced Dec. 20, 2022.

• The top three votes 
received will each receive a 
$100 gift card or gift certificate 
for your favorite Sun Prairie 
restaurant.

• SPU reserves the right to 
post any or all entrant ginger-
bread house photos to our 
website or social media pages.

• SPU employee households 
may enter the contest, but are 
not eligible to win a prize

• Only one winner per 
household.

HOLIDAY CONTESTS

SPU sponsoring 

gingerbread house 

decorating contest

CONTRIBUTED

Sun Prairie Utilities recently announced the return of the 2022 commu-
nity wide Gingerbread House Decorating Contest, which takes place 
now through noon on Friday, Dec. 16, 2022. Winners will be announced 
Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2022.

Sun Prairie, Star
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