




By Garrett Aleckson
 The Black River Falls Mu-
nicipal Utilities (BRFMU) 
Commission met for its regu-
lar meeting Monday, May 19. 
  In the water report, 
BRFMU general manager 
Casey Engebretson updated 
the commission on the re-
habilitation of the fourth 
BRFMU Well.
 “They completed the 
Well Four rehab,” shared 
Engebretson. “They had an 
opening, so they got in the 
last week in April. Everything 
went well. They have noticed 
improved pumping capacity. 
As you can see, the quote was 
for $14,040 and, depending 
on what they found, there 
was a chance at some added 
costs. If they had to replace 
some pump columns or pipe 
sections, then that would be 

came in at $15,734, so it was 
about $1,694 over. The extra 
was for four sections of pipe 
that they needed to replace. 
But, they noticed improve-
ment, so that went well.”
 Engebretson added that 
the Well was located in the 
Industrial Park. 
 In additional business, 
electric superintendent Kevin 
LaValley updated the com-
mission on the German Hill 
substation replacement. 
 “I got to work today and 
I got an email from Dave 
Krause (electrical engineer) 
and they were coming today 
to work on the German 
Hill sub,” LaValley said. 
“So they’re there today and 
tomorrow to install the pro-
tective relay. And then, when 

they got there, the breakers 
and substations operate on 
DC voltage. So, if the power 
is out from the transmission 
line for a storm, the breakers 
still operate so you can open 
and close them if you want. 
Well, the battery bank failed. 
The engineer was saying that 
it looked like the battery char-
ger had been overcharging at 
that time. So, now we have 
to buy a battery bank and a 
new charger.” 
 “Dave has a lot of the 
equipment lined up for the 
rest of the work that needs to 
be done to replace that sub-
station,” LaValley continued. 
“They’re kind of scattered 
around the state. That’s going 
to be collected and they hope 
to be back in one or two weeks 

don’t know if it’s going to be 
completed by the end of May, 
but hopefully in June.”
 “That means it’s going 
to be back online and opera-
tional?” asked commissioner 
and BRF mayor Jay Eddy.
 “I’m hoping so by June,” 
LaValley replied. “We were 
wondering and then today 
they just came.”
 In other business, Enge-
bretson and the commission 
discussed the Compliance 
Maintenance Annual Reso-
lution (CMAR) 2025. The 
resolution stems from the 
previous meeting, when 
Engebretson updated the 
commission on a non-com-
pliance notice BRFMU re-
ceived from the Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) 
for the phosphorus limit at the 
wastewater treatment plant.

 “The CMAR is essentially 
an annual report card that 
follows how the Wastewater 
plant is operating,” Enge-
bretson explained. “In that 
CMAR, they require a resolu-
tion from the governing body, 

it and it gives you a chance 
to add any actions or com-
ments. As you can see, this 
year we received a C grade 
for the phosphorus portion. If 
you receive a C or below, it 
requires actions or comments 
from the governing body.”
 “We talked about last 
month that we got the notice 
of non-compliance,” Enge-
bretson continued. “We did 
meet with the DNR. Their 
rules state that they need 
to hand-deliver any notice 
of non-compliance. What 
it came from was the phos-
phorus level, which was 
above the monthly limit three 
months in a row. We met with 
our DNR wastewater engi-
neer and we went through ev-
erything. She was very happy 
with how they’re operating 
the plant. She commended 
the wastewater plant on their 
communication throughout, 
because they knew they 
were out of compliance and 
they trying different things. 
Once we got done, we had to 
send her an email going over 
what the problems were and 
what we’ve done to remedy 

what we came up, which is 
basically in the resolution. 

response, so we’re good.”
 The commission ap-
proved the resolution. 
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“We have already seen a few people using them before we have officially announced they 
were available to the public. As electric vehicles become more prominent, we expect to 
see more in the coming years," Heffron said. 
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