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Richland Center, The Richland Observer

City
City“ of Richland Center
has earned the American Public

Power Association’s Safety Award of
Excellence fg operating practices
in2024. Theﬁeame iagiond
award in the category for with
15,000 worker-hours of annual worker
exposure.
More than 200 entered the
annual Safety Awards for 2024. The
entrants are placed in accordance with
their number of worker-hours and
ranked based on the most incident-
free records and overall state of their
safety programs and culture during
2024. The incidence rate is based on
the number of work-related reportable
injuries or illnesses and the number of
worker-hours during 2024, as defined
by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administpatt HA).
“City
safety culture. s;
Manager of City|
is a testament to the safety culture we
have built and the hard work that goes
into ensuring that our team members
have a safe work environment.”
“Harnessing electricity to keep our
communities powered is vital work that
can be dangerous, even deadly, if the
proper attention isn’t paid to tried-and-
true safety practices,” said Jon Beasley,
Chair of APPA’s Safety Committee and
Vice-President of Elegttie-&ities of GA.
“This award honor:“ that hold
fast to these practices and — in doing
so — put the safety of their personnel
and their customers above all else.”
APPA has conducted the Safety
Awards annually for more than sixty-

six years. APPA is the voice
for-profit, community-owned
that power 2,000 towns and cities

nationwide.

honored with national award for safety
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From left: Grant Bruckner, Gerald Klatt, Scott Gald, Hunter Dischler, Angie Edwards, Rowen Wipperfurth and Darren Mott.
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e City Utilities of Rich-
~-& land Center.has earned the
Apr American [Public Power|As-
17 sociation’s Safety Award of
2025 Excellence for safe operating
Page practices in 2024. The utili:cy
A005 earned the diamond award in
L the category for utilities with

o7 15,000 worker-hours of an-

nual worker exposure. More
than 200 utilities entered
the annual Safety Awards
for 2024. The entrants are
placed in accordance with
their number of worker-hours
and ranked based on the most
incident-free records and
overall state of their safety
programs and culture during
2024. The incidence rate is
based on the number of work-
related reportable injuries or
illnesses and the number of
worker-hours during 2024, as
defined by the Occupational
Safety and Health Adminis-
tration (OSHA). “City Utilities
is proud of our safety culture.
said Scott Gald, Utility Man-
ager of City Utilities. “This
award is a testament to the
safety culture we have built
and the hard work that goes
into ensuring that our team
members have a safe work
environment.”
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Prescott Pierce County Journal

Fourth annual Earth Fest set for April 26

Community event features new activities and offerings

RIVER FALLS - The
fourth annual Earth Fest will
take place April 26 from noon
to 4 p.m. at the University
Center at UW-River Falls at
501 Wild Rose Ave., River
Falls. The event is free and
open to all. Earth Fest is a cel-
ebration of community and
environmental wellness ef-
forts and a collaborative effort
coordinated through Hope for
Earth in partnership with the
School District of River Falls,
the UWRF Sustainability Of-
fice, the City of River Falls
and many additional entities.

This year, the festivities
will begin with an exclu-
sive pre-event performance
by the Smokeytown Singers
at 11 am. in the Falcon’s
Nest, University Center. The
Smokeytown Singers are a
renowned drum group from
the Menominee Tribe in
Wisconsin. The group works
to promote and protect tra-
ditional Menominee music
and culture by performing at
powwows and cultural events
nationwide. The performance
will also include a component
honoring and recognizing
military veterans.

Additional event high-
lights:

Forager Chef Alan Bergo:
Following the Smokeytown
Singers, Forager Chef Alan
Bergo will give a presentation
about walnut milk at noon.
Bergo will then have an ex-
hibit in the Meet Your Farmer
& Local Ag area where at-
tendees will have the opportu-
nity to learn about sustainable
foraging and enjoy delicious
samples.

Electric Vehicle Charging
101: ZEF Energy will provide
a brief presentation at 12:45

p.m. Attendees can ask ques-
tions and learn more at the
ZEF Energy exhibitor space.

Trashion Show: At 1 p.m.,
the Trashion Show will high-
light the fallout from fast
fashion and showcase local
talent with creative alterna-
tives. Participants will present
outfits made from recycled
and repurposed materials,
demonstrating innovative and
sustainable fashion choices.
Three categories will be pre-
sented including recycled/up-
cycled, mended, and thrifted.

Bluegrass Music: At 2
p-m. The Pickled Beats Blue-
grass Band will perform.
The performance is through
a partnership with the River
Falls Chamber of Commerce
and the annual River Falls
Bluegrass Festival.

Seasonal Spotlight: This
year, Earth Fest will feature
a Seasonal Spotlight part-
nership with local farms and
restaurants. Attendees can en-
joy free samples of local and
sustainable food options, with
an ongoing focus on seasonal
ingredients and dishes at lo-
cal restaurants throughout the
growing season.

Exhibitors: 90+ exhibits
intended to educate about
sustainability-related  prac-
tices and local opportunities
for involvement. There will
also be giveaways of trees,
LED light bulbs, laundry de-
tergent sheets and other sus-
tainability related items. For
the first time, exhibitors will
be allowed to sell items such
as honey, cookbooks, and re-
usable bags.

Activities: An assortment
of activities for those of all
ages will include outdoor
learning and play for young

children, Humble Horse Ojib-
we ponies, interactive sur-
face water displays, clothing
swap, Coco's Heart dog res-
cue, book giveaway and ar
art project with Community
Arts Base. Attendees will alsc
be able to participate in a new
community mosaic project.

Electric cars, tools anc
more: Talk with owners of
electric vehicles and tools tc
learn about charging, battery
life and performance.

Parking is available or
public streets around UWREF
as well as in various campus
parking lots.

Free shuttle transportatior
is available from several Riv-
er Falls locations in collab-
oration with the River Falls
Bluegrass Festival.

Attendees are asked tc
bring well water to be testec
and one to two gently usec
adult clothing items to trade
to help reduce throwing away
clothing. The site also will
be home to battery recycling
Event organizers encour-
age attendees to help reduce
waste by bringing their owr
water bottle or coffee mug for
use at the beverage stations.

Old growth sponsors of
this year’s event are the City
and the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Rivel
Falls. Interfacial Consultants
and the Wisconsin Office of
Sustainability and Clean En-
ergy are sapling sponsors.

For more event and park-
ing information, visit https:/,
www.hopeforearth.org/earth-
fest and facebook.com/earth-
fest.RF

Submitted by Earth Fest
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Watertown Daily Times

CHRIS LEE
chris.lee@apg-sw.com

WATERLOO — The City of
Waterloo will moved ahead with
the Hendricks Street reconstruc-
tion project and associated re-pav-
ing of the Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW) parking lot this
summer.

Mayor Jenifer Quimby said the
City Council approved the project
ona7-0vote April 17.

“People will no longer have to
walk in the road,” Quimby said of
the project, which includes add-
ing sidewalks on both sides of the
street up to Bishop Circle, and then
on the west side of Hendricks up
to the bridge over the Maunesha
River at the entrance to Fireman’s
Park.

The Council approved the low
bid for the Hendricks Street recon-
struction of $2,624,231 from
Dorner Inc., from Luxemburg,
Wis., plus their additional bid for
the DPW north-side parking lot of
$103,125, fora total of $2,727,356,
according to City documents.

The project will run from East
Madison Street north to the bridge

over the Maunesha River, but
will not include the bridge itself,
according to DPW Director Chad
Yerges. It includes the street, new
curb and gutter, and sidewalks.

Currently, Hendricks Street does
not have curb and gutter or side-
walk north of Cleveland Street.

The project also includes adding
an entrance to the back side of 333
Portland Road in the City’s indus-
trial park, Quimby said, which will
allow development of that parcel.
The City is getting a $470,000 grant
to cover that work, she said, add-
ing that currently there is no street
access to that parcel.

Some of the project’s total cost is
for the City’s share, while some is

Waterloo City Council approves
Hendricks Street reconstruction

Future projects include a recon-
struction South Van Buren Street
in2027, State HWY 89 / East Mad-
ison Street in 2028, Maple Street in
2029, and State HWY 19/ Portland
Road which will now be moved
from 2031 to 2033, Quimby said.

In other action April 17, the City
Council:

« Elected Charles Kuhl as its
new Council president, replacing
Alderperson Tim Thomas in that
role, according to Quimby.

» Approved Cody Lee as the
City’s fourth full-time AEMT/fire-
tighter, after former new-hire Rox-
anne Schneider left to join another
department.

« Received a report on Baker-Til-

for sanitary sewer and water-main __ly’s 2024 audit of the City. “We are
work through Waterly healthy;” Quimby said. “We

officials said. The sewer will be
lowered several feet, Quimby said.

To save some money, the City
and Waterlre
the work of removing trees as
needed for the project, she said.
She added that the City has been
saving its wheel-tax money for the
project.

Hendricks Street is the City’s
largest street project for this year.

are very low in our debt, especially
compared to other municipalities”

In other Waterloo news, new
Police Officer Daniel Aguero was
sworn in April 14. He has been
apaid-per-call firefighter with
Waterloo Fire and EMS since 2019
and will be the City’s first officer
who is fluent in Spanish. He will
attend the police academy starting
in August.

Property of Wisconsin News Tracker and members of the Wisconsin Newspaper Association.

ISCONSIN

NEWS TRACKER





