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Judge allows power lines to 
proceed, but sees ‘legitimate

concerns’ of landowners

SHEBOYGAN – A county judge has awarded the American 
Transmission Company (ATC) immediate possession of property 
rights to move its Plymouth Reliability Project forward, and resis-
tant landowners face condemnation hearings as the new year rings
in. 

Judge Angela Sutkiewicz read an eight-minute decision to 
people assembled in her Circuit 2 room in the Sheboygan County
Courthouse on Tuesday December 23. Several dozen people were 
gathered, including 15 named plaintiffs seeking to delay or avoid 
the construction of high capacity power lines that they say will
negatively affect their homes and farms. 

“ATC is correct that the issues raised by the landowners were 
heard and rejected by the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC), and by Judge [Natasha] Torry on judicial review,” Judge

public convenience and necessity [CPCN].”
The matter she ruled on had to do with whether ATC needed

to provide a relocation plan to compensate landowners if their
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properties were to become ‘un-
economic remnants’ due to val-
ue loss following development. 

“This court was concerned 
that ATC was not doing a cost 

successful in their request to 

The judge said that a previ-
ous Wisconsin Supreme Court 
case in favor of ATC was “di-

there had argued that the com-

acquire their entire properties 

“While the landowners had a 
reasonable argument regard-

not agree with the request for 

Sutkiewicz said. 

judge said that “landowners in 
this case appear to have legiti-

nomic remnant claim. However 

ect and concluded that it is in 

has [also] concluded that there 
is no legal basis for rejecting the 

have legitimate concerns about 

easements required for the proj-
ect do not require the landown-

Sixteen families had refused 
to sign easement agreements 

compelled to provide fair com-
pensation. Those resistors will 
now go before condemnation 
commissions made up of select 

mine what fair compensation 

are scheduled to begin in the 

Kris Hughes Memorial Town 
Hall. 

considered alternate routes 

fact that the project would not 
have undo adverse impacts on 
environmental values including 
ecological balance and public 

claimants. The loss was emo-
tional as well as practical for 
members of the Neighbors for 

those present opposing the proj-

said. 

Judge: ‘no legal basis’ to reject public
interest argument about power lines route
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JEFF RICHGELS
jrichgels@madison.com

A semi crashed into a large 
power pole while entering north-
bound Interstate 39/90 south of 
Madison early Friday morning, 
blocking two northbound lanes 
and causing backups that were 
expected to continue into the 
weekend, authorities reported.

The crash happened about 
2:35 a.m. on the I-39/90 north-
bound entrance ramp from 
Highway N (exit 147) in the town 
of Pleasant Springs, Lt. Jason 
Kudrna of the Cottage Grove Vol-
unteer Fire Department said in a 
statement.

Emergency responders found 

that a semi hauling food prod-
ucts lost control and struck a 350 
kV transmission line power pole, 
causing it to fall over and land on 
the semi cab, trapping the driver 
inside.

Due to the position of the 

downed high-capacity transmis-
sion lines, crews first contacted 
American Transmission Company 
to ensure that power was shut off 
to the lines to eliminate any chance 
of first responders or the driver 
getting shocked.

Crews then extricated the 
driver from the cab, and he 
was taken by ambulance to a 
local hospital. The Wisconsin 
State Patrol said the driver’s 
injuries were not considered 
life-threatening.

With the two right lanes of 
northbound I-39/90 closed in 
the area, traffic was backed up for 
3 miles, the state Department of 
Transportation reported Friday 
afternoon. The on-ramp from 
Highway N to the northbound 
interstate was also closed.

The closures are expected to 
last into the weekend, and alter-
nate routes should be considered, 
the State Patrol said.

The recommended alternate 
route for northbound traffic is to 
take the Highway 51/73 exit 160 
(near Edgerton) to Highway 73 
north to Highway 12/18 west back 
to I-39/90 north at Madison.

Southbound I-39/90 traffic 
was not affected.

Semi crash closes northbound lanes

COTTAGE GROVE FIRE DEPARTMENT

A semi crashed into a 350 kV transmission line power pole while entering 
Interstate 39/90 south of Madison early Friday morning, causing it to fall 
over and land on the semi cab, trapping the driver inside.

Power line hit near 
Highway N on-ramp; 
backups expected  
to last into weekend

INTERSTATE 39/30 | ALTERNATE ROUTES ADVISED
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Data center 
power line 
foes gird for 
PSC battle

 Towns, city, groups, 

proposed route to data 
center, ask PSC to require 
existing corridor be used 
By KRISTYN HALBIG ZIEHM
Ozaukee Press staff

 -

Transmission Co. over the routes it has rec-
ommended using to bring electricity to the 
Vantage Data Centers’ Lighthouse Campus 
in Port Washington.

Lands — the former Ozaukee Washington 

-
dents — are among those opposing ATC’s 
recommendation that the electrical lines be 
routed through either the Town of Fredonia 
or Town of Saukville.

placed along the route of existing power 
lines.

Ted Neitzke and even Vantage.

told the Port Common Council Tuesday. 
“Our hope is the commission selects this 
alternate route after seeing all the parties 

which plans to apply to formally intervene 

testimony before the PSC as it considers 
which route the power lines will follow.
 The groups are gearing up now because 
ATC’s application for the power lines was 

-
plete by the Public Service Commission on 

period.
 ATC initially submitted an applica-

resubmission.

“
”

          This is protected land forever, 
and that means forever — not 

until someone wants to put up 
180-foot-tall transmission 

lines across it.
Tom Stolp

Restoring Lands executive director

See Power lines on page 4B
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are running against each other to replace 
Richart.
 Another will require a primary as Mike 
Basso and James Krane are running against 
24th District incumbent Jeffrey Hansher in 
Mequon.
 In Wolf’s 11th District, Dionne Holloway 
and Kevin Kennedy want to fill that seat. 
Wolf, the County Board’s vice chairman, 
has endorsed Kennedy.
 Incumbent Connie Kincaide is opposed 
by Amy Elleson-Baster in the 16th District 
in Cedarburg, Tom Stark is running against 
incumbent Justin Strom in the 21st District 
in Mequon and Jennifer Mackinnon and 
Dan Eastman are running against one an-

other to replace Ross
 In other races, Marcia Nosko is running 
to replace Jobs, former Saukville Village 
trustee Scott Fischer is seeking to replace 
Clark and Todd Ambs is running to replace 
Taylor and Monis Khan is running to re-
place Ariba Khan.
 The longest tenured of the outgoing 
group of supervisors is Richart, who was 
first elected to the County Board in April 
2000. 
 In 2022, Richart filed a notice of non-
candidacy, but when no one filed to replace 
him, he ran as a write-in candidate and won 
99-to-74 against another write-in candidate.
 In hopes of generating more interest 
this time around, Richart resigned from 

the board on Dec. 3 to give County Board 
Chairman Lee Schlenvogt and the rest of 
the board the chance to appoint someone to 
fill his seat. 
 As of Tuesday, Jan. 6, Schlenvogt had 
not announced a replacement. 
 County Administrator Jason Dzwinel 
said the matter isn’t likely to come up until 
February, if at all.
 He was scheduled to present a commen-
dation to Richart at Wednesday’s County 
Board meeting.
 With Richart leaving, that leaves Port 
Washington Supr. Rick Nelson as the lon-
gest-serving member of the County Board. 
Nelson and Richart were sworn in on the 
same day in 2000.

 The company has recommended two 
routes for the lines — the so-called pre-
ferred route, which would traverse the Town 
of Saukville, and the preferred alternative 
route, which would go through the Town of 
Fredonia.
 It doesn’t recommend the so-called al-
ternate route, which would largely follow 
existing power lines.
 Restoring Lands Executive Director Tom 

to ensure the lands it has restored and is pro-
tecting remain in their natural state. 
 “The route ATC is advancing would go 
through less residential areas but more natu-
ral areas,” he said. “We’re looking as a com-
munity at the PSC to be thoughtful and not 
rush this decision.”

the case, Stolp said, and is working with an 
attorney as it continues its mission to protect 
these precious resources.
 “This makes us party to the case,” he 
said. “It’s a very costly, robust process. 
But this is protected land forever, and that 
means forever — not until someone wants 
to put up 180-foot-tall transmission lines 
across it.”
 He noted that each of the transmission 
towers is taller than the Statue of Liberty 
“from toe to torch,” adding that a line 
of these towers goes against everything 
Restoring Lands stands for.
 Stolp said the cost difference between the 
recommended routes and the existing one is 
about $200 million. 
 Restoring  Lands is funding its efforts 
through its maintenance reserves, Stolp 
said, adding the organization believes the 

 That money, he said, will go to such 
things as attorney fees and expert testimony. 
 “We’d much prefer to be spending the 
money on building trails, restoring habitat 
for wildlife and on new acquisitions,” Stolp 
said. “But we can’t be talking about new ac-
quisitions if we can’t maintain the integrity 

of the lands we have.”
 Town of Saukville Chairman Kevin 

-
nor status in the coming week, noting ATC’s 
recommended routes are contrary to the 
town’s long-term plans.
 “I understand the power lines have to go 
somewhere,” he said, but the preferred route 
would go along areas where the dairy farms 
the town is encouraging are located. 
 In fact, he said, the town’s long-term 
plan calls for Concentrated Animal Feeding 
Operations or CAFOs, to be part of the 
community.
 “We have a comprehensive plan. ATC is 
throwing that to the wind,” Kimmes said. “It 
has been well-documented these large pow-
er lines can have extreme effects on dairy 
farms.
 “If they were to pick an alignment that 
doesn’t affect our CAFOs, I would be more 
quiet about it. But this is a clear-cut thing in 
my mind.”
 Patti Plough of the Responsible 
Energy Alliance concurred, noting she 
and her husband own property near the 

existing route and wouldn’t object to that 
pathway being used.
 “They have a pre-existing corridor 
they could use. There’s no reason to go 
through and destroy people’s property, 
mesic forests, the Kinnamon swamp,” 
she said. “There are so many people who 
own their property here, who retired to 
this beautiful paradise, and now some-
one’s going to plow through it with 200-
foot power lines.

on every level. It’s not right. Why would 
you even think this is OK?” 
 There are so many reasons to oppose 
ATC’s proposed routes, she said — the dis-
ruption of natural areas, habitat, historical 
communities and Native American sites and 
the impact on people’s lives, as well as the 
fact it will lower property values. 
 “For some people, this is just devastating 
what it would do to them,” Plough said.

lives.”
 Right now, she said, the Responsible 
Energy Alliance is researching environmen-

tal impacts on both the preferred and pre-
ferred contingent routes, since its attorney 
believes the PSC will look for input on that 
issue when it takes public comments. It is 
also working to line up legislators and the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator, 
or MISO, the electric grid operator for the 
central United States to weigh in.
 In addition, it’s encouraging municipali-
ties along the routes to seek intervenor sta-
tus, she said.
 And, Plough said, the group is also work-
ing to raise the needed funds to pay for its 

 “We’re all chipping in to pay for this,” 
she said. “Hopefully we’ll have the victory 
soon.”
 The fact Vantage is weighing in on the 
side of so many groups is heartening, Plough 
said.

 But Stolp warned that even with the com-
pany’s help, things may not go the way they 
want.
 “It is up to ATC and the PSC,” he said. 
“It’s still a live grenade.”

Power lines: Fight promises to be expensive
FROM PAGE 1B

County Board: Several races on ballot
FROM PAGE 2B
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MITCHELL SCHMIDT
mschmidt@madison.com

A controversial bill aimed at 
regulating who can build massive 
power lines in Wisconsin appears 
destined to die in committee this 
legislative session — much like 
the fate of previous versions of 
the heavily-lobbied measure in 
recent years.

The so-called “right of fi rst 
refusal” proposal — an obscure 
but far-reaching measure that 
seeks to block out-of-state com-
panies from building long-dis-
tance power line projects in 
Wisconsin — was by far the 
most-lobbied bill during the 
2023-24 legislative session.

Power line 
competition 
bill is stalled

LEGISLATURE

Please see BILL, Page A2
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But despite repeated 
attempts to pass the legis-
lation, amend it and com-
pletely redraft it, the eff ort 
has sat in a legislative com-
mittee since February.

Republican leaders say 
that’s likely where the bill 
will remain until lawmak-
ers wrap up the legislative 
season later this spring.

“I don’t think there’s a 
path to getting that done 
this session,” Senate Major-
ity Leader Devin LeMahieu, 
one of the bill’s co-authors, 
told the Wisconsin State 
Journal.

The bill’s likely failure is 
not for a lack of eff ort, as 
lawmakers have introduced 
versions of the proposal 
in the last three legislative 
sessions. Last session, the 
bill topped the list in total 
lobbying hours dedicated 
to a single proposal.

In an eff ort to get the 
measure across the fi nish 
line, Assembly Republicans 
in April introduced a new 
proposal that ditched the 
acronym associated with 
the old bill (ROFR, for right 
of fi rst refusal) and replaced 
it with WERA, which stands 
for Wisconsin Energy 
Reform Act.

“The whole idea is to say 
that we want to have Wis-
consin transmission com-
panies get the fi rst oppor-
tunity to build, because it’s 
cheaper and more effi  cient,” 
Assembly Speaker Robin 
Vos, R-Rochester, said.

But the measure ulti-
mately “didn’t seem to 
get enough traction,” Vos 
conceded.

The retooled proposal 
added measures aimed at 
protecting farmland and 
promoting nuclear energy. 
But it still would give utili-
ties that own transmission 
lines in Wisconsin the exclu-
sive right to build any trans-
mission project approved by 
the Midwest grid operator, 
known as MISO. Proponents 
said the bill would ensure 
that in-state companies win 
those massive projects and 
pass the savings on to Wis-
consin ratepayers on their 
utility bills.

Opponents were unfazed, 
with Rep. Lindee Brill, 
R-Sheboygan Falls, writing 
in a social media post at the 
time, “WERA still not buy-
ing it.”

Both GOP leaders 
attributed the bill’s failure 
to a massive pressure cam-
paign from groups opposed 
to the change.

“I think the opponents of 
the bill did a good job try-
ing to make the bill more 
confusing than it actually 
is,” LeMahieu, R-Oostburg, 
said. “I think it’s a very 
simple issue frankly, and I 
think it’s something that we 
should get done. But unfor-
tunately the opponents did a 
very eff ective job.”

The primary argument 
against the proposal was 
that competition helps 
ensure the best, lowest bid is 
accepted, and a right of fi rst 
refusal law would do noth-
ing to address the possibility 
of cost overruns.

Those opposed include 
Americans for Prosperity, 
Wisconsin Institute for Law 
& Liberty, Citizens Utility 
Board, Wisconsin Industrial 
Energy Group and Clean 
Wisconsin.

Groups backing the bill 
include American Trans-
mission Company — which 
is owned by a group of dis-
tribution utilities including 
Alliant and Madison Gas 
and Electric and owns most 
of Wisconsin’s transmission 
network — and Xcel Energy 
and Dairyland Power Coop-
erative, which operate most 
of the transmission lines in 
the western part of the state.

Nearly 5,800 lobbying 
hours were dedicated to 
two right-of-fi rst-refusal 
bills before the Legislature 
last session, the most of any 
measure, according to data 
provided by the Wisconsin 
Ethics Commission.

Jerry Ponio, legislative 
director with Americans For 
Prosperity-Wisconsin, said 
in a statement the bill was “ 
one of the most aggressively 
lobbied bills in Madison 
because monopoly utilities 
knew they couldn’t compete 
in a fair market.”

“Instead of lowering 
costs, they tried to use 

government to block com-
petition and force families to 
pay more,” he said.

Proposed legislation 
overtaken by events

With an estimated $1.8 
billion worth of transmis-
sion projects coming to 
the region, lawmakers like 
LeMahieu said last spring 
that time was of the essence.

MISO received multiple 
bids on the two Wiscon-
sin-based projects late last 
year, with American Trans-
mission Company submit-
ting proposals for each proj-
ect. If a right of fi rst refusal 
law would have been in 
place, the massive projects 
would have been assigned 
to transmission companies 
already operating in Wis-
consin, like ATC.

On Tuesday, the agency 
announced that Transource, 
a partnership organization 
between Ohio-based Ameri-
can Electric Power and Kan-
sas City-based Evergy, and 
Viridon Midcontinent LLC, 
owned by New York-based 
Blackstone Energy Tran-
sition Partners, had been 
awarded the two projects.

Jeremiah Doner, MISO 
director of cost allocation 
and competitive transmis-
sion, said in a statement 
that Viridon stood out for 
its “strong cost contain-
ment measures, lowest pro-
jected revenue requirement, 
and executed agreements 
ensuring timely project 
delivery,” while Transource 
“demonstrated unmatched 
765 kV capabilities, a robust 
design that reduces right-
of-way impacts, and a clear 
plan for construction and 
operations.”

Ellen Nowak, former PSC 
commissioner and current 
vice president of regulatory 
and government aff airs for 
ATC, said, she has concerns, 
specifi cally with regard to 
Viridon’s proposal, over the 
company’s ability to build 
the project at the estimated 

price detailed in their 
proposal.

Meanwhile, Todd Stu-
art, executive director of 
the Wisconsin Industrial 
Energy Group, said MISO’s 
decision proves “competi-
tion works.”

“It makes you sharpen 
your pencils,” he said. “The 
selection report speaks for 
itself. The winning bids had 
superior cost containment 
measures to ensure the 
lowest cost to ratepayers. 
The winning bids also had 
the lowest return on equity.”

Ponio said the bids MISO 
received “prove ROFR was 
never about reliability — 
it was about protecting 
monopoly profi ts.”

Stuart said the bill’s fail-
ure is good news for ratepay-
ers in Wisconsin. The state’s 
electricity rates are among 
the highest in the Midwest, 
and many ratepayers just 
saw their bills increase, he 
said.

“If you care about aff ord-
ability, then we should 
be pushing for additional 
tools to address ‘stranded 
assets’ or removing barri-
ers to ‘behind the meter’ 
on-site generation,” Stuart 
said. “The very last thing 
we should be talking about 
is getting rid of compet-
itive bidding with trans-
mission right of fi rst refusal 
legislation.”

The federal government 
does not directly control the 
grid but sets ground rules 
for entities such as MISO, 
a nonprofi t established in 
2001 to operate electric-
ity markets and oversee 
regional planning in 15 states 
and one Canadian province.

If the measure ever 
became law, it would not 
change the state Public Ser-
vice Commission’s role in 
permitting individual proj-
ects, such as the controver-
sial Cardinal-Hickory Creek 
line between Dubuque, 
Iowa, and Middleton. But it 
would prohibit MISO from 
awarding contracts to out-
side developers.

Despite MISO’s latest 
announcement, Nowak said 
there will be more largescale 
projects down the road — 
meaning the right of fi rst 
refusal debate in Wisconsin 
is far from over.

“It is the right policy for 
the state of Wisconsin,” 
Nowak said. “It’s the right 
policy for ratepayers and 
for landowners, so we will 
always advocate for ROFR.”

Bill
From A1

Transmission 
towers that 
are part of the 
Cardinal-Hickory 
Creek project 
are shown along 
the southern 
shoulder of 
Stagecoach Road 
in the village of 
Cross Plains.
JOHN HART, 
STATE JOURNAL
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Data center transmission line
alternatives submitted 

in application to the PSC

By Lisa Curtis
lcurtis@conleynet.com

262-305-8934

PORT WASHINGTON —
Hearings will begin this
month on a utility compa-
ny’s request to build and
operate the transmission
lines needed to power the
massive data plant coming
to Port Washington. 

The American Transmis-
sion Co. has completed its
Ozaukee County Distribu-
tion Interconnection Pro-
ject application to the Wis-
consin Public Service Com-
mission, seeking approval
to build between 96 to 123
miles of transmission
lines and up to five new
substations to support the
interconnection of a new
“large system load in Port
Washington,” according to
the PSC. The Vantage Data
Center will be occupied by
OpenAI and Oracle and be
called Lighthouse.

The size of this proposed
load addition is substantial
and would be one of the
largest in Wisconsin,
according to the applica-
tion. It would overwhelm
the existing transmission
facilities in the Port Wash-
ington area and will
require additional kilovolt
(kV) of transmission
sources to reliably serve
this load.

Clean Wisconsin has said
that the 3.9 gigawatts (GW)
of electric power needed to
power the Port Washington
and Mount Pleasant data
centers is enough to power
4.3 million Wisconsin
homes, well over the cur-
rent 2.8 million housing
units in the entire state.

If approved, and depen-
dent on the route chosen,
work on the transmission
lines would take place in
Ozaukee, Sheboygan,
Washington, Calumet,
Manitowoc and Fond du
Lac counties. The infras-
tructure would be con-
structed, owned and oper-
ated by ATC.

The PSC has up to
December to decide
whether to approve, modi-
fy or deny the project. 

We Energies' parent com-
pany, WEC Energy Group,
owns more than half of
ATC. We Energies said in
its application that its dis-
tribution system is not
capable of supporting the
new load addition. ATC
therefore studied two

transmission alternatives
that will add significant
load serving capacity to
the customer’s facilities. 

Two routes proposed
Two routes — a preferred

and an alternative — have
been shared and have
prompted a near consensus
among many government
leaders against ATC’s pre-
ferred route. As of last
week, the Ozaukee County
Board was among them. 

The board approved a
resolution that supports

ATC’s alternate transmis-
sion route, which the board
says uses existing trans-
mission corridors and
rights-of-way.

“This approach mini-
mizes impacts to farmland,
environmentally sensitive
areas, rural landscapes
and local landowners, and
aligns with the county’s
Comprehensive Plan and
Farmland Preservation
Plan,” according to the
agenda memo by Ozaukee
County Administrator
Jason Dzwinel.

The resolution urges the
Wisconsin PSC to give

strong consideration to the
alternate route and formal-
ly opposes ATC’s preferred
and preferred contingent
routes. It also authorizes
county staff and legal
counsel to comment and

Ozaukee County Board added to list 
of those favoring alternate route

Source: American Transmission Co.

See PSC, PAGE 6A

Full report 
available
A link to the Ozaukee County
Distribution Interconnection
Project application can be
found at
https://bit.ly/3LE5HV9.
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PSC
From Page 1A

intervene in the PSC pro-
ceeding and directs distri-
bution of the resolution to
relevant state agencies and
stakeholders.

The Washington County
Board approved a similar
advisory resolution last
month in support of the
alternate route. 

Two geographic scopes
The project is divided into

two geographic parts: the
north scope and south
scope.

■ North scope: Both the
proposed and the alterna-
tive routes include one new
345kV transmission line
that originates at the Forest
Junction substation in
Calumet County and travels
south to the proposed She-
boygan River Substation in
Fond du Lac County,
according to the applica-
tion. 

The preferred route is 38.8
miles long and moves south-
west, traveling west of
Chilton and Mount Calvary
to the substation in the
small town of Osceola, near
Campbellsport. The alter-
native route is 52.7 miles
long and moves straight
south of the originating
substation until around
Kiel, where it veers south-
east of Elkhart Lake and
Glenbeulah, where it trav-
els straight west to the sub-
station. 

■ South scope: Both the
proposed and alternative
routes would include a
345kV transmission line
that would connect the pro-
posed Mullet River Junc-
tion Substation, run south
connecting to several inter-
mediary substations, before
terminating at the proposed

Cedar Creek Junction in the
town of Jackson. Both
routes would include a com-
mon route that consists of
two new 345kV transmis-
sion lines running parallel
east to west to connect to
the proposed intermediary
Decker Substation in Port
Washington. The alterna-
tive route also would
include building two new
138kV transmission cir-
cuits to connect to the pro-
posed intermediary Adell
Substation in Sherman
Center and the existing Hol-
land Substation, according
to the application.

The preferred route is
51.5 miles long, while the
alternate is 48.8 miles long.  

In Ozaukee County, the
preferred route would
impact the towns of Port
Washington and Saukville,
while the alternative route
would impact the towns of
Cedarburg, Fredonia, Port
Washington and Saukville
as well as the villages of Fre-
donia and Saukville, accord-

ing to the application.
In Washington County,

the preferred route would
impact the towns of Farm-
ington, Jackson and Tren-
ton. The alternative route
would impact the town of
Jackson. 

Why many prefer the
alternative route 

Many favor the alterna-
tive route because it uses
substantially more existing
electric transmission corri-
dors and associated rights-
of-way.

According to the Ozaukee
County Board’s advisory
resolution, the use of exist-
ing transmission corridors
reduces impacts to produc-
tive farmland, environmen-
tally sensitive resources
and established rural land-
scapes, while also limiting
disruption to landowners
and local communities.

The alternative plan is
also more consistent with
the county’s adopted long-
range plans. 

The board also, however,
said it supports the data cen-
ter as a significant economic
development opportunity
that can provide job cre-
ation, capital investment,
technological advancement
and long-term economic
competitiveness in the
region and the state.

ATC said in its application
that the preferred routing
option was determined to be
less impactful to residences
within right of ways, was

located in proximity to fewer
residences overall, had a
lower potential impact to
wetlands, avoided proximity
to historic structures,
required fewer road cross-
ings, fewer turn angles, was
the shortest overall route,
and minimizes impacts to
herbaceous wetlands and
perennial streams.

The proposed project cost
for construction and plac-
ing into service is estimat-
ed to be between approxi-

mately $1.36 billion and
$1.64 billion, depending on
route selection.

A utility must receive
PSC approval before con-
structing or acquiring an
energy generation or trans-
mission facility to power
their customersThe PSC
will begin with environ-
mental hearings, but there
will be additional opportu-
nities for the public to pub-
lic comment during the
review process.

Image courtesy of the city of Port Washington

The Port Washington data center will be located west of Interstate 43, east of the Ozaukee Interurban Trail, north of Highland Lane and south of Dixie Road.
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Unde
industrial batteries
BY AILIS MCCARDLE
REPORTER

Buchanan County residents gathered at Heart-
land Acres Events Centeron awindy, chilly Tuesday
evening to learn more about industrial batteries af-
ter controversy around tentative plans for an indus-
trial battery energystorage system (BESS)to come to
Buchanan County took off online.

Hosted by the Iowa State University Extension
and Outreach office, the informational session fea-
tured energy scientists and engineers from Iowa
State, policy analysts from the Center for Rural

See BATTERIES, pageA13
AILISMCCARDLEPHOTO

Tod Bowmanof the Center forRuralAffairs
goes over different kindsof ordinances re-
garding battery storage systems at an infor-
mational sessionhostedby the lowaState
UniversityExtensionand Outreach office at
Heartland Acres in Independence on Tuesday,
Jan. 27.
BATTERIES fromAl
Affairs and the Iowa Environmen-
tal Council, and a land use and
energy planner from Minnesota
based non-profit The Great Plains
Institute.

According to Buchanan County
outreach director Kara Vance, the
Buchanan County office merely
helped get ISU’s Extension office
connented with Heartland Acreo
to host, and gave all credit to themfor organizing the event.

The meeting, led by commu-
nity development specialist Luke

Seaberg of the Iowa State Universi-
ty Community and Economic De-
velopment team, operated out of
the ExtensionOffice,was original-
ly designed for planning and zon-
ing officials and elected represen-
tatives at the county level across
the state. Seaberg said high public
interest led to this particular info
session being held for the public’s
benefit.

Seaberg clarified during the
presentation the informational
session had no ties to the pro-
posed BESS project, which would
be developed by the Massachu-
setts-based New Leaf Energy Inc
should it move forward, and
speakers there could not answer
specifio questions about the pro-
posed project.

Buchanan County currently
has a moratorium on applications
for an industrial battery project.
Passed unanimously by the Bu-
chanan County Board of Supervi-
sors on Dec. 22, the moratorium
is intended to allow planning and
zoning officials to research and
develop a robust ordinance regard-
ing projects of this kind.

The moratorium will be in ef-
fect until the end of 2026 or until
Planning and Zoning Commission
produces an ordinance everyoneis satisfiedwith, whichever comes
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first.
The push for industrial batter-

ies
Dr. AnneKimber,the director at

the ElectricResearchPowerCenter
at IowaState University,explained
a little about why industrial bat-
tery storage has come into play
and how complex Iowa’s energy
grid is.

“Iowa is especially complicat-
ed, I think,” she said. “There are
several utility types in Iowa. And
depending on which utility serves
you, your rates will be different,
your control over that utility’s de-
cisions are going to be different.”

According to Kimber, Iowa’s
electricity comes from a hodge-
podge of providers, from munic-
ipal public utilities like Indepen-
dence Light and Power, to rural

electricity CO-ops like the East
Central Iowa Rural Electric Co-

operative, to private energy com-
panies like MidAmerican or Alli-
ant Energy. To further complicate
matters, municipal utilities and
local co-ops can be beholden to
larger power supply agencies or
larger joint action agencies they’re
a part of.

“Depending on how these kind
of Russian dolls nest within each
other, municipal or the rural elec-
tric cooperative may or may not
have a lot of control over what it
builds or develops locally,” Kimber
said. “It might be totally governed
by a much higher upstream enti-
ty.”

Kimber then illustrated via a se-
ries of maps showing overlapping
coverage areas across the entire
state of Iowa, with a huge variance
ofmunicipal public utilities, rural

cO-ops, and private sector gener-
ators, providers, and distributors
creating a complex patchwork
over the state.

“so Iowa is a field of seams,”
Kimber said. “But we also have
two different grid operators ... And
they operate different markets for
energy prices. The real time price
of energy in Iowa changes every
five minutes. That’s the actual re-
ality of it.”

It’s Iowa’s variable energy pric-
es and decentralized provider sys-
tem that makes it fertile ground
for those in the battery storage sys-
tem business.

“We’ve got pricing ranging
from $300a megawatt hour,which
is a lot, down to -$10 a megawatt
hour. So if you’re thinking about
batteries, batteries can help soft-
en some of these impacts,” Kim-
ber explained. “Batteries can store
energy when prices are very low,
and then release that energy when
those prices are very high. The
more we see problems like this,
the more incentives there may be
to developbatteries to evenout the
operation of the power system.”

Industrial battery safety
Nicholas David, an engineer

and researcher with Iowa State
University ElectricPowerResearch
Center, said he’s been focused on
community resilience since the
derecho of 2020. “My particular ex-
pertise is building circuit boards,
software,controlling motor drives,
and working with solar,wind, bat-
teries, and other things that inter-
act with the grid,” David said.

He and his colleagues work
with the Department of Home-
land Security and the Department
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of Emergency Management to
help make plans to provide safe
power during emergency situa-
tions. “Those two groups are really
poised to provide those emergen-
cy servicesto both use and provide
power during emergency situa-
tions. So there’s particular interest
in the potential for a battery as a
source of fuel in those conditions,”
David said.

A big part of his job is under-
standing the role batteries can
play in an power emergency, and
balancing that with their regu-
lations and safety. “And then we
often wonder, what kind of risks
are associated with these (batter-
ies)? And what kindofmitigations
can we put in place, and what type
of things to do we need to be pre-
pared for?” David said.

He said that the largest risk
with battery storage is fire, and
then potential soil and groundwa-
ter contamination if water is used
to distinguish a fire.

Upasana Roy,a land use and en-
ergy planner with the Great Plains
Institute, explained a little about
thermal runaway in a battery fire.
“Thermal runaway is a condition
that leads to localized fire within
the battery unit .. When there’s
localized fire, a thermal runawaysituation can happen. Planning
for all of these energy storage sys-
tems requires structured risk man-
agement and emergency response
planning.. But combustion of
such storage systems is a very, very
rare case.”

She said often battery storage
systems have to comply with lo-
cal ordinances as well as national
code standards to ensure proper

mitigation is done to prevent is-
sues with putting potential fires
out. This includes setback limits
from combustible vegetation, run-
ning water, roads, and buildings
or dwellings. Ordinances can also
require containment systems be
set up, to prevent water used from
putting out potential fires from
seeping into the ground. “Runoff
concerns and containment, expo-
sure, and control are usually pri-
oritized over direct water based
extinguishment,” Roy said.

Roy said local governmentalbodies can help reduce risk if a
battery plant is a good choice for
a community needing more stable
energy access and prices or plan-
ning for emergency power outag-
es.

“Local jurisdictions can en-
hance safety by requiring compli-
ance ... requiring detailed safety
plans and reports during the proj-
ect approval stage, and involving
local emergency response officials
in fire and emergency response
planning,” Roy said.
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Kaukauna looking for ways to regulate 
potential data centers in the city 
By Taylor Ziebell 

Published: Jan. 15, 2026 at 6:17 PM CST 

KAUKAUNA, Wis. (WBAY) - AI data centers possibly coming to Wisconsin have been a hot 
topic that many smaller communities are not a fan of. 

On Thursday, Kaukauna Mayor Tony Penterman told Action 2 News that the city’s plan 
commission is updating an ordinance to allow data centers but with “special exceptions”. 

“This will strengthen our grip on a potential data center locating in the city of Kaukauna,” 
says Mayor Penterman. 

Mayor Penterman says the city is looking to add another layer to the data center review 
process. 

Even though the city has not been approached as a potential site for a data center, he feels 
this is the right move. 

“We’ll amend the ordinance to have data centers in our zoning code by special exception. 
And that special exception would require a public hearing where the public can come in 
then and voice their concerns for or against a possible location of a data center,” says 
Mayor Penterman. 

This language will also allow the city to vet the potential data center coming in and impose 
restrictions on it, including their water and electric usage requiring approval by Kaukauna 
Utilities. 

But looking at the other side of data centers, the executive director of the Wisconsin Data 
Center Coalition, Tricia Braun, says our state is a great fit for these data centers. 

https://www.wbay.com/authors/taylor-ziebell/


“Actually, I think that Wisconsin is poised to lead a lot of things. But as this is the 
infrastructure of the future, and if you look back historically at Wisconsin’s industries, they 
tend to be leaders in almost everything they do. Everything we make, everything we 
manufacture,” says Braun. 

Braun says they bring opportunity to our communities. 

“With OpenAI located here, you also have the brains and the infrastructure for the brains to 
really create and do things better. Whether it’s making things better or it’s creating 
solutions to global problems, that can be centered here in Wisconsin. I think that’s an 
incredibly exciting opportunity for this state,” says Braun. 

Mayor Penterman says most residents he’s spoken with are not for data centers, but Braun 
claims the centers are being misrepresented. 

“We’ve now kind of had to help people understand that these are not like big, evil devils in 
your communities. They’re really good for our communities,” says Braun. 

The Kaukauna Common Council will meet to amend the ordinance on Tuesday night at 7 
p.m. 

 



 

 

New Kaukauna law could allow data centers, but projects would 
require city approval 

by David Go,FOX11News 

Tue, January 20, 2026 at 9:28 PM 

KAUKAUNA (WLUK) -- The city of Kaukauna amended its laws on data centers Tuesday, 
though no active projects are being pursued right now. 

The Kaukauna Common Council approved an amendment to city ordinance to allow for 
data centers in the city's industrial zoning areas, but with some restrictions. 

Essentially, a data center needs special approval now, whereas without this amendment, 
any developer could buy existing industrial property and convert it to a data center without 
the city's prior approval. 

Ordinance allows data centers with additional checks 

• Any new data center would require common council approval 

• Data centers allowed in industrial zoned areas (if approved) 

• No off-site parking allowed for day-to-day operation 

• Yearly inspection to ensure compliance 

• Electrical usage, water usage must not exceed a certain amount without prior 
recommendation from Kaukauna Utilities and approval from the Common Council 

• Additions, new buildings and changes in use must be approved by Common Council 

• The Alliance for the Great Lakes reported last summer that there 

were 43 data centers in Wisconsin, including multiple in Northeast 

Wisconsin. Residents of the village of Greenleaf successfully 

pressured a business into abandoning its plan for a data center 

earlier this month. 

https://fox11online.com/on-fox-11/people/david-go
https://greatlakes.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/AGL_WaterUse_Report_Aug2025_Final.pdf
https://fox11online.com/news/local/company-discontinues-possible-ai-data-center-project-in-greenleaf-after-community-backlash


• In Racine, Microsoft's data center expansion has been met with 

significant backlash. 

 

https://fox11online.com/news/business/microsoft-artificial-intelligence-data-center-expansion-4-billion-dollars-construction-cost-mount-pleasant-racine-county


Tree Trimming
for Safe andReliable Power

To keepourneighborhoodsandcommunity safe,Maquoketa
MunicipalElectricUtility crews will be trimmingtrees and clearing
othervegetation from electric facilitiesincludingoverheadlines
and undergroundequipment.This is critical to the reliability of the

electric system andsafety ofourcustomersand employees.

TREE TRIMMINGWILL TAKE PLACEFROM
JANUARYTHROUGHAPRIL.

• Utility crewswill start in Zone2 and3
• AdditionalZoneswill be trimmed if time permits
• Visitmmeu.orgfor Zone maps and updates
• Crewswillreturn to pickup any branches leftat the curb

If you havea tree that is near power lines andwould like it
removed,giveus a callfor inspection.

CALLUS AT 563-652-6891
DURINGBUSINESS HOURS WITHANY QUESTIONS.

mmeu.org • (563) 652-6891
AtMaquoketa MunicipalElectricUtility, we join forces withotherlocal,

not-for-profit utilities throughWPPI Energy to share resourcesand lowercosts.
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Electric utilities reconnection policy OK’d

Acting on a safety con-
cern, the New Glarus Vil-
lage Board approved a new 
New Glarus Utilities Elec-
trical Service Reconnection 
Policy as part of its Wednes-
day, Jan. 21 agenda.

The new policy, which is 
expected to be effective on 
April 15, only allows for re-
connection of disconnected 
electrical services due to 
nonpayment during normal 
business hours once pay-
ment is received. 

Village Administrator 
Kelsey Jenson wrote in a 
report to the board that cur-
rently, if electric customers 
are disconnected due to non-
payment, New Glarus Utili-
ties reconnects customers at 
any time once their bill has 
been paid. 

“Many times, this in-

volves employees coming 
in after hours to reconnect 
the customer, which results 
in overtime wages and addi-
tional costs,” Jenson wrote. 

The new policy limits re-
connections to normal busi-
ness hours only — a prac-
tice that is commonly used 
among area municipalities 
with municipally-owned 
electrical utilites — includ-
ing Brodhead and Wauna-
kee.

According to the new 
policy: A customer in the 
process of being discon-
nected for nonpayment is 
given multiple opportuni-
ties for making payments 
of their utility bills. In addi-
tion, customers are provided 
information about the utility 

“This is a costly process 
and is unfair to the remain-
ing utility customers,” Jen-

son wrote in her report. 
In situations where a cus-

tomer is disconnected for 
nonpayment, the following 
policy will be followed:

• 
are not allowed to accept 
payments. 

• The utility will not re-
connect a customer who is 
disconnected for nonpay-
ment until payment is re-

on the following business 
day. 

• The utility will follow 
all applicable rules promul-
gated by the Public Service 
Commission of Wisconsin, 
including offering deferred 
payment arrangements 
where applicable. 

• The utility will immedi-
ately reconnect any custom-
er where a licensed physi-

that a life-threatening medi-
cal condition exists. 

-
ager and electric foreman 
shall have the ability to 
make exceptions to the poli-
cy for qualifying reasons as 
deemed necessary. 

The policy update will 
be communicated to utility 
customers on the Village of 
New Glarus website, Face-
book page, and will be in-
cluded in the next round of 
mailed utility bills. 

goes into effect after April 
15, 2026, once the state 
moratorium on utility dis-
connections is over.

Tree pruning/removal
bid authorized
Acting on a staff recom-

mendation, the board ap-
proved the 2026 Tree Re-
moval and Pruning Bid for 
$22,000 submitted by Whit-
ney Tree Service. The Tree 
Board reviewed the bids at 
its Jan. 7, 2026 meeting and 
recommended awarding the 
bid to Whitney contingent 
on decreasing the bid down 
to $22,000 as budgeted with 
a reduction of scope. Jenson 
said Whitney has agreed to 
the reduction of scope and 
price to $22,000.

Breault Jr. promoted 
to Water Operator
Following a closed ses-

sion, the village board ap-
proved Resolution 26-01 
promoting Richard Breault 
Jr. to a full-time Water Op-
erator position effective 
March 16 or earlier if a re-
placement Public Works 
worker is hired.

According to the resolu-
tion, Breault Jr. will be paid 
$30.00 per hour, with a $2/
hour increase once Waste-
water Treatment Plant Op-

-
plete (the village requested 

-

transfer date, but extension 
of that deadline may be ap-
proved at the discretion of 
the Public Works Director 
and Village Administrator).

and paid time off package 
will transfer with the ap-
pointment.

Kalberwurst, 

licenses approved
The board approved Tem-

porary Class “B” permits 
and “Class B” retailer’s li-
censes for the New Glarus 
Fire Department to host its 
annual Kalberwurst Dinner 
(March 21) and Sportsman’s 

The permits and licenses 
allow NGFD to host the 
events at the New Glarus 
Fire Station, 218 4th Ave., 
and serve fermented malt 
beverages until 11:59 p.m. 
at both events, although typ-
ically they end much earlier 
than that.  

Village board does 
beam signing at 
New Glarus Library
Village board members 

participated in a beam sign-
ing at the New Glarus Pub-
lic Library, which remains 
under construction, as part 
of a tour of the library.

Library Director Amy 
Trumble thanked the board 
for touring and said the 
project is continuing on time 
and under budget. 

Municipal parking 
restrictions OK’d
Acting on a staff recom-

mendation that included in-
put from Police Chief Stur-
devant, the board approved 
Ordinance 26-01 to Amend 
Section 288-20(C) of the 
Municipal Code of the Vil-
lage of New Glarus Park-
ing Regulations to allow 
village-contracted Emer-
gency Personnel, including 
Fire and EMS, to park in the 
municipal lot behind Village 
Hall 24 hours a day.

The request occurred be-
cause Belleville Area EMS 
personnel are parking in the 
lot now because they are 
working to serve the New 
Glarus EMS from the New 
Glarus Fire Station. Jenson 
said the new ordinance adds 
EMS with the clarifying 
term “village-contracted” 
emergency personnel. 

Also, as a reminder, the 
ordinance states that there 
is no parking in Downtown 
New Glarus from 2-6 a.m.  

Tree removal and pruning bid, event permits approved by village board

ADVERTISE!ADVERTISE!
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adsales12@newspubinc.com
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Retired Jan. 1 with 

nearly 100,000 hours of 

on-call time

BY SCOTT DE LARUELLE

Managing editor

State Senator Melissa Rat-
cliff and Representative Ran-
dy Udell were on hand at the 
Tuesday, Jan. 13 Stoughton 

City Council meeting to 
read a resolution honoring 
Bill Brue, who retired Jan. 1 
after 46 years of service with 
Stoughton Area EMS. 

It was a packed house at 
city hall - unusual for a reg-
ular council meeting - full of 
friends, family and co-work-
ers, who gave Brue a stand-
ing ovation following the 
reading of the resolution. 

“It is an individual honor, 
what you’ve given me, but 
it is such a group effort … 
and it’s such an honor to be 
a part of that group,” he said. 
“A lot of call hours, a lot of 
missed family events, never 
something that you can plan 
for - you can say, ‘well I’m 
on call,’ but you never know. 
I really encourage the city to 

City of Stoughton
City honors Bill Brue for 46 years of EMT service

Turn to Brue/Page 2
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support the EMS in the future, 
it’s a challenge right now, and 
the state legislature to also 
support our EMS, especial-
ly for the volunteer services, 
because if they’re a paid ser-
vice, they can survive, but the 
volunteer service is really a 
challenge.”

Brue started in August of 
1979, and since then respond-
ed to over 19,300 emergency 
calls and put in more than 
95,000 hours of on-call time. 
He also taught CPR to more 
than 3,000 community mem-
bers and inspired many youth 
in the school district to work 
in EMS, some who now serve 
with Stoughton.

“The City of Stoughton rec-
ognizes and thanks Bill Brue 
for his dedication to the com-
munity,” read the resolution 
in part. “The sacrifices can 
never be fully repaid, and we 
thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts, wishing you the 
best in your retirement.”

In a 2019 interview with 
the Hub, Brue said he became 
familiar with EMT work as 
a teenager. First, it was his 
neighbor crashing a motorcy-
cle near his farm, where Brue 

waited “probably 25 minutes” 
for a police squad car to show 
up – “the only help that did 
arrive” in the days before 
ambulances. 

Then a few years later, at 
college, a friend of his choked 
and ended up dying when the 
CPR administered came too 
late. That inspired him to 
learn CPR, which he even-
tually began teaching along 

he worked with soon suggest-
ed joining Stoughton Area 
EMS, and he began spend-
ing time responding to calls. 
Since then, he said, he’s had 
about a half-dozen opportuni-
ties to bring people back who 
are suffering cardiac arrest.

“You get some real good 
feelings when you can help 
somebody that is in such dire 
need,” he said.

Potential property 
purchase

The council approved bor-
rowing $1.3 million from the 
state trust fund in anticipation 
of purchase of land on Wil-
liams Drive. 

In November, the coun-
cil approved a $1.25 million 

offer for purchase for 27.8 
acres of the Moe family farm 
off of Williams Drive, adja-
cent to the city’s industrial 
park. The acreage was later 
reduced to 25 due to the pres-
ence of trees on the property. 

The city’s interest in the 
land, which is across from 
the Emmi Roth facility in 
the business park, came up 
during last year ’s budget 
process. The council has 
approved funding to look at 
a long-term new combined 
facility for city police, fire 
and EMS, and that location 
is a potential site, as well as 
a potential location for a new 
Stoughton Utilities site or 
part of an expanded business 
park.

City attorney Rick Manthe 

be resolved are a pending soil 
sample and a survey of the 
property. The closing date is 
on or before Feb. 3. 

The city also approved a 
farm lease of the land with 
Nathan Moe Enterprises, 
which will allow the family to 
continue farming for $5,000 
annually until the city is 
ready to develop the property. 

Brue: Started in August 1979, has responded to 19,300-plus calls
Continued from page 1

Photo submitted

Retired long-time Stoughton EMT Bill Brue and family at his retirement 
party earlier this year.
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STURGEON BAY

City Plans $1.8M in Roadway 
Improvements for 2026
by KEVIN BONESKE

kevin@ppulse.com

T
he City of Sturgeon 
Bay is planning 
capital roadway 
improvement 

projects for this year with 
an estimated total cost of 
$1,810,130.

The Common Council met 
on Jan. 6 as the Board of Public 
Works and authorized the 
preparation of bid documents 
for 17 roadway projects after 
hearing a presentation about 
them from Senior Engineering 
Technician Brian Spetz. The 
work would cover around 2.76 
miles of city streets.

Spetz said the city’s 2026 
budget includes $1,783,000 for 
the projects, and if bids come 
in favorably, all planned improvements 
could be completed this year. He noted that 
favorable bids last year allowed the city to 
add the repaving of the Egg Harbor Road 
and 14th Avenue intersection. If the bids 
aren’t higher than expected, modifications to 
the roadway plan may be needed to remain 
within budget. 

Among the larger projects, Huron Street 
will be reconstructed between 5th and 7th 
avenues. The project includes replacement 
of sanitary sewer and water mains, curb and 
gutter, roadway gravel base and pavement, 
along with sidewalk replacement from 6th 
to 7th avenues to connect with the existing 
sidewalk south along 6th Avenue.

“It’s about half the size of the Delaware 
Street [project] that we did last year,” he 
said. “The city portion is estimated at 
$166,000, and Sturgeon Bay Utilities’ [share 
is] $315,000, so a total of $481,000.”

Improvements on Utah Street between 
12th and 15th avenues will vary by section. 
The western two-thirds of that roadway will 
be reconstructed, including storm sewer 
reconfiguration, replacement of curb and 
gutter and road gravel base, manhole and 
water valve adjustments and pavement 
replacement. The eastern one-third will 
involve pavement milling, spot curb and 
gutter replacement, manhole and water 

valve adjustments and repaving. The city’s 
estimated cost for that Utah Street 

project is $344,000.
The city also expects 

to receive a Local Road 
Improvement Project grant 
of around $27,000 to 
help fund work on South 
Lansing Avenue between 
Green Bay Road and 
Hwy 42/57. That $140,000 

project includes milling 
and repaving, relocation 

of the east curb line and 
installation of a new 6-foot-
wide sidewalk connecting 
to Willow Drive. 

Spetz said a safety 
railing will be installed 
along the southern portion 
of the new sidewalk, 
adjacent to a steep side 
slope, to allow pedestrians 
to access Sawyer School 

from the paved trail on Green Bay Road.
As the city seeks to acquire right-of-way to 

extend South 18th  
Avenue to connect with Memorial Drive, 
plans also call for pulverizing and paving 
875 feet of 18th Avenue north of Memorial 
Drive.

In addition, the council approved a storm 
sewer utility drainage improvement project 
in the Woodruff Place area, estimated at 
$171,888, and authorized proceeding with 
the city’s annual crack fill and micro fill/
chip seal program, budgeted at $200,000. 
Including these items, the total fiscal impact 
is estimated at $2,182,018.

Spetz noted the road improvement 
projects are separate from planned 
improvements along South Duluth Avenue 
(County S). That project includes a 
new urban design with curb and gutter, 
sidewalks, bike lanes and repaving for that 
section of Duluth Avenue from south of Hwy 
42/57 to the Justice Center. 

The city was previously awarded a federal 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) grant 
administered by the Wisconsin Department 
of Transportation to fund 80% of the design 
and construction costs for the South Duluth 
Avenue project, with the city and county 
splitting the remaining 20%. 

Senior Engineering 

Technician Brian Spetz 

speaks Jan. 6 before the 

Sturgeon Bay Common 

Council, which met as the 

Board of Public Works to 

consider road improvement 

projects for this year.  KEVIN 
BONESKE

Baileys Harbor, Peninsula Pulse
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MADISON — Companies that 
build nuclear energy facilities in 
Wisconsin would receive state 
tax breaks starting in 2030 under 
legislation adopted Thursday by 
Republicans in the state Assem-
bly, who described the plants as 
a “high priority” for the state’s 
energy portfolio.

The bill, AB 472, authored by 
Rep. Shae Sortwell, R-Two Rivers, 
would provide tax credits to any 
nuclear energy projects for up to 
a decade, with $10,000 available 
for each megawatt produced. That 
amount would gradually decrease 
each year.

The bill would also authorize 
the state’s Public Service Com-
mission to approve electricity 
tariffs for certain large customers 
who use more than 75 megawatts 
of electricity to prevent costs 
from being pushed onto smaller 
ratepayers.

The bill, which passed with 
bipartisan support, now heads to 
the Senate, where its companion 
bill is sitting in committee.

In a statement Wednesday, 
Americans for Prosperity-Wis-
consin, a conservative think 
tank, encouraged representatives 
to vote against the bill, saying it 
misuses the state’s pro-nuclear 
stance as a handout to utilities 
that shifts “financial risk” to rate-
payers over investors.

“Wisconsin ratepayers are 
being hammered by rising energy 
costs, largely due to subsidizing 
failed green energy projects by the 
Evers administration,” AFP-Wis-
consin Legislative Director Jerry 
Ponio said in the statement.

“Simply put, the bill allows 

utilities to recover construction 
and planning costs from ratepay-
ers before projects are complete, 
operational, or proven to be eco-
nomical, effectively insulating 
investors while shifting the risk 
onto families and businesses.”

Sortwell said lawmakers had 

attempted to work “in good faith” 
with groups like AFP on the legis-
lation but said they changed their 
demands.

“AFP lobbied aggressively 
against what they thought were 
energy monopolies earlier this 
session. Yet now they oppose 

energy source diversity,” Sortwell 
said in the statement. “However, 
with their organization being 
primarily funded by those with 
a large stake in fossil fuels, their 
opposition makes more sense.”

Democrats echoed concerns 
that ratepayers could be on the 

hook for utility projects before 
they start to produce any energy 
for them.

Wisconsin’s only nuclear 
energy plant, the Point Beach 
nuclear plant located in Sort-
well’s district between Two Riv-
ers and Kewaunee, had its license 
renewed through 2050 late last 
year by federal officials.

Point Beach sits on about 1,200 
acres along Lake Michigan and 
generates enough electricity to 
power nearly 1 million homes, or 
about 14% of Wisconsin’s total 
electricity.

Wisconsin lawmakers have 
sought to bolster the state’s 
nuclear energy portfolio in recent 
years. Earlier this year, Demo-
cratic Gov. Tony Evers signed into 
law a measure ordering a $2 mil-
lion study to determine the best 
location for a possible nuclear 
fusion power plant in the state — 
although such technology is years 
away from being realized, if ever.

Evers also signed a bill creating 
a Nuclear Power Summit Board 
tasked with organizing, pro-
moting and hosting a Wisconsin 
nuclear power summit in Madison 
in 2028.

Assembly approves tax credits for new nuclear energy facilities

LEE NEWS ARCHIVES

The Point Beach nuclear reactor along the Lake Michigan shoreline near Two Rivers is Wisconsin’s only operating 
nuclear power plant, producing about 14% of the state’s electricity.

“Wisconsin ratepayers 
are being hammered 
by rising energy 
costs, largely due 
to subsidizing 
failed green energy 
projects by the Evers 
administration.”

Jerry Ponio, legislative director for 
Americans for Prosperity-Wisconsin
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