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The Sun Prairie City 
Council unanimously 
approved Jill Weiss 
to serve as Sun Prai-
rie Utilities (SPU) gen-
eral manager on Tues-
day, June 3. The vote fol-
lowed a unanimous rec-
ommendation from the 
SPU Commission at a 
special meeting held on 
May 22.

Weiss is replacing for-
mer SPU General Man-
ager Rick Wicklund, 
who held the role for 
18 years dating back to 
2007.

Weiss currently serves 
as the utilities director 
for Stoughton Utilities 
and is responsible for 
overseeing the day-to-
day operations, manag-
ing an annual budget of 
approximately $25 mil-
lion and spearheading 
efforts to improve oper-
ational efficiency.

During her time at 
Stoughton, she led ini-
tiatives including 

developing and execut-
ing a Strategic Align-
ment Plan and estab-
lishing community rela-
tions with a customer 
engagement strategy to 
ensure transparent and 
responsive communi-
cation.

Prior to this role, 
Weiss served as distri-
bution system opera-
tions supervisor with 
Alliant Energy and has 
held leadership roles in 
Jefferson as utility man-
ager and city engineer/

director of public 
works. During her time 
with Alliant Energy, she 
supervised the opera-
tions of the distribution 
system, mitigated elec-
tric and gas emergen-
cies, as well as outages 
and restoration and led 
the restructuring of the 
Distribution Dispatch 
Center into the Distri-
bution System Opera-
tions.

Weiss will officially 
step into the role on July 
21 and spend her time 
becoming integrated 
in the community by 
building relationships 
with elected officials, 
SPU commissioners, 
city staff and commu-
nity members.

“As I begin this new 
opportunity with Sun 
Prairie Utilities, I’m 
looking forward to 
being part of an organi-
zation so deeply rooted 
in serving our com-
munity and our cus-
tomers,” said Weiss. 
“My immediate focus 

is on strengthening the 
trusted service our cus-
tomers rely on, invest-
ing in the infrastructure 
that provides high-qual-
ity drinking water and 
reliable electrical ser-
vice that powers our 
city.”

Weiss is a graduate 
of University of Wis-
consin-Madison with 
a bachelor’s of science 
degree in agricultural 
engineering and biolog-
ical systems engineer-
ing with an emphasis 
in environmental and 
natural resources engi-
neering. She has a Pro-
fessional Engineer-
ing License. Weiss cur-
rently serves on the 
WPPI Energy Execu-
tive Committee, WPPI 
Energy Board of Direc-
tors, WPPI Energy 
Rates Services Advisory 
Group, and the Munic-
ipal Electric Utilities 
of Wisconsin Board of 
Directors.

Sun Prairie Utilities names Jill 
Weiss as new general manager

New Sun Prairie Utilities 
General Manager Jill 
Weiss.

More WEISS   |   A4
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welcome Jill to the Sun 
Prairie Utilities team,” 
said Jeff Christenson, 
chair of the SPU Com-
mission. “Her history of 
strong leadership, tal-
ent development and 

industry influence will 
position the utility well 
in our efforts to be a 
leader amongst munici-
pal utilities.”

“I look forward to 
working with Jill as our 
new general manager 
and would like to extend 
my gratitude to the Sun 

Prairie Utilities Com-
mission for their support 
throughout this pro-
cess,” said City Admin-
istrator Aaron Oppen-
heimer. “Jill has demon-
strated her commitment 
to delivering reliable 
utility services, prioritiz-
ing safety and building 

community relations.”
SPU provides electric-

ity to over 18,000 cus-
tomers and water to over 
12,000 customers, pri-
marily within city limits. 
As the utility’s general 
manager, Weiss will be 
responsible for the over-
all operations, regulatory 

compliance, future plan-
ning and financial man-
agement of SPU. She 
joins at a pivotal time as 
the organization is set to 
complete its new opera-
tions facility at the end of 
the year.

“I am excited to sup-
port the talented staff 

that makes it all pos-
sible,” said Weiss. 
“Together, we’ll continue 
building a utility that’s 
not only reliable but also 
responsive and deeply 
connected to the people 
of Sun Prairie.”

Weiss/from A3

Jun
10 2025 Page

A04
Clip

resized
75%

From
A03

Sun Prairie, The Star

Property of Wisconsin News Tracker and members of the Wisconsin Newspaper Association.



 

Waterloo water tower may be dismantled 
CHRIS LEE chris.lee@apg-sw.com Jun 30, 2025 

WATERLOO — Its circumference is painted with carousel horses. Now Waterloo’s water 
tower may be going away. 

Waterloo Utilities Superintendent Barry Sorenson said the “carousel” water tower at 212 
Squire St. is no longer attached to the water system. 

Atop the tower, the main portion of the water tank features painted carousel horses evoking 
the 1911 C.W. Parker carousel at Firemen’s Park, while above that are the names of four 
well-known current or former Waterloo businesses: F&M State Bank, Trek, Van Holten, and 
Perry Printing. 

Because of the paintings, Sorensen said there was a motion at a Water & Light Commission 
meeting to offer the water tower to the City as a gift, with the feeling being that it should be 
the City’s decision on whether to keep it as a historical landmark. 

The City Council took no action on the offer, so at its June 3 meeting the Commission 
directed staff to obtain bids to dismantle the tower, Sorensen said. 

The Commission is scheduled to take up the issue again at its July 8 meeting, he said. 

 

mailto:CHRIS%20LEE%20chris.lee@apg-sw.com


“Leaving behind a historical small town diary” 

La Farge Streets/Utilities Committee approves Cherry St. plan 
VILLAGE OF LA FARGE 

Streets and Utilities 
Committee Meeting  

Monday, May 12, 2025 
*Committee Chair Terry 

Jensen called the meeting to 
order at 5:45 p.m. at the 
Emergency Services Build-
ing. Committee members 
Karen Leis and Cathy St. 
John were present, Village 
President Aaron Nemec, 
Mark Digman (Delta 3 Engi-
neering), Public Works 
Manager Wayne Haugrud, 
and Utility Clerk Greg Law-
ton. 

*Verification of meeting 
posting: Agenda was posted 
at the Bank, Post office, and 
Village office on 5-8-25. 

*Discussion on proposed 
rate and terms for boom 
truck financing. Farmers 
State Bank municipal rate is 

4.25 percent for either a    
five- or six-year term. Royal 
Bank was 6.59 percent for a 
five-to-seven-year term. 
Lawton said we would like 
to finance the whole truck to 
have savings available for 
projects since the interest 
rate is good. Jensen moved, 
Leis seconded to recom-
mend to the full board we go 
with Farmers State Bank for 
4.25 percent and a five-year 
loan. (Carried). 

*Discussion on lineman 
services. Haugrud talked 
about area utilities and po-
tential opportunities for join-
ing forces with lineman 
staffing. Westby’s lineman 
left, and Cashton’s lineman 
went to work for Westby. 
Viola has no lineman on 
staff. Adam Schlicht has just 
finished his schooling as our 

What’s up with those patches of white flowered trees in the La Farge area that are so predomi-
nant in view at the present time? They are black locust trees, which are blooming profusely this 
year.  This photo shows a group up Aumock Road, another good view is looking towards Fort 
Wales rock and others can be seen when looking down towards Tunnelville. (The photo at right 
is a close-up of the white flowery blooms, which the bees love)  Go to page 2 for the trees des-
tined to bring economic groups and conservation to the Kickapoo.                        Episcope photo 

lineman. Westby's Public 
Works Director is looking to 
retire soon. Haugrud talked 
with Westby about a plan 
that WPPI did for a couple 
communities to share line-
man services. For two com-
munities, it was $12,092 per 
month to share lineman ser-
vices. Cashton is not inter-
ested in this option and Vio-
la has not given any commit-
ment to such a plan either. It 
could be something to con-
sider for Westby and La 
Farge to look at such a plan. 
Viola utilizes Vernon Elec-
tric for their services when 
they need it. We also have 
an agreement with Vernon 
Electric, but it is mainly in-
tended for emergencies as 
needed. 

*Discussion on North 
Cherry Street infrastructure. 

Mark Digman from Delta 3 
Engineering gave an over-
view of the history with the 
first couple blocks of North 
Cherry Street. There have 
been several water main 
breaks in that stretch which 
are very costly. Since Badg-
er is here doing Main Street, 
it would be a good time to 
add this to the contract with 
the extra cost to replace the 
water main. Digman thinks 
approximately $50,000 
would cover this and would 
also replace a water service 
that is fed through a man-
hole. The water main is out-
side of the street so the 
blacktop would not be af-
fected. For financing, the 
Village can utilize funds in 
the tax money account and 
the Utilities will pay it back 
over a matter of months. 
Leis moved, Jensen second-
ed to recommend to the full 
board approve the North 
Cherry Street infrastructure 
addition. (Carried). 

*Discussion on Adams 
Street infrastructure. Dig-
man gave an overview of 
Adams Street from Mill 
Street to Bird Street. There 

- continued on page 4 - 
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Notice - Monthly Meeting  
Town of Webster 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN – The Town of Webster regular 
board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 17, 2025 at 
the Webster Town Hall at 7:00 PM.  Agendas will be posted 
at the Town Hall, Town Recycling Center, Town’s Web-Site, 
E-mailed to listed individuals and Zzip Stop.      

Ardene Wirts, Clerk, Town of Webster 
www.tn.webster.wi.gov 

WNAXLP 

NOTICE OF MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 
Town of Stark 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Town of 
Stark Board will be held on Wednesday, 
June 18, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. at the Stark 
Town Hall, located at S3803 Corps Road, 
La Farge, WI.  The agenda will be posted 
at:  Stark Town Hall, and Town Website.  
https://townofstarkwi.com/agendas-minutes/ 

Jake Spry, Deputy Clerk, Town of Stark 
WNAXLP 

WNAXLP 

LA FARGE VILLAGE RESIDENTS 
 

The La Farge Utilities will be  
flushing hydrants during the day  
on every Thursday until this fall.   

Please be advised to use caution when 
doing laundry, as discolored water is likely. 

La Farge Water Utility 

LEGAL NOTICES 

WNAXLP 

TOWN OF WHITESTOWN 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held be-
fore the Town Board of the Town of Whitestown on the appli-
cation of KJ Hillside Acres LLC, by Kale J. Winchel, for a 
Variance from the     provisions of the Town Land Use Ordi-
nance, to reopen and operate a quarry at S779 Hoff Valley 
Road in that portion of the NW 1/4 of the SW 1/4 West of 
Hoff    Valley Road and Little Ridge Road, Section 8, in the 
Town of Whitestown (previously known as the McGarty 
Quarry). 
 

All citizens residing or owning land in the Town of 
Whitestown are invited to provide information and views on 
the proposed variance. 
 

The public hearing will be held at the Town Hall, S1701 
Sandhill Road, Whitestown, Vernon County, Wisconsin, on 
Tuesday, June 10, 2025, at 7:30 PM. 
 
The remainder of the regular meeting of the Town Board will 
continue immediately upon conclusion of the Public Hearing 
at which time the Board may act on the Variance application. 
 

George C. Wilbur, Town Chair 
Mona Spohn, Town Clerk 

Motorcycle accident in Town of Harmony 
 

CHASEBURG, Wis – Vernon County Sheriff Roy Torg-

erson reports a motorcycle crash occurred late Saturday af-

ternoon, May 31, 2025, at approximately 5:00 PM, in the 

town of Harmony. 

John Christopher Gumbert, age 50, of Eau Claire, WI was 

operating a 2022 Harley Davidson Motorcycle on County 

Road K, north of County Road O, traveling south.  The oper-

ator lost control in a curve, the motorcycle went off the road-

way, and overturned. 

The operator and a passenger, Coralie Ann Gumbert, age 

50, were both transported to Gundersen Health System, in La 

Crosse, WI, by Gundersen Tri-State Ambulance.  Both were 

treated and released.  Both operator and passenger were 

wearing helmets, eye protection, long pants, and boots. 

Assisting the Sheriff’s Office at scene were the Genoa-

Harmony Fire Department and first responders, Stoddard-

Bergen Fire De-

partment and 

first responders, 

and Gundersen 

Tri-State Ambu-

lance.  The crash 

remains under 

investigation. 

is a large storm water 

problem with a large open 

ditch. The street is very 

narrow, and the water 

mains are old. The pro-

posed project would wid-

en the street and add curb 

and gutter on both sides as 

well as eliminate the large 

open ditch in the park and 

manage the flow of water 

with underground storm-

water. For financing op-

tions, we could apply 

again in 2026 for CDBG 

funds, or if we want to do 

it sooner, we could apply 

for Safe Drinking Water 

Loan Program funding and 

if successful, fund the rest 

with TID funds. We are not 

committed until we hear on 

the application. Jensen 

moved, Leis seconded to 

recommend to the full 

board to have Delta 3 do 

the plans and estimates and 

apply for the Safe Drinking 

Water Loan Program for 

Adams Street. (Carried). 

*Leis moved; St. John se-

conded to adjourn. 

(Carried). Adjourned at 

6:10 p.m. 

 

Greg Lawton, Utility Clerk 

Streets and water...continued from pg. 1 

Photo: Once again Vernon County highways grab  

another motorcycle and brings out medical emergency. 

WNAXLP 

TOWN OF WHITESTOWN 
NOTICE OF LICENSE APPLICATIONS 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following named     
persons/firms have made an application to the Town of 
Whitestown for a Class B liquor and Class B beer license to 
sell intoxicating liquor and malt beverages: 
 

• Rockton Bar (renewal), Jody L. Myers, at S2463 Rockton 
Loop, La Farge, WI 54639. 

• The Mustard Seed (Heifers in the Haymow) (renewal), 
Mona L. Spohn at E12784 Spohn Dr., Ontario, WI 54651. 

 

The Town of Whitestown will consider all of these            
applications for approval at the June 10th, 2025 Town Board 
Meeting. 

Mona Spohn, Clerk, Town of Whitestown 
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GALESVI

t s o g w t out e  11:05  Galesville: Call 

By Andrew Dannehy
Times Editor

 The Whitehall city coun-

seek a raise in its electrical 
rates following a presenta-
tion that showed it would 
otherwise operate at a net 
loss in the future. 
 What the new rates end 
up being and when the hike 
will happen is yet to be de-
cided, but the council heard 
that without an adjustment 
it could see a net operating 
loss of about $284,125 next 

gave the council during a 
presentation at last week 
Tuesday’s regular monthly 
meeting.

an average rate increase of 
9.24 percent, though he said 

-
sion will likely lower that 
number when it reviews 
the application. Should the 
proposed rate be accepted, 
the average residential cus-
tomer would see an average 
increase of about $11.85 on 
their monthly bills. 
 The timing of the increase 
is still in question. While the 
council approved submitting 
its intent to increase the rates 

-

has taken an average of 275 
days to review such requests. 

changes the proposed rates 
“every time” they review 
an application and the actual 
increase will “most likely” be 
less than what was proposed 
last week.
 The city hasn’t raised its 
electrical rates since 2017. 

-
cil approved moving forward 
with developing plans to add 
an improved HVAC system 
in the water treatment plant, 
though it could alter or 
remove the addition in the 
future.
 The council heard from 
representatives from engi-

Hendrickson, who said the 
current HVAC system isn’t 
keeping up and, since the 
council is already remod-
eling the plant, it could 
consider upgrades. While a 

done on the plant, Jeff Nuss-

told the council they believed 
the chemicals in the plant 
were causing corrosion on 
metal parts. 
 “We didn’t have HVAC 
improvements in our scope 

of design or our project esti-
mate cost, but it is clearly a 
problem with equipment get-
ting destroyed,” Nussbaum 
told the council.
 The SEH engineers es-
timated that including the 
HVAC upgrades would add 
an additional $350,000 to 
$400,000 to the total project. 
However, they did include 
some cushion in the initial 
estimates so the amount the 

$2.8 million, would be the 
same. 
 Their recommendation 
was to only do a portion of 
the plant, but council mem-
bers asked that an HVAC 
system for the entire plant 
be included with options 
to reduce the scope of that 
portion of the project. Bid-
ding for the entire project 
won’t be done until after 
the city finds out if it is 

Water Loan. 
 (Editor’s note: See more 
at www.trempcountytimes.
com)

Whitehall looks to raise electric rates

Whitehall, Trempealeau County Times
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