Going Solar Website Content
Going Solar landing page
(Use a new solar panel on a house photo as the header image)

Whether you simply want to learn the benefits of adding solar to your home or if you are ready to make a solar system investment, it’s often difficult to know how to begin. We’re here to help provide you with unbiased, factual information to help you no matter what stage of the process you are in.  

Is Solar the Right Choice? page
[bookmark: _GoBack]In order to determine if adding solar to your home is the right decision for your unique situation, be sure to do your homework and identify all of your solar options. 

Some important basic questions are: 
What type of solar installation could work for me? 
Should I go with a ground or roof mounted system? 
Will my solar system receive shading during select parts of the day or at certain times of the year? 
What type of inverter do I want?
What solar installation companies work in our area?

Give us a call if you have any questions or want to learn more about your options.

Frequently Asked Questions page


Selecting a Solar Contractor page
One of the most important steps to a successful solar energy system is finding the right contractor you can trust to do the job right. Here are some helpful resources and tips to point you in the right direction for selecting your contractor.

Check contractor recommendations online
Finding a good contractor requires references. As a starting point, you can go to a number of websites for help:
· Solar Industries Association provides information on Wisconsin solar installers, contractors and retailers.
· Angie's List is a membership service that compiles consumer ratings of local service companies and contractors.
· The Better Business Bureau lets you research companies to see if they are the subject of complaints filed with the BBB.
· HomeAdvisor.com lets you gather price quotes from service companies that work with HomeAdvisor. 

Tips for hiring a Contractor
· Hire only a WI state-licensed contractor with a valid license, Photovoltaic (PV) Generation System: C-10 and C- 46 or B (General) license.
· Get at least three bids or quotes.
· Get at least three references from each bidder and be sure to call or visit each reference.
· Confirm the contractor carries worker's compensation and liability insurance policies.
· Verify that the contractor understands Testville Utility's electrical grid interconnection requirements.
· Get all project expectations in writing including the solar system’s expected annual output.
· It is recommended that your down payment be no more than 10 percent.
· Ensure that the contractor obtains a local building permit.
· Make sure Testville Utilities approves the solar PV system for interconnection to our electrical distribution grid before you sign off on the project.

Please note that Testville Utilities does not endorse any contractors or warrant any workmanship, installation, labor, cost or materials of any contractor. Testville Utilities also does not work directly with any solar contractors. If you have questions, please contact us at 555-555-5555 or email@testville.org.

Savings Calculators page
energysage
Solar panel calculator to quickly estimate your solar potential and savings by address. Estimates are based on your roof, electricity bill, and actual offers in your area.
solar-estimate.org
Web-based solar cost and savings estimator that gives a rough idea of the solar potential of your home before deciding if you want to talk to a solar company.

Current Incentives and Tax Credits page
Visit the resources below to find out what available incentives you may be eligible for.
Focus on Energy (remove for MI and IA members)
Wisconsin's statewide energy efficiency program offers cash incentives for qualified solar electric and geothermal installations.
DSIRE
Database of State Incentives for Renewables & Efficiency. A comprehensive source of information on incentives and policies that support renewables and energy efficiency in the United States
Federal Tax Credit
Instructions for completing IRS Form 5695, which applies to qualified solar electric property costs for residential homes that use solar energy to generate electricity.
solar-estimate.org
Web-based solar cost and savings estimator that gives homeowners a rough idea of the solar potential of their home before deciding if they want to talk to a solar company.

Solar Forms and Guidelines page
Select from our list of forms and guidelines to help you complete your solar project.
Electric Service Requirements – Residential Renewable Energy (add link)
Electric Service Requirements – Commercial Distributed Generation (add link)
Interconnection Guidelines (add link)
Net Metering Surplus Election Form (add link)
W-9 Request for Taxpayer
Instructions for the Requester of Form W-9 (12/2014)
California form 587 (Withholding Allocation) (do we have a similar form for WI, MI?)
California form 590 (Withholding Exemption) (do we have a similar form for WI, MI?)
Meter Clearances - All systems installed require a performance meter. The meter will be provided by Testville Utilities at no cost. We strongly encourage that you review the Meter Clearances document prior to installation to assure correct meter location and equipment specifications. (do we need something similar?)

How to Get Started with Solar? page
Once you decide to invest in solar at your home, follow these steps to ensure you get a correctly installed solar system.
[Incorporate icons from Stoughton’s Want Solar flyer.]
Contact local solar installation contractors. [insert link to Selecting a Solar Contractor page] Get quotes and compare the total costs and payback periods of different systems.
Complete required Public Service Commission documents. The Distributed Generation Application and Distributed Generation Interconnection Agreement can be found at psc.wi.gov. [insert links to PSC documents}
Obtain local permits. Make sure your contractor contacts your local government permitting office to submit the necessary paperwork and have a structural analysis performed for any roof-mounted application.
Installation and inspection. Upon final installation of your solar system, have a final inspection by your local building inspector.
Contact Testville Utilities. Let us know when you being your solar project so that we can schedule to have a bi-directional meter installed and provide any needed assistance.


Solar for Business page

